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% -Research fieldtrip to the Baviaanskloof
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> (research assistant)

j E and Pearl Mzobe (MSc
student) of the De-

< partment of Geogra-

> phy. The 5 days of

< field work involved

. intensive surveys of

¢ the Baviaans River

> and tributary stream

. alluvial fans within

= the western

< Baviaanskloof. One of
> the most exciting

< endeavours included

> walking a 21 km reach
< of the Baviaans River
~ whilst recording

Members of the team conducting
a longitudinal survey of the
Baviaanskloof Megareserve

Two postgraduate students,
Kerry Bobbins, (MSc, Geogra-
phy Department) and Rebecca
Joubert (PhD, Environmental
Science Department) recently
returned from a research field
trip to the Baviaanskloof
Megareserve, a World Heri-
tage Site, in the Eastern Cape.
Both students are investigat-
ing the geomorphology of the
Baviaans River system, a
dryland river characterised by
extensive reaches of dry cob-
ble and boulder river bed and
numerous tributary alluvial
fans which terminate along
the main river valley. Water
flows within the Baviaans are

changes in longitudi-
episodic, occurring as high nal slope using a Differential
magnitude flood events every GPS and conventional dumpy
few years. Ker rleysdbssirvey eechrdgaas.c h
involves exploring the charac-
teristics and form of alluvial
fans within the western
Baviaanskl oof
research involves exploring
linkages between different
geomorphic processes across
scales of space and time within €nces of the day
the Baviaanskloof.

Evenings were spent enjoying
warm, hearty meals together
e StrdisOlive B3 s
Guest House in the western
Baviaanskloof, whilst reflect-
ing on activities and experi-

The field trip was led
by project supervisors,
Prof Fred Ellery
(Environmental Sci-
ence) and Prof. Kate
Rowntree (Geography)
and field assistance w.
provided by Bennie
van der Waal (research
assistant) Anna Schoclt
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Prof Fred Ellery

OTHE
OKAVANGO
DELTA AN
ECOSYSTEM
ENGINEERED
BY LI FEO

__The Okavan

go Deltda A Virtual Tour with Fred

F. .. The 2010 Amy JacoGuillarmod Lecture

By: Zukiswa Kota

That Hippopotami play a cru-
cial role in the creation of wa-
ter channel systems in the
Okavango was just one of
many interesting facts that
Professor Ellery revealed in his
talk on the 19n April 2010.
The Royal Society of South
Africa and the Academy of
Science of South Africa hosted
the 2010 Amy Jacot
Guillarmod  lecture entitled
The Okavango Deltaan ecosys-
tem engineered by liféhis fas-
cinating lecture was delivered
by Professor Fred Ellery to an
audience made up of Rhodes
University staff, students and
members of the Grahamstown
and science community. Pre-
ceding Earth Day, the lecture
was an insightful reminder of
the natural wonder surround-
ing us from dramatic land-
scapes and geomorphologic
formations to fluvial trends
and patterns.

Following a brief introduction
by Professor Fred Hendricks
the Dean of humanities, Pro-
fessor Ellery began by thank-

ing the organisers of the eve-

ning. He went on to mention
his shared love for wetlands
with Jacot-Guillarmod after

whom the series is named.
Amy Jacot-Guillarmod (whose
full name was Amy Frances
May Gordon Jacot

Guillarmod) was a botanist
and limnologist whose contri-
butions to science included

papers on wetlands. Professor

Ellery also thanked Professor
Terrence McCarthy, A friend
and colleague. Mrs. Karen
Ellery received a twinkleeyed
menti on for he
indirect contribution to knowl-

Page?2

waters rich with a variety of
Ok apyaf Brid Aninfdeshetids Oas a
result of water loss, the rivers
become narrower 20 metres
wide. Seasonal swamps, ac-
cording to Professor Ellery, are
more welcoming for human
habitation with islands com-
monly found in these areas.
Finally; majestic woodland
typically of miombo stands
and the Boteri river brought
an end to the tour. Under-
standably, the explorer David
ment area, Professor Ellery ;.. .
. . Livingstone described the delta
attributed the formation of ~ : : ~
as Omajesticd.

delta to processes occurring the area aIFohprove d to be of

deep Wi thin th fhterestWith more than 58% 6 v
the Great Rift Valley and the .

. . - the water entering the system
depression creating by rifting

in which the Okavango delta being lost into the atmosphere

sits. The Professor then took 2° evapotranspiration.
the audience through a virtual
tour of the Delta- beginning in

edge of the
Professor Ellery went on to
highlight how multi-
disciplinary work can contrib-
ute to the growth of knowledge
in this fascinating area of re-
search. Through several 15 000
km2 coarse resolution satellite
imagery, the audience viewed
Okavango topographical
changes. In addition to factors
relating to the rainfall catch-

At the end of the lecture, the
audience had an opportunity

the four-leafed clover in which ;. 4o questions and a discus-

sion about the geopolitical
nature of the Okavango and
the water resource issues re-

lated to crosshorder agree-
acc

the river can be as wide as 60
metres.  Fascinatingly, the
alluvial fan to the north of the
delta supports Southern Af-
ricads largest L watland,
ing to Professor Ellery.

In the permanent swamps,
Professor Ellery spoke of calm

ord-



Department of Environmental SC|ence Newsletter

The Department has recently
received CAD $600,000 fund-
ing from the Canadian based
International Development
Research Centre (IDRC) for a
four year research project enti-
tled O0Vulnerabi
adaptiation within the context

of climate change and HIV/
AIDS in South Africa: investi-
gating strategies and practices
to strengthen livelihoods and
food security, improve health
and build resil
search will becarried out with
our partners at the University

A

By John Caddick:  The
CBNRM short course was run
over the week 27 August 2010.
The course was attended by
students and external partici-
pants from throughout the
southern African region, with
South Africa being the most
common origin for the students
and Botswana the most repre-
sented in the external partici-
pants. The breadth of experi-
ence coming into the course
from the external participants
highlighted the importance of
CBNRM on the international
stage.

The course focused on issues
surrounding governance of
community based natural re-
sources. The first two days of

‘-r

After growing up in Northern
England, | went on to study
BA (Hons) History at Leeds
University from 19901993.
with a growing interest in En-
vironmental issues | took a
number of opportunities to get
my hands dirty, such as by

Nick Hamer:

“IDRC Project gets off the ground

of Alberta (Canada).The main
objectives of the research are:

- to increase the understanding
of the complex inter
relationshipsbetween climate
change HIV/AIDS, vulnerabil-
ity and food security, and ad-
aptationyrespoesespvithm the a
Eastern Cape;

- to support the identification
and implementation of com-
munity -basedadaptation prac-
tices though a social learning
résearcle process; Thi s

- to develop partnerships and

the course were used as an
introduction to CBNRM so as
to give all participants a base
level understanding of

CBNRM theory and concepts.
Governance and its importance
in the context of CBNRM was
discussed and case studies from
home (RSA) and abroad were
presented by the course facili-
tators and participants to pro-
vide a wider understanding of
CBNRM.

A fieldtrip to the Bathurst
commonage was conducted on
the 3rd day of the course. The
purpose of the field trip was to
develop skills of identifying

and managing local CBNRM
areas, including governance of

The Inside Story

volunteering on an organic
farm an in conducting house-
hold and commercial waste
audits. | then completed an
MSc in Environmental moni-
toring at the University of
Bradford and stayed on in
Bradford to work with the

constituencies to
help bring

about relevant
change to policy
and practice;

- to build capac-
ity amongst mul-
tipte stake-
holders, from students

to municipal officials and com-
munity members, to under-
stand the complex processes
around vulnerability and the
ability to cope and adapt with

. 72
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The IDRC Team

r endltiple livelihood stressors

.Community Based Natural Resource Management Course
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these areas. Feedback James Gambiza and participants on the

commonage in Bathurst
from the fieldtrip and g

discussion sessions were con-
ducted on the final two days of
the course to unpack issues
surrounding CBNRM govern-
ance at home and abroad.

Local Agenda 21 Unit at the
City Council.

1998 | was tempted away from
the delights of Bradford by an
opportunity to work on a sus-
tainable tourism project in

Page3



The Spekboom

Ni c k

V /

E
>
E
b
:
b
E
E
E

VAN AN BN I I I I I I I I I N N N N N N A

NTNTNTNTNTNTNTNTNTNTNTNT NN NN NTNTNA.

Vienna. | was doubly

fortunate to get the

opportunity to live

and work in such a
wonderful city for a

K year, as well as to meet

= ";g my wife to be (Alex),

ig a South African work-

ig ing at another Vien-

| nese organisation.
After returning to
Yorkshire for a couple
of years, Alex man-
aged to convince me
that living in South

X Africa would be an
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g exciting opportunity.
After moving to Gra-

Nick with son
Jasper

Charlie at the crafters Bishnoi
Village

‘\
‘/
‘\
7|
hamstown in 2001, where Alex
started work as a lecturer at
Rhodes, | have been fortunate

Charlie Shackle-
ton recently
spent six
months in India
as part of his
yearlong sab-
batical. He
returned to the
department in
mid July with a
distinct Indian
accent and a
predilection for
spicy vegetarian
food.

The first
months
spent collabo-
rating with
scientists at the
Agricultural  University  of
Bangalore as well as ATREE
(the Ashoka Trust for Re-
search in Ecology & Environ-
ment). Key elements of the
collaborative work related to

five
were

Page4

Ha mer

to work on numerous interest-
ing projects relating to sustain-
able development. These in-
clude the development of the
Makana Local Environment
Action Plan, assisting with a
poverty study at DwesaCwebe
and investigating the effective-
ness of poverty alleviation
projects in the Peddie district.

The |

de

closely on issues relating to
climate change, which led to
my working with Sheona
Shackleton on several funding
proposals. These have yielded
successful results, with seed
funding received for the US
funded Higher Education De-
velopment programme, which
will hopefully result in an ini-

nsi

While based as a research asso-tiative to develop Higher Edu-

ciate at ISER, | have enjoyed
the opportunity to work in
collaboration with colleagues
at the Environmental Science,
Environmental Education,
Anthropology and Economics
departments.

In 2009 | decided that | would
like to focus my work more

,'  Charlie back from sabbatical

use of alien invasive plant spe-
cies by rural communities, as
well as management of nen
timber forest products in the
dry forest regions of the West-
ern Ghats. He also used the
time to catch up on a backlog
of writing from some of his
South African research.

During his stay he was invited
to deliver lectures to different
institutions including ATREE
(The contribution of non
timber forest products to rural
livelihoods and poverty pre-
vention in southern Africa- a
fairly dry place), the Agricul-
tural University of Bangalore
(The impacts of HIV/AIDS on
natural resource use and man-
agement in southern Africa)
and the Nature Conservation
Foundation (Private land con-
servancies as
instruments in South Africa).
He also offered a week long

cation capacity on issues relat-
ing to climate change adapta-
tion. Our proposal to the Ca-
nadian International Develop-
ment Research Centre (IDRC),

l ooking at oVul
ing and Adaptation within the
context of Climate Change and

HI V/ Al DS6 was
ful.
in India

course for PhD students on
Writing ~ Scientific  Journal

Papers for Inexperienced Re-
searchers.

Charlie had opportunities to
visit several other parts of
India, either for work or pleas-
ure. These included the coast
of Kerala State in the south-
west, Bhubaneswar and Simili-
pal biosphere reserve in Orissa
State the northeast, as well as
a month long holiday with his
family through Rajastan, and
via Agra up into the Himala-
yas 0 a clearly phenomenal
trip. Charlie says that he will
definitely be returning to India
as the sheer diversity of land-
scapes, cultures, foods, histo-
ries and environmental ap-
proaches are amazing, and he
hopes that some of the funding

conservation proposals he has developed

with colleagues there will soon
provide the means.

al



