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Drostdy Arch – The Gateway to Leadership
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The ORU was founded in 1911 by 
Professor Cullen Bowles and Sir 
George Cory with the primary aim of 
forming a link between alumni and 
their alma mater.

100 Years of the Old Rhodian Union
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The core project for the ORU 
Centenary is to increase 
Bursary Funds and enable 
more bursaries to be 
awarded.



101 Years of Student Governance
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Campus 1940s – the Wars Years
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Rhodes University College Air Training Squadron, with Sir 
Stanley Shuttleworth (front centre)

The Return of Ex-Servicemen and 
Women

In 1945, there were 784 students on the 
College roll.  The following year the 
number had increased to 1189, of 
whom 484 were ‘ex-service’.
Accommodation had to be found for 
this sudden influx and fortunately 
permission was granted to house 300 
ex-servicemen at the abandoned Empire 
Training Scheme Unit on the Craddock 
Road.  They were transported on troop 
carriers to campus.
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Campus 1983
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Campus 2010/11
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New Hilltop Residences
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View from Town
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Early  Staff and Student Pictures
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Chemistry Staff and Postgrads 1957

English Class 1921

Survey Class 1920s
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Sport
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Saga of the Great Hall
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Ladies Hockey Team 1930Ladies Hockey Team 1919

Sport Past
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Early  Student Protests
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Carrying on the Tradition
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Those Fun Filled Field Trips!
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The Library Tale
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1920s Reading Room

1937 Library

1961 “New” Library

2010 Day and Night – the New library

1950s Library in 
what is now the 
Senior Common 

Room
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Computer History

1900    1910    1920    1930    1940    1950    1960    1970    1980    1990    2000    2010

1950s

Prof Pat Terry - 2010 Prioneer
in Computer Science Award

The Hamilton Building – home 
of Computer Science
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Strategic and Priority Projects 2011 and Beyond
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1. Development of Postgraduate Studies : Embarking on a New 
Growth Trajectory
The aim of the postgraduate plan is to enhance the quality and 

equity of postgraduate students in coming years. 
2. Life Sciences Building

The construction of a new Life Sciences building will house the 
Department of Zoology & Entomology as well as the Botany 
Department, and will be located in the vicinity of the 
Ichthyology and Fisheries Science building to create a hub of 
cognate disciplines.

3. Proposed UNESCO Institute of Water Education 
Water management is becoming an increasingly pressing 

concern on the African continent.  The overall objective 
would be to provide postgraduate level training in priority 
areas of water science, policy and management.



Clock Tower at Night

Paul Greenway
Earl Hodges
Gwen Matthews
Zama Matiwana
Terryl McCarthy
John McKinnell
Hugo Nel
Obie Oberholzer
Daniel Parker
Stephen Penney
Desiree Schirlinger
Sophie Smith
Ashley Stander
Gavin Tweddle
Sharon Tweddle
Justin Wagener
Kodak
Foto First
Rhodes Photo Library
and those long forgotten

Photography by: 


