How the Sunbird Got Its Colours

A Written by Basil Mills
] Sl Mastrated by Basil Mills
Designed by Tom Jeffery







This book belongs to










AIRZ!]

STHITH BFRITAN
WISENM (IF LINERAIHE

o s dn
Srmilar . e Sred Sa s

How the Sunbird Got Its Colours

Written by Basil Mills, drawing on southern African mythology
llustrated by Basil Mills

Designed by Tom Jeffery

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International
(CC BY 4.0, https.//creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

This is a human-readable summary of (and not a substitute for) the license.
Disclaimer.

You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or
format), adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) for any purpose,
even commercially.

This license is acceptable for Free Cultural Works. The licensor cannot revoke
these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:

Attribution: You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and
indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but
not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological
measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.

Notices:

You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the
public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or
limitation.

No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions
necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity,
privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material.
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Rain Queen married the Elephant Hapoor.
As a present she offered each of the
animals colour. However, Elephant forgot to
visit her and he only got a grey coat.

In a rage, he smashed trees. Rain Queen
was very disappointed and returned home

to the sky.






Sunbird also forgot to get his colours as he
and caterpillar smoked wild dagga and
drank nectar.






Sunbird’s wife was very cross with him
as she had worked all day fixing their
nest with kapokbos and weaved it
with spiders’ webs. She told him to
read a bedtime story to the little
chicks.






Rain Queen took the rain away.

Elephant ordered white crow who has
a beautiful voice to try and sweet talk
Rain Queen to return.
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Crow flew to Rain Queen and pestered
her, but she sent lightning to frighten
him away.

Poor Crow's feathers were burnt and a
huge bush fire raged.
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The animals fled to the river but it was
full of crocodiles.

Sunbird was terrified for their nest.
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Sunbird pleaded with other animals,
but no-one came to help.

Sunbird flew to the river, collected
droplets of water and sprayed them
onto the fire.






Sunbird begged elephant to use his
trunk to put out the fire. Sunbird's
actions inspired other animals but he
saw more help was needed.






Sunbird begged the clouds to help,
but they were too scared of Rain
Queen.

Sunbird stuck spiders webs onto the
clouds and called other birds to pull
them to the fire.






Rain Queen was so amazed at
sunbird’s bravery that she ordered
rain clouds to put the fire out.






To reward the Sunbird the Rain Queen
made him the guardian of the veldflowers,
and the herald of the seasons.






Then, she swept the rainbow girdle
over him. And that is how the sunbird

got his beautiful colours.
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