Department of Politics and International Relations, Rhodes University

Postgraduate Course, 2009

The Mind of the Oppressed

The most potent weapon in the hands of the oppressor is the mind of the oppressed.

· Steven Bantu Biko

This course aims to give students a basic introduction to some of the thought that has developed, across time and space, in opposition to European domination of the world. Students will be required to attend twelve seminars, to participate in the discussion for each seminar and to hand in a two page written response to the readings for each seminar. Each student will be required to present their response to the readings at one seminar. Students will also be required to present a proposal for a long research essay, to modify that proposal if necessary and to submit a research essay at the conclusion of the course.

Seminar 1: The Haitian Revolution & the Universal

The compulsory readings for this week are as follows (optional readings and useful websites are listed on RU Connected):

· C.L.R. James, The Property (The first chapter from The Black Jacobins, first published in 1936)

· Peter Hallward ‘Haitian Inspiration’, Radical Philosophy, 2004

· Michel-Rolph Trouillot ‘An Unthinkable History’ (The third chapter from Silencing the Past, 1995)

· Susan Buck-Mors ‘Hegel and Haiti’, Critical Inquiry 2000

· Peter Hallward Introduction (From Damming the Flood, 2008 )

· Peter Hallward ‘An Interview with Jean –Bertrand Aristide’, London Review of Books, 2007

TASK: Hand in Weekly Paper

Seminar 2: Atlantic Slavery & the Making of the Modern World 

The compulsory readings for this week are as follows (optional readings and useful websites are listed on RU Connected):

· Peter Linebaugh & Marcus Rediker The Many-Headed Hydra Sailors, Slaves, Commoners and the Hidden History of the Revolutionary Atlantic, 2000

· Chapter 3 “A Blackymore Maide Named Francis” pages 71 – 103

· Chapter 5 Hydrarchy: Sailors, Pirates and the Maritime State pages 143 – 173

· Chapter 8 The Conspiracy of Catherine and Edward Despard pages 248 – 286 

· Frederick Douglas The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass , 1881

· Part 1 Chapter 10 - Chapter 17, pages 46 – 104

· Part 2 Chapter 1 - Chapter 2, pages 147 – 161

TASK: Hand in Weekly Paper

Seminar 3:  Aime Cesaire & Frantz Fanon

The compulsory readings for this week are as follows (optional readings and useful websites are listed on RU Connected):

· Aime Cesaire: Discourse on Colonialism

· Frantz Fanon: Black Skin, White Masks

TASK: Hand in Weekly Paper

Seminar 4: The Damned of the Earth

The compulsory readings for this week are as follows (optional readings and useful websites are listed on RU Connected):

· Frantz Fanon The Wretched of the Earth (Grove Press, New York) 2006

TASK: Hand in Weekly Paper

Seminar 6: Steven Biko & Angela Davis 

The compulsory readings for this week are as follows (optional readings and useful websites are listed on RU Connected):

· Gail Gerhart Interview with Steve Biko, 1971 http://abahlali.org/files/Interview%20with%20Steve.pdf 

· Angela Davis Women, Race & Class, 1981 http://www.marxists.org/subject/women/authors/davis-angela/housework.htm 

TASK: Hand in Weekly Paper

Seminar 7: Paulo Freire & Che Guevara 

The compulsory readings for this week are as follows (optional readings and useful websites are listed on RU Connected):

· Paulo Freire The Pedagogy of the Oppressed (London: Penguin), 1996

· Che Guevara The Che Guevara Reader (New York: Ocean Press), 2003

TASK: Hand in Weekly Paper

Seminar 8: Edward Said & Orientalism 

The compulsory readings for this week are as follows (optional readings and useful websites are listed on RU Connected):

· 'Introduction to Orientalism', The Edward Said Reader edited by Moustafa Bayoumi & Andrew Rubin (London: Vintage), 2000

· 'The Scope of Orientalism', The Edward Said Reader edited by Moustafa Bayoumi & Andrew Rubin (London: Vintage), 2000

· 'Islam as News', The Edward Said Reader edited by Moustafa Bayoumi & Andrew Rubin (London: Vintage), 2000

· 'An Interview with Edward Said', The Edward Said Reader edited by Moustafa Bayoumi & Andrew Rubin (London: Vintage), 2000

TASK: Hand in Weekly Paper

Seminar 9: African Feminisms 

The compulsory readings for this week are as follows (optional readings and useful websites are listed on RU Connected):

· Mojubaolu Olufunke Okome Listening to Africa, Misunderstanding and Misinterpreting Africa: Reformist Western Feminist Evangelism on African Women, Paper presented to the 42nd Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association 

· Nawal El Saadawi 'Breaking Through' from The Hidden Face of Eve (London, Zed Books), 1980 

· BAOBAB for Women’s Human Rights Please Stop the International Amina Lawal Protest Letter Campaigns, 2003 http://www.wluml.org/english/newsfulltxt.shtml?cmd%5B157%5D=x-157-18546 

TASK: Hand in Weekly Paper

Seminar 10: Subaltern Studies

The compulsory readings for this week are as follows (optional readings and useful websites are listed on RU Connected):

· Ranajit Guha ‘Introduction’ in A Subaltern Studies Reader, 1997 (Oxford, Delhi) 

· Partha Chatterjee ‘Populations and Political Society’ in The Politics of the Governed, 2004 (Permanent Black, Delhi) 

· Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak 'The New Subaltern: A Silent Interview' in Mapping Subaltern Studies and the Post-Colonial edited by Vinayak Chaturvedi (Vintage, London), 2000

· Sangtin Feminist Writers ‘Challenges of NGOisation and Dreams of Sangtin’ in Playing With Fire: Femminist Thought and Activism Through Seven Lives in India, 2006 (University of Minnesota, Minneapolis) 

· S’bu Zikode To Resist All Degradations and Divisions, 2009

TASK: Hand in Weekly Paper

Seminar 11: Emancipatory Theory in Contemporary South Africa 

The compulsory readings for this week are as follows (optional readings and useful websites are listed on RU Connected):

· Grant Farred ‘The Not Yet Counterpartisan: A new politics of oppositionality’ South Atlantic Quarterly, Vol. 1, No. 4, 2004 

· Nigel Gibson ‘Upright and Free: Fanon in South Africa from Biko to Abahlali baseMjondolo’, Social Identities, Vol. 14, No. 6, 2008 

· Andile Mngxitama Why Biko Wouldn’t Vote, 2009 http://kaganof.com/kagablog/2009/04/20/why-biko-would-not-vote-a-pamphlet-by-andile-mngxitama/ 

· Michael Neocosmos Naming the Post-Development State: Analysing Political Subjectivities Today, 2009 

· Raj Patel ‘A Short Course in Politics at the University of Abahlali baseMjondolo’, Journal of Asian and African Studies, Vol. 48, No. 5 2008 (but first published in 2006) 

TASK: Hand in Weekly Paper


Seminar 12: The Anti-Colonial Intellectual 

The compulsory readings for this week are as follows (optional readings and useful websites are listed on RU Connected):

· Edward Said Representations of the Intellectual (London, Vintage), 1996

· Mahmood Mamdani 'The Intelligentsia, the State and Social Movements in Africa' in Academic Freedom in Africa edited by Mamadou Diouf and Mahmood Mamdanni (Dakar, Codesria), 1994

TASK: Hand in Weekly Paper

