A. ETHICALSTANDARDSPOLICY

A policy for ensuring the protection of the riglasd dignity of human subjects involved in
University research.

PREAMBLE

Research involving humans as subjects is imporfant the advancement of
knowledge in the sphere of human welfare. It iDgaised that University research has made
a substantial contribution to the welfare of socind that its effective continuation is vital
to society and to the academic activities of thévehsity. It is clear that most research with
humans has been conducted with a strong sensefespional ethics and responsibility. It is
acknowledged that researchers have a sense diugeato those who have participated in
their studies and that continuing good-will betwaesearchers and subjects is vital for
creative research.

That the rights and dignity of all subjects be pobéd by a policy statement of Ethical
Standards and Procedures is seen as an importgaettasf protecting this relationship.
Research, and associated class-projects, mustrioeicted with extreme care with regard to
the rights and welfare of the individuals who vdker as subjects.

The climate in which human research may be condusthighly sensitive in terms of public
reaction, availability of funding, and legal liabjl It is envisaged that external agencies
funding research will increasingly require an ingtonal review of the ethical standards of
proposed research as a condition for their consiaer of applications for funds. In this
regard, it is recognised that staff members comdgicind supervising research and class
projects have the primary responsibility becauds they who have detailed knowledge of
the project and of working directly with subjedtsis affirmed also that the institution, under
whose auspices human research is conducted, leas isponsibility to the subjects of that
research.

The rights and welfare of all who contribute to thdvancement of knowledge by their
participation as subjects in University researchivies are of prime importance to the
University. Consequently, these rights must begmtedd by conscientious scrutiny of each
University research project and class project ideorto identify all foreseeable risks. In
addition, all subjects should be afforded the oppoty to protect themselves, and should
participate only by express consent, freely givitarahaving received adequate information
about the project in order to evaluate the rislkd thay be encountered as well as the legal
limitations to anonymity and confidentiality. Fihgl subjects must be able to rely on the
researcher to respect their privacy, to maintaongmous status, and to keep confidential all
data collected pursuant to participation in thggmbwithin the legal limitations referred to
above.



The policy described herein is designed to suppod reinforce ethical standards, and to
provide the formal mechanisms for endorsement bylthiversity of academic and research
programmes utilizing human subjects.

SCOPE

The Policy on Ethics with respect to the use of ldansubjects at Rhodes University shall
apply to the use of human subjects in all Univgrsisearch and class projetts addition,
the policy shall apply to research involving thee usf University facilities by outside
persons/agencies operating under an agreementheitniversity.

DEFINITIONSAND INTERPRETATION
Class Project

A classroom demonstration/practical laboratory eiser or a research project
assigned by the instructor as part of the leart@aghing plan of a course is defined
as a class project. Thesis research does not ilinwthis category, but within the
category of University research projects. In thasrmection ensuring that the Ethical
Guidelines of the University are complied with isrmally a responsibility of the
Department concerned, although a Department mayestgeview of a particular
proposed class project by the Ethical Standardsmitiee.

University Resear ch Project

All research projects carried out by postgraduatelents and/or Staff of Rhodes
University, or by outside agencies but using Rhbdasilities fall within this
category.

Project Supervisor and Resear ch Assistant

The project supervisor is a staff member who isyirag out an independent research
project, or who is supervising a graduate or ung@ehgate student engaged in a

research project, or who is the lecturer supergisitclass project/practical.

Students or other persons authorised by the prejgadrvisor to carry out the project
are research assistants.

Pr otocol

The description of the project to be submittedh Department of Human Subjects
Committee or the University Ethical Standards Cottemiis called the protocol.

(See APPENDIX 1 for a copy of the protocol relatiseHuman Subjects Research)




POLICY

1. GENERAL POLICY
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1.2

1.3
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The Policy, Procedures and Ethical Guidelindspted by the University are
binding upon all University researchers and leggir@rimary responsibility for
ensuring that these policies and procedures areradto rests with the Project
Supervisor.

The University research projects of concerre lage those deemed to involve the
use of human subjects and must be approved besarenencement of the project
where they involve:

(@) personal or physical observation of, or contaith, a human subject or
community.

(b) the eliciting of personal information from obaut a human subject,
including use of personal records of an institution

(c) experimental therapeutic or non-therapeutieassh on a human subject;
(d) interviewing and interview procedures; or

(e) the use in a new research project of storedidmmtial data originally
collected by any of the preceding methods.

0] the use of tissues of human origin.

Where class projects involve the use of humdnjests as described in 1.2, the
projects must conform to the relevant Ethical Glimds adopted by the
University. It is recognised, however, that cert&arning-teaching activities
involving human subjects are so proliferated andumh an innocuous nature that
the lecturer has no option but to exercise his guasibnal discretion in
determining whether a formal approval by the Ursitgr would be required.
Where such lecturers have any doubt about the dapall the project to meet
the standard Guidelines, they should consult tBeipartment Human Subjects
Committee or the University Ethical Standards Cotteai to determine if the
project should obtain formal approval.

It is incumbent upon lecturers to make studentstigators aware of the Policy,
Procedures and Ethical Guidelines for use of husudnjects in academic affairs,
and to ascertain that the students involved arepetent to maintain the
standards.

Nothing in this policy document should be ipteted as relieving a University
researcher, lecturer or research assistant of binyations acquired as a result of
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2.

membership of a professional association. Howeaginerence to a professional
code of ethics does not in itself override the gdtion to observe the procedures
set out here, where they normally would apply.

The committees established to implement thigydave discretion in applying

the Ethical Guidelines where exceptional circumstanor common sense dictate,
provided that the basic principles underlying tbéqy are not compromised.

DEPARTMENT HUMAN SUBJECTS COMMITTEE (SEE B2 FOR

PROCEDUREY)

2.1

2.2

2.3

Where there is a substantial number of unityenssearch projects or class
projects which use, as human subjects, studentdleshrin courses given by a
Department or children enrolled in Departmentalgpaonmes, or which involve
human subjects in thesis research done by studentse Department, that
Department should establish a Department HumareStshCommittee.

Membership

(a) the Department Human Subjects Committee to siebkshed by the
H.O.D. shall consist of:

)] The H.O.D. or his/her designate;

i) at least two departmental staff members activenvestigations
involving human subjects;

iii) such ad hoc members as may be named by the committee to deal
with particular protocols, including student mensbewhere
appropriate.

(b) Membership of the Committee will be for a oreay term, but members
may be re-appointed annually.

Functions and Responsibilities

(a) In the following three circumstances, the Cotteei will review protocols
submitted for University research projects and <lpojects in order to
ensure that, in their use of human subjects, suofegis will meet the
ethical standards adopted by the University:

)] where the project uses students enrolled in sgsigiven by the
Department or children enrolled in Departmentalgpacnmes (but
see 3.3 (a) iv);



i) where the project involves human subjects imsth research
conducted by students staff in the Department.

iii) where the project involves human subjects anrthesis research
by students or Staff in the Department (but se€&.3.

Protocols for all other projects shall be revieweyg the University Ethical
Standards Committee (see 3.3a).

(b) The Department Human Subjects Committee mayeca@pproval on the
protocol. Alternatively, the Committee may suggeshendments, in
consultation with the project supervisor, particiylavhere a discrepancy
is perceived between the protocol and the Ethicaid€ines. The
Committee may require a project to be monitorecduch a manner as
deemed appropriate.

(c) The Department Human Subjects Committee witrréhe matter to the
University's Ethical Standards Committee where:

)] the project supervisor is unable to agree to #iterations
suggested by the Department Human Subjects Conenitted
where the project supervisor wishes the decisiaghatf Committee
to be reviewed,;

i) a minority of the Committee wishes to registéssent from the
approval of a protocol given by that Committee.

(d) The Department Human Subjects Committee wikhireon file, for the
Ethical Standards Committee, a copy of each protestewed by it, with
amendments if any, and a record of the decisioantdly the Committee
immediately after the review is completed. dfi hoc members were
consulted in the course of making the decision, féoa should be noted.

(e) The Committee will investigate, and attempt gatisfy, objections
concerning ethical standards in any on-going orpletad project which
is subject to review by the Committee. Where a wispcannot be
resolved, the Committee will refer the matter te tbniversity Ethical
Standards Committee.

3. UNIVERSITY ETHICAL STANDARDSCOMMITTEE

3.1 The University Ethical Standards Committee Ishadnstitute a standing
committee of the Senate.

3.2 Membership



3.3

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

The University Ethical Standards Committee sthaomprise the Dean of
each Faculty or their nominees, as well as the D#faResearch and
his/her nominee, and a representative of the megrodession. Where
possible, continuity on the Committee will be emslby staggering the
appointments. The above should take effect fron8199

The Chairman shall be elected by the memberhefCommittee for a
two-year term.

The Chairman of the University Ethical Standa@mmittee shall be free
to invite ad hoc members to deal with particulatpcols.

Membership of the Committee will be for an imittwo-year term, but
members may be re-appointed.

Functions and Responsibilities

@)

(b)

The University Ethical Standards Committee Ishiaiew protocols

submitted for University research projects and <lpsojects in order to
ensure that such projects will, in their use of hansubjects, meet the
ethical standards adopted by the University whaeeotoject:

)] involves an application for funding to an extarnesearch sponsor
or to grant programmes administered by the Unitserand where
human subjects will participate;

i) is a University research project or a classjgebwhich is funded
internally, or which does not require funding, extthg those
projects assessed by the Department Human Sulfjectsnittee
under Part 2 of this policy;

iii) originates in a Department which does not haveéDepartment
Human Subjects Committee;

iv) involves an application to an institution organization to use its
members, who are legal minors, as human subjects.

The University Ethical Standards Committee roawfer approval on the
protocol of such a project. Alternately, the Contegt may suggest
amendments to the protocol, in consultation with pmoject supervisor,
where a discrepancy is perceived between the bt the standard
Guidelines. The Committee may require a projedig¢anonitored in such
manner as it deems appropriate.



(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

The approval of the Committee under 3.3a carsg approval of the
ethical standard by the University where requirgdalfunding agency or
sponsor.

The University Ethical Standards Committee wafer the matter to the
Senate where:

)] the project supervisor is not prepared to alerresearch protocol
in order to conform to the suggestions of the Cotte®j and the
project supervisor wishes the decision of the Catemito be
reviewed,;

i) a minority of the Committee wishes to registéssent from the
approval, given by the Committee, of a protocol.

The Committee will investigate, and attempt gatisfy, objections
concerning ethical standards in any ongoing or deteg project which
was subject to review by that Committee. Where spute cannot be
resolved the Committee will refer the matter to Semate.

The Committee will clarify and interpret the IRy, Procedures and
Ethical Guidelines where necessary, and may frome tito time
recommend procedural and policy changes to the tSeas well as
providing information to staff as appropriate.

The Committee will conduct a review of the peniance of each
Department Human Subjects Committee at least aneedry four years.



