RHODES UNIVERSITY

students’ representative council

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, 17TH OF JANUARY 2011


AT 18:00 IN THE R.A ROOM

2010. M5.1      ATTENDANCE









The Chair welcomed councillors to their seventh meeting of Council.







   
2010. M5.2
PRESENT
· President Chair
· Vice President: Internal

· Vice President: External

· Treasurer

· Benefits & Sponsorship

· Media

· Societies

· Community Engagement

· International Affairs

· Residence

· Oppidan 

· Environmental
· SRC Liason
2010. M5.3
APOLOGIES


An apology was received from the Academic and Activism & Transformation

Councillors. 

2010. M5.4
OTHER MATTERS FOR THE AGENDA

2010. M5.5
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 


Council confirmed the minutes of the meeting held on the:



5.1 18th of October 2010, subject to the following amendments:



· Item 2010.M6.2: SRC Liaison should be on the list of attendees.

· Item 2010.M6.7: The VIP Lounge suggestions should read: Council had decided t host a VIP section which will be open to all councillors and only authorised O-week helpers.

· Item 2010.M6.8: Campus Media Proposal should read: This proposal is about having Kit-Kat benches on campus. Should the SRC endorse this project, Campus Media offers to pay a monthly fee to the SRC. It was decided the environmental councillor will check with the aesthetics committee on the environmental implications of this project.

· Item 2010.M6.9: SASCO should read: Mr. Xhanti Njozela has lodged a complaint on behalf of their other students about an unfair ruling against them by the university. The students are active leaders of SASCO, ANCYL, and YCL. Council has agreed to firstly send an email that confirms council’s receipt of the complaint. Secondly council has agreed to meet with students and to further investigate the matters so as to have more clarity on the events that took place, and to make an informed decision.

· Item 2010.M6.14: SRC EXECUTIVE should read: Council has agreed to make the interim executive committee the permanent executive committee, namely: President, Vice President Internal, Vice President External, Treasurer, Societies, and International Affairs councillors. 

· Item 2010. M6.19: DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING should read: R.A ROOM SPACE: Council has deliberated on what the R.A room will be used for, however a decision has not yet been reached.

· Item 2010.M6.20: SWOT DAYS vs SWOT WEEK: The media councillor has reported that swot week will resume as swot days just to accommodate the world cup.

· Item 2010. M6.21: DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING should be moved from item 2010.M6.19 to item 2010.M6.21.
2010. M6.6
MATTERS ARISING
· MR.MONARENG’S PROPOSAL: The Vice President External reported on the meeting that he had with Mr. Monareng. The Vice President External stated that Mr. Monareng misunderstood the SRC’s stance on the proposal. Mr. Monareng was looking for a profit based business opportunity that would be endorsed by the SRC, whereas council agreed to help him as a student and not an entrepreneur. Mr. Monareng requested amongst other things an amount of R15000.00 from the SRC to pay for his graphics on the map. Council has decided to include Mr. Monareng’s map one of the pages that have been allocated to the SRC in Activate, however the SRC will not issue an amount of R15000.00 for the graphics.
· VIP LOUNGE SUGGESTIONS: The council has voted to allow only council members, liaison and administration officers and their partners, and authorised O-week helpers. 

· The Academic councillor has resigned due to personal reasons. The President and the Liaison have contacted the runner up as per the constitution and Mr. Nwigwe accepts the portfolio of academic councillor. Mr. Nwigwe will be present at the next council meeting on the 24th of January 2011.

· The Projects Manager has not returned to office yet, however nothing official has been heard from his side. Thus he is still the Projects Manager until such a time that council receives a resignation from him.

· The Environmental councillor has been assigned to be the acting academic councillor and Oppidan councillor is the acting Projects Manager.

· The President has made it clear that all councillors should report to at 09:00 every morning during the preparations for O-week.

2010. M6.7   O-WEEK UPDATE AND TASK ASSIGNMENTS

· Council has been allocated 10 minutes at the monument during O-week to introduce themselves to first year students. Council has agreed to have a concept by Thursday the 20th of January 2011 and to reach a decision about what will be showcased for the first years. Council will hold a workshop on the 20th of January to brainstorm ideas about the task at hand.
· The O-week central team comprises of the following councillors: Community Engagement, Student Benefits, Societies, and Oppidan/Projects.
2010. M6.8
IMPORTANT UNIVERSITY POLICIES





 
The Liaison officer has stated that all policy forms should be made available 

for all councillors. The President will print the policy and each councillor will 

read and pass it on the next councillor. 
2010. M6.9 
OPPIE BUS










Nedbank has proposed to give the SRC R100 000.00 towards the oppie bus. 

The Treasurer suggests that Nedbank use our union lawns for advertising so as 

to secure a beneficial relationship with them. 
2010. M6.10  
BUDGET



Income: The Treasurer has reported that our income as the SRC has been provided by the university. In past instances the SRC has been able to receive external funding, yet the funding has been going through the university account instead of coming straight to the SRC account. This has proven to be problematic in the past, as it puts the SRC in a compromising situation with no hold over their finances, thus the Treasurer has suggested for council to take full control of their finances and for external funders to deposit money directly into the SRC account.


Expenditure: The Treasurer suggested that council be more transparent with their costs to the student body. Councillors will have their individual budgets at the next council meeting. 

2010. M6.11
CLEANING STAFF




The SRC Vice President Internal has suggested that council arranges to meet 

the cleaning staff over a tea on Wednesday the 19th of January 2011. Council 

has agreed to hold a tea party.
2010. M6.12
RELEASE OF ALL RESULTS



The university is withholding the results of students who still owe money. 


Council has agreed to take the matter further in order to fight for students to 

receive their results. The International Affairs Councillor has volunteered to 

look at previous Council minutes that might have ruled in favour of the system 

that the university is using. 
2010. M6.13
UPCOMING EVENTS


O-week: 5th -12th February



SRC Camp: Date to still be finalised
2010. M6.14
SRC EXECUTIVE 



An executive meeting was held but there were no matters arising. 
2010. M6.15
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE EXECUTIVE

2010. M6.16
SRC HALL REPS



The Residence councillor has been excused from any council related events on 
the weekend of the 28th January 2011 as he will be attending a hall comm. The 
Residence councillor will email the hall reps that are not part of hall comm 
about their return and ask the hall wardens for permission. The
President suggested that the hall reps who are not in hall comm are granted the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the hall comm. Council has agreed that the President will meet with the constitutional chair committee to sort out the SRC constitution and the halls’ constitution. 











2010. M6.17
SOCIETIES



The Societies councillor has designed a website where societies can blog



 And effectively communicate with their members. Council has urged the 



Societies councillor to be stringent with his societies so as to avoid any 



fraudulent activities that societies might get up to. 

2010. M6.18    REPORT BACK        


The Library Committee and the previous SRC administration have agreed to

 
turn the lower part of the library into an internet café. A survey was conducted 


and the majority of students requested to have an internet café as opposed to 


having a Postgraduate learning kaif. The Library Committee wants to change 


what they agreed on by strongly suggesting that the space be utilised for 



Postgraduate students instead of it being used as an internet café for all 


students. However they cannot do this if the SRC does not support them as 


this requires money from the resale account. Majority of council would like 


the space for internet café, however a decision is still to be made. 
2010. M6.19
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING




The next council meeting will be held on Monday the 24th of January 2011, in




R.A room.
