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67 Minutes for Mandela Day
The Mandela Day on 18 July, as proposed by the Nelson Mandela Foundation, coincides with Mandela's birthday. The Albany Museum, together with the rest of the world will once again celebrate the legacy of the legendary former State President. 

State President Jacob Zuma, in his maiden State of the Nation Address said that “Madiba was politically active for 67 years, and on Mandela Day people all over the world, in the workplace, at home and in schools, will be called upon to spend at least 67 minutes of their time doing something useful within their communities, especially amongst the less fortunate”. 

President Zuma has encouraged every South African to wholeheartedly support Mandela Day and to encourage the world to join in this wonderful campaign. 
As part of its contribution, the Museum, through its Education Department and the
Mobile Museum Service has identified Manleys Flats and Wilson’s Party, both farm schools in needy areas. These are humble PDI farm schools already benefiting from the museum’s programmes.

Staff members and others have been encouraged to voluntarily donate anything they no longer need including old clothes, blankets, writing materials, crayons, balls, games, and toys. The donations could be aimed at parents, teachers and learners alike. Household items such as washing up basins, buckets, towels and garden tools such as spades, rakes and forks are always useful too. The campaign is also being extended to DSRAC Cacadu District staff members, other government departments, Rhodes University, businesses, NGOs and members of the public. 

Bongani Mgijima, the Albany Museum Manager, said: “This is a project that lies close to my heart”.

Donations received will be distributed on 24 July 2009 by Marijke Lewis, Head of Education Department, and Nozipho Madinda, Mobile Museum Unit Education Officer. They will be accompanied by Cecil Nonqane, the Deputy Museum Manager who will officially hand these over to the identified schools. The Mobile Museum Unit hopes to spend 67 minutes at each school.
Anybody feeling that they would like to be a part of this worthy cause may please contact Ms Bulelwa Sontshatsha at the museum 046 622 2312 or deposit these items in the Education Department storeroom.
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