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The Department of Economics has sustained
a very productive research profile. The report
of outputs reflects a good spread of
contributions from most members of the
[bookmark: _GoBack]department. Very prominent themes this year,
particularly regarding publications in accredited
journals, have been Resource, Agricultural and
Cultural Economics, as well as International
Trade and Trade Policy.
Under “Other Publications” a prominent feature
has been the regular contributions to the
economic media, particularly Professor Gavin
Keeton’s regular column in “Business Day”.
Over and above her listed publications in the
area of Trade Policy, Ms Niki Cattaneo
continued her regular cooperation with
TRALAC and the DTI, from which flowed the
proposal for a new honours course elective
by Professors Gavin Fraser and Jen
Snowball.
A proposed research focus area in
Environmental Economics, particularly Water
Studies was submitted for possible funding.
Postgraduate output maintained a very healthy
trajectory, with a total of twenty masters and
PhD students graduating. Graduates in
Economics Honours totalled 60.
The Department benefitted from the presence
and academic contribution of Post-doctoral
fellow Dr Abel Ezeoha, whose expertise lies
mainly in financial markets. As such he helped
shape many of the research topics of new
masters students and also assisted in
supervision.
Dr XP Guma, the Deputy Governor of the
South African Reserve Bank and Visiting
Professor in Economics, held a seminar on
the current economic trends and outlook during
his lecturing visit in October. The keynote
address at the annual postgraduate conference
was delivered by Mr Neren Rau, CEO of the
South African Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.
A very encouraging trend since a few years
ago is joint publications of staff and students
and a practice of co-supervision which is
enhancing research in the department.
Professor Hugo Nel
Head of Department
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