Tools for Wetland Assessment Course – September 2011
Wetlands provide a range of goods and services that contribute to human well-being, including: 
· supporting services such as biogeochemical cycling and water quality enhancement, 
· provisioning services such as food supply, fibre for production of household utensils and freshwater supply
· regulating services such as climate regulation, streamflow regulation and flood attenuation
· [image: ]cultural services such as education and tourism.
Recognition that different wetlands differ in the extent to which they provide these ecosystem services means that individual wetlands need to be assessed if we are to value them appropriately. The tool WET-EcoServices is designed to assess the extent to which individual wetlands provide different ecosystem services, and it does this in a semi-quantitative way.
[image: ]Despite the values provided by wetlands in the landscape, they are being damaged and destroyed nationally. The tool WET-Health allows one to assess the health of a wetland for purposes of appropriate management, conservation and sustainable use – once again in a semi-quantitative way.
Use of these tools needs to be considered within a legal and institutional context, and in order to effectively promote sustainable development, wetlands need to be thoroughly delineated. Given the need to promote sustainable wetland use within the context of sustainable development, the Tools for Wetland Assessment course focuses on the use of key tools that can be used by practitioners, developers, consultants, decision-makers and [image: ]managers.
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]The course included a field trip to the Ngciyo Marsh Wetland Reserve outside Kenton, where the tools were applied. The wetland provides a range of ecosystems services to a high level, including phosphate trapping, nitrate trapping, flood attenuation, streamflow enhancement, sediment trapping and biodiversity maintanance. Furthermore, the wetland was found to be in a good state of health in respect of wetland hydrology, geomorphology and vegetation.
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