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[image: image1.jpg]APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN YOUNG SCIENTISTS SUMMER PROGRAMME (SA-YSSP)
24 NOVEMBER 2013 – 22 FEBRUARY 2014
PART I: GENERAL INFORMATION
	Full name:

Title:

University/Institution:

Department & Faculty/ College:

Postal address:

Telephone (land line):
(country code)(city code)(number)
Telephone (mobile):
(country code)(number)

Fax:

URL: 

Email:

Date of birth:

Gender:

Nationality:

Country of residence:



PART II: PROPOSED RESEARCH PROJECT(S)
The SA-YSSP is based on the “Research in Triplets” framework, in which one South African researcher and one IIASA researcher will jointly supervise one or more SA-YSSP participants. Each team of supervisors has developed a description of the research theme that they will be able to supervise as SA-YSSP projects. See Annex A of the NRF Call for Applications for details of these research themes, including background reading and expected skills.
As an SA-YSSP participant, you will be associated with one of these supervisor teams. Please carefully examine their descriptions to determine which ones are relevant to your interests and skills, and choose up to three research themes in the context of which you would like to work for your SA-YSSP project. This choice should be based on your expertise and experience, as well as on the relevance of the offered research themes to your PhD work. We strongly encourage you to contact all members of the applicable supervisor teams in due course as you develop your application, to ensure that your proposal fits well with the supervisors’ interests and capabilities.
In the list below, please use the blank spaces on the left to indicate, by inserting the numbers ‘1’ to ‘3’, up to three research themes for which you would like to be considered as an SA-YSSP candidate:
___1
Extract of Africa: Towards the equitable and ecologically-sound governance of mining and drilling

Ikechukwu Umejesi and Michael Thompson

___2
Systems analysis for sustainable green city development

Dillip Kumar Das, Michael Thompson and Bruce Beck

___3
Understanding individual and community responses to slow and sudden-onset change: Drivers and options
for building resilience in the Eden District of South Africa

Christo Fabricius and Reinhard Mechler

___4
Transformation of the South African energy system: Towards environmental leadership and participatory 
governance

Vain Jarbandhan and Nadejda Komendantovaa

___5
Energy efficiency in a sustainable mining industry

Bessie Monchusi and Marek Makowski

___6
Economic growth under environmental constraints: Toward a low carbon future in South Africa

Oukouomi Noutchie and Matthias Jonas

___7
Mitigation of air pollution and greenhouse gases

Charles Mbohwa, Manfred Strubbegger and Holger Rogner

___8
Domestic energy access at the bottom of the pyramid: health, social, environmental and economic aspects of 
solid biomass fuel use and potential for change in Southern Africa

Harold John Annegarn, Shonali Pachauri and Zbigniew Klimont

___9.
Assessing competing land use options for fuel, food and fibre in subtropical and tropical Africa

Barend Erasmus and Aline Mosnier

___10
Resilience measures in ecosystems and networks

Ursula Scharler and Brian Fath

___11
Stability and complexity of adaptive ecological networks

Cang Hui and Ulf Dieckmann

___12
Dynamical systems in ecology: Models, analysis and simulations.

Jacek Banasiak and Alexey Davidoff

___13
Modelling mechanisms influencing above- and below-ground diversity and productivity in plant communities

Wijnand Swart, Gergely Boza and Ulf Dieckmann

___14
World Water Scenarios Initiative: Southern Africa case study

Yali Edessa Woyessa and David Wiberg

___15
Water futures and solutions

Jacqueline Goldin and David Wiberg

___16
Integrating Indigenous Knowledge into maternal and child health programs in Southern Africa
Cheryl Nikodem and Andrew Noymer

___17
New approaches to measuring ageing in South Africa

Nancy Phaswana-Mafuya, Warren Sanderson and Serguei Scherbov

___18
Educational reform and social justice

Petronella Jonck and Anne Goujon
___19
Exploring the population-environment-development nexus and differential vulnerability in sub-Saharan Africa

Andre Pelser and Raya Muttarak

Please prepare a summary of the research project you propose to conduct during the SA-YSSP. Each such project description should be at minimum one page in length, and at maximum three pages. If your proposed project is relevant to more than one SA-YSSP research theme, you need only prepare one project description, and include a sufficiently detailed note explaining how you would adjust your research directions and emphasis depending on your affiliation with each of the SA-YSSP research themes you have selected. If you propose significantly different research in response to different SA-YSSP research themes, please submit a separate description for each such project.
The following are mandatory headings for structuring each project description:

· Proposed research goals

· Relationship of proposed research to SA-YSSP research theme offered by supervisor teams
· Proposed methods and approach

· Reasons for personal interest

· Relevant research or work experience, including courses completed

· Linkage of proposed SA-YSSP project with PhD research

· Expected benefits and outcomes of SA-YSSP participation.
PART III: RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
	Title of PhD thesis (planned):
	

	Start date:
	

	End date (planned):
	


Please provide a short summary (approximately half a page) of the focus of your PhD research, with objectives and planned outcomes.
Please attach a full CV.
PART IV: SIGNATURES AND REFERENCES
If selected, the undersigned applicant agrees to participate for the full period of the SA-YSSP from 24 November 2013 to 22 February 2014, and to engage in the necessary preparations and follow-up activities. With approval by the SA-YSSP supervisors, participants are allowed to take up to five days of leave for personal or professional reasons, potentially including the December holiday break. Participants commit to the timely submission of their SA-YSSP research reports and to working towards submitting a resultant manuscript to an international scientific journal after the SA-YSSP.
	Applicant name:

	Signature:

	Date:


I confirm that the student indicated above is enrolled in a PhD programme in my Department, and has his or her academic advisor’s approval to take part in the SA-YSSP if selected.
	Applicant’s PhD Supervisor or
Academic Department Representative (please print):

	Signature:

	Date:


For South African applicants only: I confirm that the student indicated above has University approval to apply for and take part in the SA-YSSP.* No financial commitment from the institution is implied by this approval.
	Research Authorising Officer (please print):

	Signature:
	Date:


Including with each application a letter of reference from the applicant’s PhD thesis advisor or from another individual familiar with the applicant’s research capabilities and experience is strongly encouraged. 









* All applications submitted should contain the original signature and original stamp of the university/ research institution showing commitment to participate in the SA-YSSP.
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