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Cory Library collects material of all kinds to support 
research in the humanities and social sciences. Its 
book, journal and archival holdings are particularly 
strong in the fields of Eastern Cape history, heritage 
and culture, mission and church history, family 
history, and various southern African topics, 
including politics, literature, education, mining, 
commerce and agriculture. Since the initial deposit 
of Sir George Cory’s collections, there has been 
a focus on the history of the Eastern Cape and on 
Grahamstown itself.
Cory Library’s collections include manuscripts 
and other documents, Cape and other Government 
publications, rare and modern books, pamphlets, 
periodicals and newspapers, maps, photographs, 
audio-visual recordings, and electronic media.
Access
Cory Library is not a circulating library, and is 
not open over weekends. It is open to members of 
Rhodes University. Members of the wider research 
community and the public are welcome to buy 
readers’ tickets to do research in this library.

Hours of opening:
Mondays – Fridays, 08.30 - 17.00
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The Electron Microscope Unit was established as 
an autonomous service department in the Faculty of 
Science in 1972. Although the unit is used primarily 
as a research facility by university life scientists, 
chemists, geologists, and postgraduates, the staff 
of the unit assist in some undergraduate classes 
and undertake research. Current instrumentation 
housed in the unit includes a TESCAN Vega 
scanning electron microscope which has an Oxford 
Instruments EDS detector, a Zeiss Libra 120 Plus 
TEM, an Olympus SZX16 stereo microscope, and 
three Olympus BX series optical photomicroscopes 
with facilities for bright field, fluorescence, 
differential interference contrast and phase contrast 
imaging. Images from all microscopes are captured 
digitally. Digital image analysis is possible using 
various software packages. 


