School of Journalism and Media Studies

Introduction
2021 was a productive year for the school of Journalism and Media Studies. Funding from the National Research Fund (NRF) has enabled staff and students to pursue valuable projects. Staff members and students (co) authored and published a total of five (5) book chapters and seven (7) SAPSI accredited journal articles. In addition to published research, staff members have delivered creative work and presented papers at national and international conferences. Notably, a special report on the South African government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic was produced in a collaborative effort between staff and PhD students. Continuing with the remote teaching model for most of the year granted novel opportunities for research and the organisation of a webinar series, as well as virtual conferences which brought together international and local guests to discuss various insights and issues around the field of journalism. 
Postgraduates / Graduations
The School of Journalism and Media Studies graduated Bachelor of Arts, fifty-four (54) Bachelor of Journalism, five (5) Postgraduate Diploma in Journalism, ten (10) Postgraduate Diploma in Media Management, six (6) Honours, and one (1) Master of Arts students. Postgraduates have been engaged in a variety of journalism and media studies projects. These range from a report on the South African government’s COVID response, to economics journalism and researching state capture.
Distinguished Visitors / International Visits 
Dr Adjin-Tettey was invited to deliver two lectures at Bingham University, Nigeria. The first was held in June 2021 and explored gender ethics within the newsroom.  The second was held in August 2021 where Dr Adjin-Tettey delivered a lecture on sustainable journalism. She was also invited to speak at the African Women in Media Conference – held virtually, but also in the United Kingdom. The theme of Dr Adjin-Tettey’s speech was Gender sensitivity in the long-term perspective: Sustainable journalism.  
Dr Schoon was invited to be part of a panel of African Digital media scholars for the webinar Ethnographies and/of digital cultures in Africa funded by the Wenner-Gren Foundation and organised by Serena Stein, Wageningen University & Research, and Louisa Lombard, Yale University.
The School hosted the virtual launch of the report “Perspectives from Africa: Global Lessons for saving Journalism” with Professor Anya Schiffrin from Columbia University USA, Prof Harry Dugmore from University of the Sunshine Coast Australia, Dr Theodora Adjin Dame Tettey from Ghana and Mr Lumko Mtimde, Special Advisor to the Minister in the Presidency, SA.  Another significant presentation was given by Mr Reg Rumney who shared his research, commissioned by SANEF, into COVID’s impact on the SA media sphere.
Significant Research Aligned Events
Dr Alette Schoon was involved in several research events over the course of 2021. She presented to a group of Yale University Anthropology students on ethnographies and digital cultures  in Africa, and attended two international conferences: one coordinated by the International Association for Media and Communication Research, and another held in Finland where she discussed the relationship between journalism and algorithms. Dr Schoon was also selected to participate in an international project on developing the research potential of the Essay Film. This project was started in 2020 by Horizon and is based at the University of Lödz, Poland. Perhaps most significantly for our context, Dr Schoon produced and directed a sixty-five minute historical documentary titled: Intellectual Giants of the Eastern Cape. This was a co-production of the School of Journalism and Media Studies at Rhodes University and the Hunterston Centre, University of Fort Hare.
Professor Lorenzo Dalvit was awarded funding by the NRF Competitive Programme for Rated researchers for a three-years' project on "Rethinking digital inclusion and (dis)ability in South Africa: a southern epistemological perspective".
Dr Adjin-Tettey published four articles and submitted a chapter for publication in addition to presenting papers at five conferences during 2021. She worked with Prof Anja Schiffrin at Columbia University to produce the report Saving journalism 2: Global strategies and a look at investigative journalism. She also worked on the Open Society Foundation-funded report News Provision and Consumption Habits Among Non-Elites Across the Global South.
PhD student Martina Della Togna participated in seminars and online workshops hosted by civil society organisations such as the Active Citizens Movement, using her experiences, research activities and activism to share insight into the role of Parliament in state capture. She has also been involved in the attempts to revise both whistleblower legislation as well as the oversight for the management of staff within Parliament.
PhD student Thandi Bombi was chosen in a competitive process to participate in a PhD-level Violence and Trauma course given by the University of Oslo’s journalism department. She and two other students from Wits and Sao Paolo University presented at the Safety Matters 2021 Conference at the University of Oslo and then again at the 72nd Annual International Communication Association Conference in 2022 in Paris.
PhD student Robyn Perros, whose thesis is focused on the memorialisation of death online, began collaborating with the Collective for Radical Death Studies, an international, professional organisation formed to decolonize Death Studies and radicalise death practice. 
As a project group, Prof Anthea Garman along with PhD students and postdoctoral fellows worked on the country report on the SA Government’s responsiveness to the Covid pandemic as lead researchers and writers on the chapter on communications. PhD student Martina Della Togna – who has extensive knowledge of government departments and parliament as well as contacts within civil society organisations – acted as lead writer and managed the other researchers. This document has been presented to the Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation and to the National Planning Commission. It involved Della Togna, Prof Anthea Garman, postdoctoral fellow Dr Theodora Dame Adjin-Tettey and PhD student Thandeka Bukula. For the second edition in 2021 they were joined by PhD students Thandeka Gqubule-Mbeki and Julian Jacobs.
Dr Adjin Tettey and Prof Anthea Garman were also invited by the Fojo Media Institute based at Linnaeus University in Sweden to join researchers from Jonkoping University and Wits to work on a project on Sustainable Journalism in Sub Saharan Africa. Dr Adjin-Tettey set up all the interviews with journalists and was lead writer of the report which was launched at the Swedish Embassy in Pretoria in 2021. A network of journalists and media organisations has now been formed across the world to take the work further.
Sol Plaatje Institute and Highway Africa hosted a virtual panel discussion titled: Think Globally, Acting Locally: Sustaining South African Journalism in a post-Covid world on 18 March 2021. The international Highway Africa Conference was held (virtually) from 21 – 23 June 2021. It took a wide and close look at the impacts of media environmental factors, particularly platformisation, that are redefining the media and journalism landscapes in the ‘age of uncertainty and speed’.
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