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INTRODUCTION
A pleasing number of higher degrees were completed and during the 2014 graduation ceremonies, a number of Postgraduate students graduated from the School of Journalism and Media Studies.

Distinguished Visitors

In 2014 the School embarked on a campaign to grapple seriously with the challenges of reworking the journalism practice curriculum to engage with digital and social media. As a result we invited two experts in the field to spend a considerable amount of time with both staff and students upgrading skills and thinking through curriculum changes.Professor Mindy McAdams, a digital journalism professor from the University of Florida, visited the School for three months to lecture students on online journalism and the changing ways journalists and audiences use technologies for communication. McAdams' research entails keeping up to date with what newsrooms are doing in digital fields.

Just as McAdams was leaving, Professor Janet Kolodzy, a Professor at Emerson College in Boston, joined us to educate staff and students on convergence journalism. She started her three-month visit as the online editor for Cue newspaper during the National Arts Festival and ended off by running workshops for African journalists and educators at the Highway Africa conference.

Significant Research Aligned Events
The School and the Centre for AIDS Development, Research and Evaluation (CADRE) organised and hosted the Entertainment Education Colloquium which aimed to interrogate the impact and challenges of Entertainment Education (EE) in South Africa. The event was organised by Professor Harry Dugmore and Priscilla Boshoff. Boshoff and PhD student Mvuzo Ponono presented their research on the South African TV series Intersexions. Ponono discussed the show within the township home, while Boshoff looked at gendered narratives in the sexual network. Dugmore managed the overview and summary of the conference which highlighted key themes from the colloquium, and useful insights for future practice. Although the colloquium was limited in number it was a very useful interchange between theorists of education television and practitioners.

Postdoctoral Fellow, Dr Vanessa Malila, as well as two Postgraduate students (Mvuzo Ponono and Azwi Mufamadi), presented papers at the South African Communication Association’s annual conference, which was held in Potchefstroom at the University of the North West. Malila’s co-authored paper, Binary opposites - Can South African journalists be both watchdogs and developmental journalists? was selected as one of the five best papers presented at the conference. The paper will be published in the Journal of African Media Studies.

Other conferences attended during the year were: the International Association for Media and Communication Researchers in Hyderabad, the 20 Years of SA Democracy conference in Oxford, Critical Philosophies of Race in Johannesburg and the International Conference on Media Diversity.

JMS staff continued the practice of studying, theorising and commenting on major political and social events by attending the National Youth Summit hosted by the Electoral Commission of South Africa (Associate Professor Lorenzo Dalvit and Dr Vanessa Malila) and the 2nd European Conference on Health Journalism (Professor Harry Dugmore). Professor Jeanne Prinsloo produced a research report titled ‘Nkandlagate’ - a critical textual analysis of the press coverage. The report involved a critical discourse analysis of the press coverage of the Nkandla story by the City Press and the Mail & Guardian between September 2012 and September 2013. The report was publicly debated and reported on in the press. It was also presented at a colloquium for a review of the Media and Democracy Project in October 2014 at the Women’s Gaol in Johannesburg. Professor Lynette Steenveld investigated the “politics of cultural belonging” in the furore around the painting “The Spear” for the international journal Journalism.

The Media and Citizenship research project, funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, received additional NRF funding and added three (3) MA students and two (2) PhDs to the project in 2014.

The 2014 Highway Africa conference was held in September under the theme “Social Media from the Margins to the Mainstream”. The programme featured four streams of events and talks for journalists, media owners, researchers, educators and journalism students. In addition to talks and panel debates from across the continent there were workshops every afternoon in a range of critical skills for media survival.

The School produced its 34th edition of Rhodes Journalism Review which featured articles reflecting on 20 years of democracy and media freedom in South Africa.

Creative Outputs

Gillian Rennie’s short story, Retrieval, was selected for the 2014 Short.Sharp.Stories Award anthology which is curated by the National Arts Festival and published by Two Dogs/Mercury. The 2014 edition, Adults Only, called for entries about sensuality but received one from Rennie about an imaginary friend and a cat. Ms Rennie also was a facilitator on the Creative Writing course run by the Institute for the Study of English in Africa during 2014. Rennie and Anthea Garman each had a poem selected for the latest anthology from African Sun Press, Heart of Africa Poems of love, loss and longing edited by Patricia Schonstein. The journalism practice teachers produced the multifaceted Cue project for the National Arts Festival. Led by Brian Garman in its 30th year, this project featured photography, television and radio programmes, a newspaper and an online version.

Professor Larry Strelitz
Head of School
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