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A continued strong demand for post-graduate studies in Economics resulted in growth in student numbers, with the new honours intake at 52 and Masters in Financial Markets at 15. Several new students also enrolled for Masters in Economics by full research thesis and PhDs.  

The journal publications this year fell broadly in three categories: financial markets, Cultural Economics and trade policy. 

The department had a strong presence at the biennial conference of the South African Economics Society (ESSA) conference, which was held in Port Elizabeth.  Professors Jen Snowball and Gavin Fraser, who serve on the management committee of the Eastern Cape branch of ESSA, played a major part as members of the organising committee. Contributions were also made to two Rhodes University initiatives this year: Mr David Fryer organised the Economics component of the annual “Teach-In” of the Department of Political and International Studies, while Ms Niki Cattaneo was co-organiser of “China Week”. 

The department was successful in its application to the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) for research funding, which was twofold: a grant to upgrade the master’s seminar room into a computerised teaching venue and sponsorship to organise and host a Southern African economic policy workshop. Professor Meshach Aziakpono led these initiatives. Further external funding for the department came in the form of an agreement by Mr David Foord of Foord Asset Management to extend his sponsorship of the Foord Chair in Investments for another three year period from 2010-2012.   

The annual postgraduate Economics conference, with support from ESSA and sponsorship by the National Treasury, was a great success. Participation was also drawn from the University of Fort Hare and the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University. 

Dr XP Guma, Deputy Governor of the South African Reserve Bank and Visiting Professor in Economics at Rhodes visited the department in October to deliver his annual postgraduate lectures. Guest lectures were also given by Mr Clem Sunter (Scenario Planner), Ms Marissa Fassler (National Treasury), Mr Maarten Ackermann (Citadel), Dr Christo Viljoen (Agricultural Futures Consultant), and Prof Evan Gilbert (University of Stellenbosch). 
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