The post-graduate programme
From 2010 prospective students are expected to align their individual research projects - BA Hons. research papers, M.A. full/mini theses and PhD dissertations - with the available specialisms of the lecturers in the department. Currently these are: 

Dr Leonhard Praeg
·  Violence, legitimation and terror
·  African philosophy
·  Collective violence

Professor Louise Vincent
· Gender studies
· Reproductive rights
· Political identity

· Women in politics
· Multiculturalism.

Dr Sally Matthews 
· The study of Africa
· Poverty and privilege
· African political economy
· Race and identity in South Africa.

Professor Paul Bischoff
· Foreign policy analysis
· South African foreign policy
· International organization
· Global governance
· Multilateralism and Diplomacy
Dr Booker Magure 

· Social Dialogue and Social Movement Unionism

· Civil society and Democratisation,

· International Economic Relations
Ms Georgina Barrett
· Critical security studies
· International political sociology
· The United Nations system.

Mr. Richard Pithouse
· Contemporary political theory
· Anti- and post-colonial theory
· Popular movements
· Urbanism
· Critical race theory 
Mr Mike Mavura
· Migration and development

· International and regional organisations

· International economic relations
Ms Siphokazi Magadla

· Security and development in Africa

· African Diaspora 

· Women in peace and security

· South African politics and foreign policy 

B.A.Hons.
It is anticipated that each of the above fields of research may at some point, although obviously not all at the same time, present in terms of an active research project run by the lecturer in question. The post-graduate course on offer will form the core of a staff member’s research project that will run through as many annual teaching cycles as the project leader requires and may or may not align itself with Thinking Africa. For instance, in 2010 Dr. Leonhard Praeg is in the second of a three-year teaching based research cycle into “Ubuntu” situated in the general research field of African Philosophy. Honours students who elect to do this course with Dr. Praeg will take part in an exciting collaborative research project into one of the most fascinating and surprisingly complex questions of debate in contemporary South Africa. The three-year ubuntu cycle will conclude with the publication of the best student papers in the form of peer-reviewed articles and, having aligned itself with the Thinking Africa project, as a collection of papers in book form under the project series title Thinking Africa: Ubuntu

Masters degree in Political and International Studies 
Masters students in the department have always had a choice between doing masters by course work (which includes a mini thesis) and masters by full thesis. The launch of Thinking Africa will not change this although, from 2010, the research focus of both the mini- and full thesis will be more closely aligned with the relevant fields of research and, when and where possible, with the research projects on offer: 
• Masters degree by course work: students who elect this option will have to choose their requisite number of courses from those on offer in the year of registration. From 2010 the mini-thesis component of the masters by course work has to be in one of the fields of research. In addition, students will be encouraged to conduct their mini-thesis research as an extension of one of the teaching based research projects on offer. For example, masters by course work students who want to work in “African Philosophy” will be required to do the course on Ubuntu and encouraged to write a mini-thesis on the same topic. 
• Masters degree by full thesis: from 2010 students who elect this option will be asked to choose a topic of research within one of the listed fields of interest. Where such a field of interest presents in terms of a teaching based research project, that is, where the lecturer concerned is running a course in that field of interest, masters students by thesis will be required to audit (sit in) on that course although their participation will not be formally assessed. Should the project leader and/or student in question choose to do so, work produced as a result of masters by thesis may also be considered for inclusion in the Thinking Africa end-of-research-cycle publication. 

PhD students 
Given that PhD students are rarely in residence the sole requirement here is that proposals be submitted in the fields of research of the staff member they propose to work with. 
