Wise Buying Series:  Produced in collaboration with the Rhodes University Environmental Education & Sustainability Unit

Welcome to our Wise Buying Series! This is the fifth of several short and informative pieces that will help you think about the choices you can make when shopping. Each series is accompanied by an entertaining Basil Mills illustration (originally produced for the 2003 Sasol SciFest). Enjoy!

Which honey would you choose?
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Drawings by Basil Mills

1.  Think about: The honey badger (or ratel) eats mice, reptiles and other small prey. It also breaks open beehives to get to the nutritious bee larvae. This can affect commercial honey producers. Although there are better and more humane solutions to this problem, some beekeepers poison or set traps for honey badgers. Every year, many badgers are injured or killed, and they are now becoming endangered. 

Would you buy honey from farmers who injure or kill honey badgers?


2.  Think about:  It is easy for commercial honey producers to make cost-effective badger-proof hives, instead of using poison or setting traps. They can make higher, sturdy stands that put their beehives out of the badger’s reach. Or they can use lower, tightly secured stands that cannot be toppled. The cost ranges from R30 – R200, depending on whether they are homemade or bought. Many “badger-friendly” beekeepers have been protecting their hives for decades. But a small number of beekeepers continue the illegal practice of trapping badgers. 

Is the honey you buy badger-friendly?

For more info:  Visit the website: www.honeybadger.com or e-mail Joan Isham at joanisham@bermar.co.za or Keith and Colleen Begg at ratel@iafrica.com. Look out for these genuine badger-friendly logos:
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