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C/S-BOR-AWEBB-2002.03

RHODES UNIVERSITY

ALLAN WEBB HALL COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 7 mAY 2002

AT 19:00 IN THE HALL WARDENS FLAT.

2002.3.1 PRESENT

Messrs John McNeill (Hall Warden, Chair) and Matthew Charlesworth (Salisbury House Warden), Mesdames Verushka Chetty (Canterbury House Senior Student), Joy Chidawanyika (Canterbury House Sub-Warden) and Tendai Gwisai (Allan Webb Hall SRC Representative), Messrs Joseph Lin (Salisbury House Senior Student), Steve Noble (Salisbury House Sub-Warden) and Richard Pickup (Salisbury House Sub-Warden), Mesdames Monica Ramsunder (Hall Senior Student), Nadia Schearer (Canterbury House Sub-Warden), Anne Warring (Truro House Warden) and Desiree Wicks (Canterbury House Warden), Mr Jens Wittrowski (Winchester House Sub-Warden).

Secretariat: Ms Nonte Mabalana (Allan-Webb Hall Secretary)

2002.3.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr Neil Dickson (Winchester House Senior Student) and Prof Lilla Stack (Hall Fellow)

Did not attend: Prof Roger Jacob (Hall Fellow) and Ms Cathy O’Shea (Truro House Senior Student).

2002.3.3 MATTERS ARISING

3.1 WEARING OF VESTS BY MALE STUDETNS IN THE DINING HALL

The Chairman briefly explained the reason for the meeting and quickly recapped on what was agreed upon in the last Hall Committee Meeting, i.e. that Wardens should get the Residences view on whether male students should wear vests in the Dining Hall and to report back to Committee.

The Chairman then asked for the Residence Reports

3.1.1 Canterbury House Report

The Canterbury House Warden, Mrs Wicks, reported that in their first House meeting Ms Gwisai, the SRC Rep, presented pros and cons of males wearing vests in the Dining Hall and mentioned that she even cited the South African Constitution.

Vote results:

For 
     
10




Against 
 
25




Abstain 
 
16




Total Voted - 
51

Ms Gwisai pointed out that the main concern for the girls is hygiene and that 50% of the girls feel that unless guys are willing to shave their under-arm hair they should not be allowed to wear vests in the Dining Hall.

3.1.2 Salisbury House Report

Mr Lin, House Senior Student, presented the results of the vote as follows:




For

19




Indifferent
03




Against

02




Total Voted 
24

Mr Pickup, the Salisbury Sub-Warden, highlighted that in one-to-one conversations with Salisbury Students, a lot of Salisbury Student felt that this rule is petty and that there is no need for it. Mr Noble pointed out that should there be a deadlock in deciding on whether men should be allowed to wear vests in the Dining Hall or not, Salisbury feels that there should be a referendum. 

3.1.3 Truro House Report

Ms Warring, the Warden of Truro House reported that, in Truro House they voted in an informal meeting.

Vote results:




For

07




Abstain

03




Against

05




Total Voted
15

3.1.3 Winchester House Report

Mr Ukama , the Sub-Warden of Winchester House, reported that, in Winchester, the ones who wanted the rule to change were not a clear majority and that a majority of those who voted were indifferent.  

Vote results:




For 

12




Against

10




Abstain

13

 


Total Voted
35

The chairman noted that the legal opinion he sought from one of the Law Lecturers was that in order for the rule to be changed, 50%+1 of the Hall Community should vote for change and not 50%+1 of the vote cast. He concluded that given the figures, it is unlikely that the rule will change.

Suggestions:

Mr Noble suggested that the Hall should have a Referendum. 

The Chairperson voiced out his concern about the Referendum that:

1) The students are reluctant to vote.

2) The referendum costs money.

He then called for the Hall Committee to decide if there was a close enough vote to warrant the need for Referendum.

Ms Schaerer indicated that she was against the Referendum pointing out that 48 out of 77 who either abstained or voted against is not close enough to warrant the Referendum.

Mr Pickup proposed that the Hall Committee vote for Referendum. 

Vote Results:




For

3



Against

9




Abstain

2




Total Voted
15

Mr Pickup proposed that the Hall Committee vote for the rule to be changed.

Vote Results:




For

3




Against

7




Abstain

4

  



Total Voted
14

The Chairman requested Hall Committee Members to acknowledge and support the Hall Committee’s decision in this regard.
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