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Albany Museum welcomes the New Manager
The long wait for the appointment of a new manager is over. Bongani Mgijima has been appointed as the manager for Albany Museum in place of Dr Lita Webley. Mgijima was presented to the Board of Trustees, the Heads of Departments and the staff respectively by Similo Grootboom, the Head of the Directorate of Museums and Heritage in the Department of Sports, Recreation, Arts and Culture.

“Ladies and gentlemen, I bring to you Mr Mgijima with the blessings of the MEC and the head office staff,” Grootboom said. “You have our support,” he said, referring to Mgijima.
The heads of departments introduced themselves. Among them was Dr Fred Gess who has 50 years experience in museums, 40 years spent at Albany Museum.

Mgijima, shying away from his vast experience that he is bringing along, said: “I am empty, ready to draw from your experiences. Surely it is going to be easy working with such an experienced team. I do not have any solutions. I consult a lot. We will solve all the problems together”. 
Mgijima is making a comeback after five years absence in the museum sector. He holds postgraduates qualifications including the famous Postgraduate Diploma in Museums and Heritage offered by Robben Island Museum, University of Cape Town and University of the Western Cape. He started the Lwandle Migrant Labour Museum as a community project. He also worked at management level both for the North West Department of Sports, Arts and Culture, and the Western Cape Department of Cultural Affairs and Sports. Before coming to the Museum he was a manager responsible for tourism in the Western Cape. 
Mgijima commended the strides taken by the Museum, including the strong relationships with Rhodes University and other stakeholders such as the NRF. 

“My interest is museums and community,” he concluded, “My door will always be open”.

Cecil Nonqane, handing over the reigns, alluded: “Welcome. You are the 54th staff member”. Nonqane has been holding and steadying the ship ever since the departure of Dr Webley in June 2008. 

Mgijima was born and bred in Alice. He is back to plough back what he garnered all over South Africa and abroad. He spent six months in Sweden in 2006 in an exchange programme.   
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