Nine Tenths Matric Mentoring
wins

First Prize
2021 MacJannet Prize for Global Citizenship

About the award:
The MacJannet Prize for Global Citizenship, launched in 2009, recognizes exemplary university
student civic engagement programs around the world. The prize is sponsored jointly by
the MacJannet Foundation and the Talloires Network. The Talloires Network is the global
forum/group/organisation/authority on university community engagement.
Rhodes University if the first South African university to win first place for this prestigious prize! That
is out of a global association of 388 universities in 77 countries on six continents, all committed to
developing student leaders who are actively engaged with society. The last SA university to get
the award was WITS (3rd place in 2014) and NWU (2nd place in 2012). This is a HUGE achievement
and amazing recognition the collective work that makes the Nine Tenths programme happen.
The MacJannet Prize was established to:
• Recognize and motivate exceptional students to participate in community service and

commitments.
• Provide financial support to civic initiatives in universities that are members of the Red
Talloires.
• Elevate innovative civic commitments and disseminate them through the Talloires Network as
examples of promising practices.
• Strengthen public support for global civic engagement movements in higher education.

• To promote the values and extend the legacy of Donald and Charlotte MacJannet who

dedicate their lives to promoting international understanding.
• To promote action around the values of the Declaration of Talloires that recommends steps
to elevate the civic commitments of universities around the world.
Previous winners can be viewed on their website (https://talloiresnetwork.tufts.edu/the-macjannetprize-es/)

About the Nine Tenths Matric Mentoring programme:
Rhodes University is a significant institution in Makhanda: it is the biggest local employer and serves
as the educational hub around which the city functions. Since 2014, it has been led by Vice
Chancellor, Dr Sizwe Mabizela. When inaugurated, Dr Mabizela signalled that he would lead a
university that would address head-on the challenges faced by its locality and build a more inclusive
city, one not just in but for and of Makhanda. Specifically, Dr Mabizela committed the university to
revitalising public schooling in the city, for the benefit of its youth, and a mode of ensuring the
university’s relevance. As part of this commitment, he established a capable team of university and
civil society members who began a process of consultation. This team decided to approach the
revitalisation of public education in a systemic manner and design interventions that ranged from
early childhood through to the end of high school. Nine Tenths was one of the first initiatives
implemented, a targeted programme where student volunteer mentors guide local learners through
nine structured sessions, which aim to equip learners to pass to their full potential. The Nine Tenths
programme was conceptualised and launched in 2016 and is now in its sixth year.
Nine Tenths is co-managed by the Rhodes University Community Engagement Division (RUCE), local
high schools and a local Non-profit Organisation, GADRA Education. Programme responsibilities are
carried out in a participatory manner by each partner based on their skill set and resources. Student
volunteers apply to be part of the programme and are put through a rigorous training programme.
Student leaders are elected, who each take responsibility for 14 volunteer mentors. These leaders are
critical as conduits of information and quality assurance of sessions.
Each student volunteer mentors two learners through the nine targeted sessions. In these sessions,
mentees are introduced to appropriate goal-setting, study techniques, weekly support and finally
career guidance and applications to tertiary institutions. Meaningful relationships are built between
mentors and mentees with a focus on providing support and encouragement. The name of the
programme – Nine Tenths – stems from the saying that “Nine tenths of education is encouragement”.
Monitoring and reflection are important aspects of the programme, in conjunction with multistakeholder evaluation meetings, quarterly school analysis meetings (learner representatives,
teachers, principals, student leaders and programme management) and group analysis meetings.

Nine Tenths aims to:
•
•
•

Alleviate the poor national school dropout rate, increase the city’s pass rate, and increase
access to higher education institutions (and other post-school opportunities) for local
students.
Contribute to the holistic development and character building of Rhodes University students
as socially engaged and critical citizens.
Create a successful replicable model to address a common crisis nationally.

•
•

Cultivate mutually beneficial relationships between mentors and mentees, which serve to
embed Rhodes University in its local context, and build the Makhanda community.
Build community engagement as an academic discipline.

For more about the 9/10th programme will be posted here
shortly: https://www.ru.ac.za/communityengagement/volunteerism/

