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Welcome to Rhodes University, founded in 1904, the University has a well-

established reputa�on for academic excellence.

With just over 8200 students, Rhodes is a small University which enjoys the 

dis�nc�on of having among the best undergraduate pass and gradua�on rates 

in South Africa, outstanding postgraduate success rates, and the best research output per academic staff 

member. This is a tes�mony to the quality of students that Rhodes a�racts and of academic provision, and to the 

commitment of Rhodes staff to student development and success.

Of our more than 8000 students, 30% are postgraduates and over 18% are interna�onal students from 54 

countries around the world, making Rhodes a dynamic and cosmopolitan knowledge ins�tu�on. Students are 

able to undertake an extensive range of undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in the facul�es of 

Humani�es, Science, Commerce, Pharmacy, Law, and Educa�on. With the most favourable academic staff to 

student ra�o among South African universi�es, Rhodes students are guaranteed easy access to academics and 

close supervision.

The University takes pride in its mo�o, Where Leaders Learn, and producing graduates who are knowledgeable 

intellectuals, skilled professionals, and cri�cal, caring and compassionate ci�zens who can contribute to 

economic and social development and an equitable, just and democra�c society.

Almost 50% of Rhodes students and the majority of undergraduates live in the University residences, while 

there also special residences for postgraduates. Through a well-established structure of wardens, sub-wardens 

and residence commi�ees, the residences play an important role in overall student development, including 

developing leadership skills.

Numerous clubs and socie�es provide extensive opportuni�es for students to par�cipate in a variety of 

intellectual, social, cultural, and sports ac�vi�es and further develop valuable skills.

Rhodes University looks to the future with confidence, secure that as indawo yolwazi (a place of knowledge) and 

through the pursuit of excellence in teaching, research and community engagement it produces outstanding 

graduates that are sought a�er and makes a vital contribu�on to human and social development.

At our Open Day, you can find out more about the wide range of a�rac�ve and flexible programmes we offer in 

our six facul�es – Commerce, Law Educa�on, Pharmacy, Humani�es, and Science. At Rhodes, you will have an 

opportunity to par�cipate in programmes across all facul�es. 

Our graduates perform well in an increasingly compe��ve job market and are highly regarded by employers 

around the world. During your �me here, we will help you prepare for your chosen career. The employability of 

our graduates con�nues to increase and rates up there with the very best the world has to offer. Our degree 

offering prepares students for the job market by ensuring they develop the skills employers want, whether 

through work experience, volunteering or social ac�vi�es. 

On behalf of our students and staff, welcome to Rhodes University. You can rest assured that you are making the 

right choice for your studies. You have selected a quality ins�tu�on and have taken an essen�al step towards 

achieving your personal aspira�ons.

Dr Sizwe Mabizela 

Welcome to Rhodes University 
- Dr. Sizwe Mabizela, 

  Vice Chancellor 



Registra�on 

Once you have arrived on campus, you will be required to register at Eden Grove. At registra�on, you will be 

given a copy of the programme, your Wi-Fi login in details. Please use the Wi-Fi responsibly. You may take selfies 

of yourself and your friends to load on social media. Please share your memories of Rhodes with us by tagging us 

on on all your posts!   #MyRhodes  #RhodesOpenDay

Ask Our Ambassadors 

Our Student Ambassadors will be present on campus throughout the day to direct you to where you need to be 

and answer ques�ons about life and study at Rhodes University. You can spot them in their purple Open Day t-

shirts.

Our Facul�es

Rhodes University owes its unique character to a combina�on of factors. One of these is our unique degree 

offering where our students are able to choose any combina�on of subjects from our six facul�es to create 

unique qualifica�ons that make them highly marketable. Our students are grabbed up by prospec�ve 

employers almost immediately upon gradua�ng. 

Faculty of Commerce

This is a three-year degree aimed at providing you with good academic grounding in the major subject areas of 

Commerce. The curricula provide for specialisa�on in two or more of any of the following fields: Accoun�ng, 

Economics, Informa�on Systems, Law, Management Science, Social Science and Sta�s�cs. 

Programme

TIME  ACTIVITY 

Venue - Barra� Lecture Theatre 

09h00 – 09h15 Welcome by Rhodes University Vice-Chancellor,  

Dr Sizwe Mabizela  

09h20 – 09h30  Marke�ng Video  

09h30 – 10h15  - Dean’s Talks  - Barra� Lecture Theatres 1 & 2  

09h30 – 09h45  Humani�es  Science  

09h45 – 10h00 Law  Pharmacy 

10h00 – 10h15  Commerce  Educa�on  

10h15 – 10h25  Rhodes University Sports by Siya Magopeni  

10h25- 10h50   

 

Tea  

11h00 –
 
13h00 

 
Facul�es and Departmental visits

 

13h00 –
 
14h00 

 
Lunch  -

 
Oppidan Dining Hall  

 

14h00–
 
14h30 

 
Residence Tour 

 

14h35 –
 
14h55 

 
Presenta�ons by GradStar Students 

 

14h55 –
 
15h00 

 
Closing 

 

 



Faculty of Educa�on

There are two ways to qualify as a professional teacher. The first op�on is to complete a four year undergraduate 

Bachelor of Educa�on degree. Rhodes offers the founda�on phase only. The second op�on offered at Rhodes is 

that of first comple�ng a three year Bachelor's degree in another faculty, e.g. Humani�es, Commerce or Science 

and them capping it off with one year ins PGCE (Post-graduate Cer�fica�on in Educa�on). PGCE is a one year full 

�me course which prepare you to teach in the Founda�on Phase, Intermediate Phase and Senior Phase. 

The Bachelor of Educa�on Founda�on Phase (BEd) is a four-year full �me programme which prepares students 

to teach in Grade R to three (3). The programme aims to prepare you to teach in a diversity of contexts, but 

especially in schools in the Eastern Cape where isiXhosa is the language of learning and teaching. 

Faculty of Science

Over 80% of the facul�es' academic staff have PhDs; suffice to say that it is the best science qualifica�on you can 

get in the con�nent. The Faculty of Science is about crea�ng the next genera�on of cri�cal thinking researchers 

and innova�ve scien�sts.

Faculty of Law

The Faculty boasts some of the leading legal minds in the Eastern Cape, na�onally and interna�onally as alumni. 

It has kept to its mission of producing high-quality graduates who are capable of becoming leaders in legal 

prac�ce, commerce, industry, poli�cs or academia. 

The Faculty is commi�ed to the values entrenched in the Cons�tu�on of the Republic of South Africa and aims to 

promote a sense of jus�ce, tolerance and equity.

 

Faculty of Pharmacy

The Faculty of Pharmacy was the only Faculty of Pharmacy in South Africa for decades following the decision by 

Pharmacy South Africa in 1929 to have Rhodes University as the first ins�tu�on to pilot courses of training and 

study for the Preliminary Scien�fic Examina�on for Pharmacy.

Faculty of Humani�es

This is by far the largest Faculty at Rhodes University comprising eleven academic departments, two Schools and 

three Ins�tutes that contribute to the thought-leadership of the province and country. The faculty provides you 

with an educa�on and not a training. In this faculty you will be provided with cri�cal skills and characteris�cs 

which are important for your individual and na�onal development. 

Admissions Requirements 
To qualify for degree studies at Rhodes University, students are required to take seven subjects, four of which are 

compulsory (two languages, Life Orienta�on and either Mathema�cs or Mathema�cal Literary) and three of the 

learner's own choice from the subjects on offer at the school. 

At least four of the seven subjects must be from the list of “designated subjects” set out below and the student 

must have obtained an achievement ra�ng of 4 (adequate achievement – 50- 59%) or above in the four subjects. 



Careers and Employability

Through the office of Student Affairs, Rhodes is geared towards providing assistance to students. This ranges 

from free and confiden�al support from the Counselling Centre, professional and comprehensive healthcare 

from the Health Care Centre and the caring wardening staff who look a�er students in residences including 

those that do not live in residence. Through the Career Centre students get a wide variety exposure to study and 

career op�ons. The Career Centre also runs a Graduate Recruitment Programme for students. 

Student Wellness Services 

Our Student Wellness Services team are here to support students throughout their �me at Rhodes University, 

whether that is with the health care, counselling, careers, disabili�es, finance or accommoda�on.

Our ambassadors at informa�on points and throughout campus will be able to provide informa�on and answer 

any ques�ons you may have around student wellness issues.  

Academic Talks and Tours

At Rhodes, we have over 40 departments, which offer courses for undergraduates across our six facul�es. 

Academic staff will be delivering talks during the Open Day designed to provide you with informa�on about 

course content and admissions arrangements. 

 

 

  

Minimum Faculty Requirements 

 Degree  Subject Required  Points  

Bachelor of Commerce and 

Economics  

Mathema�cs – 50%  45  

Bachelor of Business Science  Mathema�cs 70%  45  

Bachelor of Educa�on  -  40  

Bachelor of Science  Maths 60%, Life 

Sciences/Physical Science 70%  

 

Bachelor of Informa�on 

Systems and So�ware 

Development  

Mathema�cs 70%  45  

Law  First year candidates are not accepted directly into Law. They 

are required to obtain 3 non-law credits through either 

Commerce, Humani�es or Science Facul�es. A minimum of 

Maths level 4 or Maths Literary level 5 is required for Law 

studies.  

Bachelor of Pharmacy  Maths 60%, Life and Physical 

Sciences 50% 
45  

Humani�es: Bachelor of Arts, 

Journalism & Media Studies, 

Music
 
and Social Science

 

-
  

45 
 

Bachelor of Fine Arts 
 

Submit por�olio 
 

Bachelor of Music 
 

Audi�on and Music theory test 
 

 

 



Get involved!

Rhodes offers more than 90 different sports and socie�es, covering a huge range of sports and interests affiliated 

with the Student Representa�ve Council. This will give you ample opportunity for all to develop leadership 

experience and contribute to campus life. Whether you play a sport, have a par�cular hobby, or want to try 

something new, there's something for everyone: there are poli�cal organisa�ons, a campus radio sta�on, a 

student newspaper, a chamber choir, a deba�ng society, religious groups, cultural groups, etc.

The Student Representa�ve Council can support you to set up your own group if what you want doesn't exist.

We offer so many more things to do, with a huge number of opportuni�es to volunteer through our Community 

Engagement ini�a�ves, try new things, make new friends and get the most out of university life. Student life isn't 

all about studying! 

The Library

Located at the heart of the campus our recently refurbished Library is an outstanding research and learning 

space. With study spaces open 24/7 during term �me, the Library caters for all types of study with each of the six 

facul�es having designated sec�ons within win the library with and their own librarians. 

Relevant informa�on that is relevant in support of your studies include 220 300 books, over 11 000 e-books and 

36 000 journals. 

Rhodes University Library provides all users with a modern environment with dedicated spaces for research, 

study and learning, you will have access to diverse print and electronic library collec�ons and resources. Wi-Fi is 

available throughout the building so that you can plug in and use your own device. Fixed computers are available 

for use. Friendly, knowledgeable staff are on hand to help and support for your studying needs.

Our Group Study Rooms offer a range of work pods with interac�ve technology. These can be booked for group 

project work, prac�sing presenta�ons or discussing your course work.

There is a popular reading sec�on; games for your recrea�onal purposes, and social spaces provided.

General Informa�on

Safety Informa�on

In the event of an emergency, please contact our Security team: dial 8999 on an internal line or 046-603.8146/7 

on an outside line.

If the fire alarm sounds con�nuously, please leave the building by the nearest exit. Our staff will direct you to the 

nearest assembly point.

Lost and found 

It can be easy to misplace a coat or drop a card out of your pocket/bag with such a busy day. Anything we find on 

the day will be taken to our registra�on area. If you find you have lost anything please get in touch with us on the 

contact details provided and we will let you know if it has been found.

First Aid

While we hope you have a safe and enjoyable day, if you do require any first aid assistance, our student 

ambassadors and they will be able to direct you to your nearest first aid point or to the Health Centre. 
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Contact Details:

Visit h�p://www.ru.ac.za or e-mail
Registrar@ru.ac.za for more

informa�on
h�ps://www.facebook.com

/rhodesuniversity/
www.twi�er.com/Rhodes_University

tel: 046 603 8276      
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