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	ABOUT DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR HEILA LOTZ-SISITKA
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	
Heila Lotz-Sisitka (MASSAf) holds the South African Research Chairs Initiative (SARChI) Chair in Global Change and Social Learning Systems. Based in the Environmental Learning Research Centre at Rhodes University (South Africa), Lotz-Sisitka is a Distinguished Professor in Education. Her research over 30 years has focussed broadly on environmental education, with emphasis on education system development and transformative social learning for green, more socially just and sustainable economies and societies at local, regional and international levels.




	KEY ACHIEVEMENTS
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	
153
	
Peer reviewed journal articles and book chapters published

	6
300+
	Books edited/published
Publications in total 

	22
	Postdoctoral scholars mentored

	62
	PhD students graduated

	72
	Masters students graduated

	30
	PhD and Masters theses examined nationally and internationally

	130
	Keynote addresses and plenary presentations delivered in 40 countries

	15+
	Programmes and projects managed as a principal investigator

	250+
	Million ZAR funding raised since 2004 (approx)  

	30+
	Years of experience in environmental education research

	10+
	Lifetime achievement and research honours awards received




	As my CV is long and detailed, I offer a short summative narrative of it upfront, and then present the more technical detail of the work that I have undertaken. In doing this, I acknowledge that all of the work reported on here has been done in a supportive and creative collective of colleagues and with an incredible team of post-graduate scholars, partners and community members that I have had the privilege to co-operatively work with over many years. It is this relational network that has made my work possible.




	SHORT PERSONAL STATEMENT  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
My research focusses on transforming education for sustainable futures: Core to this is an interest in transformative learning that advances human agency for social and ecological justice towards a more sustainable world. My theoretical interests lie in advancing critical socio-cultural and transdisciplinary approaches to learning, agency, pedagogy, curriculum, cognitive and environmental justice, quality education and policy engagement. Working with various critical research traditions for 30+ years in an unfolding new democracy emerging from the ravages of a long colonial, apartheid past, on a planet under increasing pressure, shaped my interest in advancing critically generative orientations to research, with an emphasis on qualitative, co-engaged approaches. Much of my work has contributed to various education system developments that cross formal and informal learning and education contexts, including higher education, teacher education, TVET, formal schooling, early childhood education and community / public education. I have worked consistently to advance environmental and sustainability education policy and practice in local, national, regional and international spheres.  

Overall my research supports engagement with the complex and multi-dimensional challenge of transforming education for sustainable futures in response to the ever-burgeoning risks and injustices associated with histories of social injustice, environmental degradation, climate change, and ongoing degradation of the commons.

My approach to research, teaching and life in general is creative, co-operative and collaborative. I am ethically and intellectually inspired by the beauty and potential of human-nature relations, and the possibilities of social justice in a world less troubled. I have a passion for social theory and creative works of all kinds, and for children and their futures. Mostly I love teaching, the potential of human learning and agency, and the creativity in nature, research, art and epistemic engagements that are edgy and unusual. 



	NARRATIVE SUMMARY: RECENT EMPLOYMENT HISTORY ………………………………………………………………………………………………….................
I have worked in a university environment since 1992, initially serving as Director of the Gold Fields Environmental Education Service Centre for 3 years, then as Chair of Environmental Education and Sustainability at Rhodes University (Africa’s first Chair in Environmental Education) (2000-2015), and then as a Tier 1 South African Research Chair (2016-present).

Working with colleagues and partners I built up the programme at Rhodes University to be a leading international centre of environment and sustainability education, research and learning. In 2007 we were recognised as a United Nations University (UNU) Regional Centre of Expertise in Education for Sustainable Development, and in 2010 we obtained a specially designated Centre on campus which houses the research programme, known as the Environmental Learning Research Centre (ELRC), which I directed until 2015. In 2016 I was awarded a prestigious Tier 1 Department of Science and Innovation (DSI)/ National Research Foundation (NRF) Chair South African Research Chair (SARChI Chair) in Global Change and Social Learning Systems, which is the only social science chair in the Global Change National Research Programme of the DSI. The focus of this Chair’s research is transformative social learning and green skills learning pathways development. This Research Chair has just been renewed for another and final 5 years, and 2030 will mark the end of this 15-year research programme. In 2018 I was promoted to Distinguished Professor at Rhodes University (one of six such positions in the university). My Professorship is in Education, and is based in the Faculty of Education, which also houses the Environmental Learning Research Centre, which I have been directing again since 2022. 


	NARRATIVE SUMMARY: PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
I have approximately 34 years of national and international experience in educational research, with a specific focus on environment and sustainability education and transformative learning research. This includes policy, evaluation and consultancy work related to education, evaluation, curriculum, learning, education system development, social and ecological justice and change. I have contributed actively to the post-apartheid education transformation process in South Africa via various national curriculum leadership roles including co-ordinator of the national Environmental Education Curriculum Development Initiative; member of a Ministerial Implementation Committee on Human Rights and curriculum development; and Chairperson of the national Environmental Standards Generation Body. In 2010 I led the development of South Africa’s first ever Environmental Sector Skills Plan which pioneered a systems approach to thinking about environmental education and capacity development in the country. Until recently, I was directing the national Green Skills Research Programme focussing on the post-schooling system and the Fundisa [Teaching] for Change national consortium focusing on transformative environmental learning and teacher education. 

I coordinated and ran the Master’s Degree in Environmental Education at Rhodes University for 12 years, and I continue to co-ordinate and run the PhD programme (since 2004). Over the past 30 years I have successfully supervised 22 Post-Doctoral scholars, 62 PhDs and 72 Masters scholars (i.e. 156 PG scholars) to date most of which I have lead supervised and for most of which I have raised funding to support their studies. 

I have examined Masters and PhD studies for national and international universities, and have completed 21 PhD examinations for universities in South Africa, Sweden, Australia, Denmark, the Netherlands, Spain and Finland. I have led and coordinated course design at national and international levels, including a large scale international Higher Education ESD training programme involving 121 universities in 35 countries in Africa and Asia, and a programme called ‘Sustainability Starts with Teachers’ in 11 southern African countries involving over 100 Teacher Education institutions. 

	



	NARRATIVE SUMMARY: RESEARCH AND POLICY CONTRIBUTIONS 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
I have been involved in a number international leadership roles including as international reference group member for UNESCO during the UN Decade Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014), and Steering Committee member of the Global Universities Partnership on Environment and Sustainability (in both cases I was one of two representatives from Africa). I was a strong lead in establishing the Mainstreaming of Environment and Sustainability in Africa (MESA) UN Decade of Education for Sustainable partnership programme with the UNEP, UNESCO and the African Association of Universities (AAU). Recently I led the development of Africa’s Environmental Education and Training Action Plan for 2015-2025 for the African Ministerial Council on Environment and UNEP. I also served as Scientific Chair of the World Environmental Education Congress in 2007, and have served on 20 international scientific committees, including the PhD Graduate School on ESD at Uppsala University involving 18 PhDs from 9 universities. I have been invited to offer 130 international keynote papers in 40 countries around the world. In November 2015 I was invited by UNESCO to serve as the general rapporteur of the World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development, a major official inter-governmental UNESCO Conference. Before that, in 2009 I was invited to lead author the Bonn Declaration on Education for Sustainable Development (a mid-decade policy product from UNESCO). In 2023 I served on a 25 member international expert group requested to revise the UNESCO 1974 Recommendation on Education for Peace and Human Rights (again being one of two representatives from Africa). I have also contributed to research policy and co-drafted the South African Global Change Social Science Research Plan for the Department of Science and Innovation and National Research Foundation.  



	NARRATIVE SUMMARY: FUNDRAISING EXPERIENCE 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
I have raised over ZAR 185 million (approximately GBP 8.6 million | Euro 9.8 million) in research  funding for environmental education at Rhodes University since 2004. I have raised additional funding of approximately ZAR 50 million (approx. GBP 2.5 million | Euro 2.6 million)  in core and teaching programme funding, and funding for a building for Environmental Learning Research at Rhodes University. Additionally, I have supported fundraising for environmental education more widely in the Southern African Development Community, helping to attract large scale donor funding (over ZAR 70 million (approx. GBP 3.2 million | Euro 3.7 million) for this new emergent field in a number of countries. 

Recently funded research programmes include an international GCRF Transforming Education for Sustainable Futures (TESF) programme with Bristol University (total funds of ZAR 76 million) with ZAR 8 million for RU component, and ZAR 9 million for 14 South African TESF projects).  I was also part of leveraging two large SSHRC grants to fund the Monitoring and Evaluation of Climate Change Communication and Education (MECCE) international programme, and the Transdisciplinary Teaching and Learning (TRANSECts) Programme (both run out of the University of Saskatchewan) but in which we lead South African / African cluster activities. In the TESF project I served as the South African Hub Lead, in the MECCE project I served as the Axis 1 Lead (international case studies) and in the TRANSECts I serve as co-director of the South African cluster.  These two international projects overall involve grants of approximately ZAR 40 million each, of which we are contributors, with funds allocated to student research.  Other recently funded research programmes include an International Social Science Council programme on ‘Transformative Learning in Times of Climate Change’ (ZAR 13.5 million); a Water Research Commission research project on ‘Knowledge Flows and Knowledge Mediation in Learning Networks’ (ZAR 2 million); a research programme on curriculum innovation in Higher Education (ZAR 2 million); and an international research programme  for UNEP on sustainable consumption and production learning pathways in food systems (ZAR 3 million). I also led  a DSI/NRF Community of Practice programme that links 11 research Chairs to focus on impact at the science-policy-impact interface. The focus of this CoP was on advancing transdisciplinary and engaged models of science and social learning (ZAR 14 million).  I recently led the proposal to establish the Future Earth Africa Hub Leadership Centre which is co-hosted by RU and UP, with a ZAR 20 million first three year grant, which has just (2026) been renewed for a further five years with ZAR 35 million. 

I was also part of a bid led by Professor Keri Facer from the University of Bristol which successfully raised convening funding from the British Academy for research on temporality and the just transition (2023-2026), and I am currently directing a project for UNICEF on Green Learn to Earn pathways for youth with DUCT (ZAR 13 million). 



	NARRATIVE SUMMARY: PUBLICATIONS (see Appendix A)			
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
I have produced approximately 300 publications to date – including 74 internationally peer reviewed journal articles, 19 journal editorial papers, 70 book chapters, 30 monograph publications and other publications, 5 co-edited books, 19 edited journals, and a number of other research reports and policy briefs and 4 sets of international training materials for international and regional organisations. I have co-edited 5 international books. I have also supported our postgraduate scholars to publish, with over 50+ of our postgraduates becoming published authors. In 2016 I developed an Academic Journal Writing Course for the University to support post-graduate scholars and young academics to publish their research internationally which I now regularly run to support post-graduate scholars and early career researchers to publish their work. 

I served as Editor-in-chief of the Southern African Journal of Environmental Education for 13 years, from 2003-2016. I also served as co-editor of the international Journal of Learning, Culture and Social Interaction for one term (3 years). Recent book publications include a co-edited book on ‘Transforming Education for Sustainable Futures’ (Bristol University Press, in press),  ‘Teaching and Learning for Change’ (Schudel, Songqwaru, Tshininganyamwe, Lotz-Sisitka, 2022), a co-authored ‘Environmental Ethics and Education’ sourcebook (Jickling, Lotz-Sisitka, Olvitt, Schudel, McGarry, Hardin, O’Donoghue, 2022), a book on ‘Green Skills Research in South Africa’ (Rosenberg, Ramsarup and Lotz-Sisitka, Routledge, 2020),  a co-edited book on ‘Schooling and sustainable development in Africa’ (Lotz-Sisitka, Shumba, Lupele, and Wilmot, Springer 2017), and a co-edited book on ‘Critical realism, environmental learning and social-ecological change’ (Price and Lotz-Sisitka, 2016). The latter won the Cheryl-Frank Memorial Prize from the International Association of Critical Realism in 2017.   I have also edited several Special Issue Journals. 



	NARRATIVE SUMMARY: RESEARCH AND FIELD-BASED RECOGNITION AND AWARDS
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
In 2016, and in 2023 I obtained a B2 National Research Foundation Rating. The definition of the B category is “Researchers who enjoy considerable international recognition by their peers for the high quality and impact of their recent research outputs”.  I currently have an h-index of 40 on google scholar, with a total of 5707 citations to my work. Within Rhodes University, between the period 2008-2023 (data only available for this period), I have been consistently rated among the university’s ‘top 20’ researchers. This includes all disciplines, and is based on accredited output analysis. Rhodes University is a research-led university which has the highest per capita research output in Africa[footnoteRef:1]. I have consistently also been amongst the top three researchers in my Faculty.  [1:  Rhodes University is a small university (approximately 8000 students), and is much smaller than the more well-known universities in South Africa such as the University of Cape Town. Despite this it has consistently had amongst the highest per capita research output in the country, it has a 30% post-graduate profile, and is a research-led / research intensive university. ] 


In the latest annual research report (2024), I was the second most productive researcher at Rhodes University #2 on the ‘Top 30’ list, and #1 in the Faculty of Education. 

In 2008 I obtained the Vice Chancellors Distinguished Teaching Award, and a WESSA Gold Award for contributions to environmental education in South Africa. In 2014 I was awarded the Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa Founders Award (recognizing the contributions of an individual to the field of environmental education in southern Africa). In 2014 I was also awarded a GreenMatter Senior Fellowship Award for contributions to capacity building, transformation and environmental education research and practice in South Africa. In 2015 I was part of a team who were awarded the VC’s Distinguished Community Engagement Award, and in 2016 two of my post-graduate scholars won the Student Researcher category in the Community Engagement Awards. In 2016 I was honoured to receive one of 90 WESSA Lifetime Conservation Achiever Awards. I was also awarded the Vice Chancellors Distinguished Senior Researcher Award (2016). I was also (2016) awarded the VC’s Distinguished Community Engagement Award for a second time, this time as leader of a team involved in a project focusing on transformative social learning amongst multi-actors at the university/ community interface. In 2023 one of my PhDs won the South African Education Research Association (SAERA) Best PhD award. In 2022 I was deeply honoured to be awarded Membership of the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) which offers national recognition to scientists from across the disciplines for research excellence and contributions to society. In 2024 I was awarded the South African Education Research Association’s Research Honours Award, an “award given for an outstanding contribution to educational research in South Africa over a sustained period of time”.

End of Narrative Summaries
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
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	PERSONAL INFORMATION
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	Full Name	: 
Maiden Name	: 
Date of Birth	:
Gender	:
Nationality	: 
ID Number	: 
Telephone	: 
E-mail 		: Languages	: 
Marital Status	:
	Heila Betrie Sisitka 
Lotz 
27 February 1965 
Female
South African 
6502270122087
+27-46-6038390 (w); +27-83-2704438 (m)
h.lotz-sisitka@ru.ac.za / sisitkaheila@gmail.com
Fluent English and Afrikaans, a little Dutch and isiXhosa
Married to Lawrence Sisitka (a UK citizen, born in Reading, Berkshire)



	ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	Doctorate in Education (Environmental Education), University of Stellenbosch, South Africa,
1996



	· Thesis title: Lotz, H.B. 1996. Development of Environmental Education Resource Materials for Junior Primary Education through Teacher Participation. Unpublished PhD thesis, University of Stellenbosch, Stellenbosch, South Africa (Full PhD monograph-based dissertation of 350 pages (Volume 1), with a case record of the same number of pages (Volume 2)). 
· Specialisations: Environmental Education; Participation in Education; Critical Theory; Curriculum and Materials Development; Foundation Phase Education. 
· My Masters in Education study was upgraded to a PhD after all three Masters examiners recommended that the study be upgraded to a PhD. The study was subsequently submitted to a fourth examination and a Viva at PhD level, which recommended the award of PhD for the study.  


	Bachelor of Education (Hons), University of Stellenbosch, South Africa,
1991


	· A post-graduate, fifth year qualification, obtained cum laude at the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa (recognised as one of five top South African research-led universities). 
· Main Subjects: Educational Psychology, Educational Sociology, Educational Philosophy and Policy, Curriculum Studies, Research Methods, Foundation Phase Literacy and Numeracy; Environmental Education. 
· I obtained a 95% average and a university medal (high level merit award) for the best B. Ed Honours student, 1991.


	Bachelor of Primary Education (Junior Primary), University of Port Elizabeth, South Africa,
1986

	· A four-year education degree obtained at the University of Port Elizabeth (now Nelson Mandela University, South Africa).
· Main Subjects: Pedagogics III; Teaching Methods (Literacy, Numeracy, Environmental Studies) III; Educational Sociology II; Educational Philosophy II, Educational Psychology II; Geography II; Psychology I. 
· I obtained 5 distinctions and the Faculty Award for Best All-Round Student, 1986.


	Senior Certificate, South Africa, 
1982
	· Grade 12; B (70-74%) average with university exemption.
· Subjects: English; Afrikaans; Science; Mathematics; Biology; Geography



	STUDENT ACADEMIC AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	Postgraduate level
	· During my post-graduate studies, I was awarded the Harry Crossley Scholarship for overseas study in 1992 to undertake comparative research in the UK and Scotland for my Masters degree. I obtained a variety of other smaller scholarships to contribute to my Masters /Doctoral research work, including from the National Research Foundation. 


	Undergraduate level
	· Throughout my academic career I received a number of merit awards and scholarships, including Academic Merit Awards throughout my school career, and at the University of Port Elizabeth (now Nelson Mandela University) in first to fourth year. 



	PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COURSES
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
I have completed a number of professional development courses over time including:

	2014:
	· Coursera.org Massive Open Online Course on Climate Change
· To research how such courses work and are structured.

	1998:
	· Integrated Environmental Management Course at the University of Cape Town
· 2-week programme

	1997:
	· Training of Trainers Programme at the International Institute for Industrial Environmental Economics at Lund University in Sweden
· 3-week programme

	1993:
	· Human Sciences Research Council Qualitative Research Design Course
· 2- week programme



	CURRENT POSITION AND EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	2018 – present: 	
· Distinguished Professor  
· SARChI Chair (Tier 1) in Global Change and Social Learning Systems. 

	· I was promoted to Distinguished Professor at Rhodes University in January 2018. The Chair reports to the Deputy Vice Chancellor: Research and Development at Rhodes University, and is housed in the Environmental Learning Research Centre, Faculty of Education, Rhodes University, South Africa.


	2016 - 2017:
· Professor
· SARChI Chair (Tier 1) in Global Change and Social Learning Systems, with a specific focus on transformative social learning and green skills learning.  

	· This role involves establishing a strong national and international research trajectory in critical areas of national demand, in this case global change social learning systems research with a focus on transformative social learning and green skills learning pathways. It involves supervision of postgraduate scholars, research school development, international research partnership fundraising and liaison, and national impact contributions. 


	2014-2015:
· Director: Centre for Postgraduate Studies, Rhodes University (50%). 
· I was not able to continue this role in 2016 due to the award of the SARChI Chair. 

	· This role included setting up the Centre for Postgraduate Studies at Rhodes University, establishing a university-wide strategy for the CPGS, development of introductory courses on research design, academic writing, co-ordination of a research methodology innovations programme, and establishing the technical infrastructure for improved PGS at Rhodes University. The mandate was to strengthen participation and epistemic access for scholars in post-graduate studies. 


	2001-2015:
· Professor
· Murray & Roberts Chair of Environmental Education and Sustainability, Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa.  
· I was seconded from this role to the SARChI Chair. 
	· This role included establishing a nationally and internationally recognised applied research trajectory in a new field of educational research and taking up the Directorship, leadership and management of the Rhodes University Environmental Learning Research Centre in the Faculty of Education, which in the period from 1990-2006 was a self-funded unit in the Department of Education, and since 2010 has been a fully-fledged Research Centre. I was appointed as Associate Professor in 2000, and promoted to full Professor in 2009. In 2015 I filled this post for 50% while also being Director of the Centre for Postgraduate Studies at Rhodes University. 


	2010-2011:		
· Deputy Head of Department, Education Department, Rhodes University. 
· I could not continue this role for longer due to demand to care for my terminally ill mother. 

	· This was a short-term, part-time management role, which I held whilst also holding the Chair of Environmental Education and Sustainability. In the time that I occupied this part time management role I introduced a system of work role review, a research teaching review, and workload allocation and management into the department. 


	1997- 2001:		
· Director, Gold Fields Environmental Education Service Centre, Rhodes University Environmental Education Unit, (appointed at Senior Lecturer level)
· I was promoted to the Chair of Environment and Sustainability Education 

	· This role included co-ordinating the national environmental education curriculum initiative which contributed actively to the post-apartheid curriculum review and development process; ongoing policy engagement, and development and co-ordination of a range of national and international courses including the Southern African Development Community’s (SADC) Regional Environmental Education Course (working across 14 countries).  It also involved partnership development, and development of educational materials for local, national and international programmes. 


	1995-1996:
· Publisher, Juta Educational Publishers; Research and Development Co-ordinator (Junior Primary Publishing, Intermediate Phase Publishing, Integrated Studies)

	· This role involved strategy development, conceptualising and co-ordinating new publications for integrated studies and primary education, budgeting of projects, commissioning of authors, managing of author delivery and managing the editing and production of manuscripts.  The Integrated Studies Publishing Programme was a new publishing area at the time, and thus required innovation and setting up of new conceptual and technical systems for publishing at Juta Educational Publishers. I also did Part-time course design and lecturing - M.Ed (Env.Ed), University of Stellenbosch


	1993-1994:
· Junior Researcher, Centre for Educational Development: Environmental Education Programme, University of Stellenbosch.

	· During this period, I was a junior researcher and project manager, co-ordinator and executant for the ‘We Care Primary’ Resource Development Project (WWF funded) involving in-service teacher education for junior primary environmental education and materials development.  I was also involved in the following university teaching programmes: Part-time lecturing, B.Prim.Ed. 4, B.Ed and M.Ed students. Environmental Education courses, University of Stellenbosch; Tutor, Gold Fields Participatory Course, Rhodes University.




	TEACHING AND SUPERVISION EXPERIENCE
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...



	Postgraduate Teaching
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	2004-present:	
	· Lead co-convenor of the PhD (Environmental Education) programme at Rhodes University, involving an average of 10-20 PhD students.  I initiated a PhD week programme (3 weeks per annum) in 2004, which now serves all the PhD’s in the Department of Education and attracts between 35-40 PhD scholars each PhD week. The model has been replicated in other Faculty programmes (Centre for Higher Education, Teaching and Learning Doc Week programme), and in other universities. We have not done a formal review of the PhD week programme, but observational data shows that PhDs attending this programme finish in good time, and that more scholars are completing PhD studies (shown by the fact that in the first ten years of the Chair’s history 5 PhDs graduated, and in the last twenty years of the Chair’s history 60+ PhDs have graduated from this programme). The model has been noted as an innovative national model in a recent study on Doctoral Education in South Africa.


	2014-2016:	
	· Postgraduate research methodology and academic writing courses for the Centre for Postgraduate Studies at Rhodes University, including a course on Academic Journal Article Writing, Research Design, and an Introduction to Academic Writing. The first trial version of the Academic Journal Writing Course saw 50% of the participants successfully producing papers for submission to journals of which most were accepted for accredited journals. 


	2010, 2013, 2015/6:
	· Supervisor Capacity Building Training (SANPAD); involving training of a number of research supervisors from national universities including the University of South Africa. Since then, I have also contributed to supervisor training at Rhodes University on different occasions, and I have co-taught the Department of Higher Education and Training’s Supervision Course at Rhodes University (2015/16).


	2001-2014:
	· Course design and teaching on the Department of Education Research Design Decisions Course entitled ‘A critical approach to research design decisions in the social sciences’. I co-ordinated, co-designed, reviewed and updated this course a number of times since 2001, and have also taught a range of different sessions on this course over the years.


	2001-2013:
	· Co-ordinator of the M.Ed (Environmental Education) course at Rhodes University (involving an average of 25 M.Ed students on a two year cycle) from 2000-2012. The programme had approximately an 80% completion rate during my years of co-ordinating the programme, and good equity demographics. (Demographics of the programme in this time were as follows: 30% black women; 30% black men; 27% white women; 13% white men. Completion demographics are: 92% completion amongst black women; 87% completion amongst black men; 100% completion amongst white women; 75% completion amongst white men). These figures are seen to be important in the South African transformation process. The national average for Masters level completions is 25%.


	2009-2013:	
	· Guest teaching on the Swedish Graduate Research Education for Sustainable Development Research School (GRESD) PhD programme (held over one week per annum) involving 18 PhDs from 9 universities in Sweden (I was one of four International Scientific Committee members for this programme).


	2009- 2011:
	· South African Netherlands Partnership for Academic Development (SANPAD) Research Teaching in the Advanced Research Capacity Initiative (supporting PhD scholars from across a range of South African universities and a range of disciplines to complete their studies from a range of disciplines); I worked on this programme with the Professor Tim Dunne (now late), Previous Director of the Statistics Unit at UCT (his specialism being quantitative research, mine being qualitative research).


	1992-1995:
	· Taught at Masters of Education level at the University of Stellenbosch (part time) –supervised 2 post-graduates.


	1992: 	
	· Taught at B. Prim Ed, and B.Ed Honours Level at the University of Stellenbosch (part time).


	 
	Course Development Leadership (Rhodes University)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	2014-2016:
	· Course design for the Centre for Postgraduate Studies at Rhodes University.


	
2000-2016:
	
· Supported the initiation and development of an Advanced Certificate in Environmental Education at Rhodes University.
· Provided leadership in expanding the scope and numbers of the teaching programme in environmental education at Rhodes University. Before 2000 the RU Environmental Education Programme had 12 M.Ed students, 3 PhD students and around 60 certificate students per annum. Through expanding the courses and teaching opportunities in scope and numbers, by 2016 we had (on average per annum): 30 M.Ed students, 25 PhD students, and 100 short course students, a figure that we continue to maintain (i.e. an average of 50-60 post-graduate scholars active at any one time in the ELRC). 
· Development of Rhodes University Faculty of Education PhD week programme (run 3x annum); and Research Design Courses.


	2000-2003:	
	· Provided curriculum development support to the MBA programme lecturers who were putting together the MBA electives in environmental management. Taught on the MBA programme’s ‘Principles of Sustainability’ Course for a number of years.  More recently I supervised the study of the main lecturer of these courses, who reviewed a wider range of the MBA courses for sustainability principles. I have since supervised two other studies from this programme. 


	1997-2000:
	· Co-ordination of the RU Environmental Education short course programme which included teaching on and co-ordinating a number of national and international short courses 
· Leading the development of new qualifications for the field of environmental education in South Africa. (Chairperson of Environmental Education Standards Generating Body)



	Teaching and Course Development (National and International)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	2016-2023:
	· Co-convenor and lead course designer, materials writer and facilitator of the UNESCO ’Sustainability Starts with Teachers’ Programme for over 100 Teacher Education Institutions in 11 Southern African Countries.  In 2020 we put all of these courses online and designed a specially customised online course platform and e-learning ecology for the programme.  The course graduated 500+ participants from 11 SADC countries. Sespite COVID-19 conditions, poor internet networks, electricity cuts and high data costs in SADC countries we achieved a 58% online course completion rate. (The international average for completion of online courses is 15%).  The course was translated and run in Portuguese in 2023 for Mozambique and Angola. We have also been researching the design of e-learning programmes that best facilitate situated, co-engaged transformative learning approaches.  
· In 2021 I was asked by UNESCO to assist with design of an International Living Heritage and Education Training of Trainers Programme using this platform and approach.  This course was run in English and French, and then repeated in English and Spanish. I was lead course designer and developer for both iterations of the course, working with French and Spanish colleagues.  The course has recently been released as an international MOOC (https://ich.unesco.org/en/massive-online-open-course-mooc-01228).  


	2011- 2017:
	· Lead the development of a national in-service teacher education programme for the environmental sector and a national Teacher Development Network on same named ‘Fundisa for Change’. This network currently involves 15 of South Africa’s universities, and all major national environmental sector partners. I have mentored a number of younger academics and scholars to take up co-ordination and research leadership of this network. Currently we are putting all of the Fundisa for Change courses online using the same customised platform and e-learning ecology established in the Sustainability Starts with Teachers Course.  Approximately 10 000 teachers and subject advisors have been trained using the Fundisa for Change materials and model (SANBI, 2026 data). 


	2012-2015:
	· Led the development of new specialist professional development training programmes for the South African Heritage Resources Agency, and most recently the SADC/ GIZ Transfrontier Conservation Parks Programme initiative to develop professional development training for climate change adaptation in trans-frontier conservation areas in southern Africa. 


	2008- 2014:
	· Co-convenor and lead facilitator for the South, East and North Africa cluster in the Swedish/Africa International Training Programme in Higher Education for Sustainable Development, which expanded to a global programme involving universities from Africa and Asia in 2009 (across 35 countries).
· Mentored a new academic in the Centre of Higher Education Research, Teaching and Learning to collaboratively co-ordinate this programme, which involved visiting and supporting change initiatives in universities in 35 countries in Africa and Asia (involving 280 participants in 106 universities | higher education institutions completing 139 change projects. 81 Change Projects in 23 countries in Africa, and 58 Change Projects in 12 countries in Asia.).


	1997-2013:
	· Led and developed an International Certificate Course in Environmental Education at SADC level for mid-career professionals working in environmental and education organizations in 14 southern African countries, including an ESD Leadership Course in 2013. Involving between 15 – 20 participants per annum (for 17 years): Approx 300 participants working with co-participants = 600 direct participants working in communities of practice completing approximately 300 Change Projects. 


	2008:	
	· Course design and teaching of a one-week international course module on ‘Community, Sustainability and Learning’ at the Schumaker College, UK.


	2007:
	· Led the development of training materials and training of the National Core Training Team for the Department of Education for implementing the Grade 7/8 National Curriculum Statement (with materials used nationally in all provinces by 1000 provincial trainers).  


	2006:	
	· Led the development of an Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Innovations Course for university lecturers in the UNEP/AAU/UNESCO Mainstreaming of Environment and Sustainability in African Universities Partnership Programme (involved training of 90 academics from 36 countries in Africa).



	Student supervision, graduations and examinations
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	1997-2025:
	· I have successfully supervised and co-supervised 156 postgraduate scholars (22 postdoctoral fellows, 62 PhD scholars and 72 Masters scholars) all except two of these in a 28-year period. Of these 156 scholars, the majority are black scholars formerly disadvantaged under colonialism/apartheid policies and educational practices. In most of these supervisions I was lead supervisor (see Appendix B).  

· I have also worked supportively with my colleagues to ensure successful supervision of an additional 50+ Masters and PhD scholars (whose supervision I was not directly involved in, but whom I supported via teaching and other contributions) in Environmental Education since 2000 when I took up the Chair.

· In the past few years, I have focused much more on PhD supervision and teaching and colleagues have taken over the co-ordination and management of the Master’s Degree Programme, due to the high demand for PhD studies in the ELRC.  I have also worked more with post-doctoral scholars. 



	Scope of supervision and examination 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	· As can be seen from the list in Appendix B, I have supervised a range of studies within the field of education (mainly environment and sustainability education). These studies all focus on various aspects of transforming education for sustainable futures. This includes work in a diversity of areas such as  decolonial and arts-based pedagogy, ESD and teacher education, universities and sustainability, social learning in informal and community-based learning contexts, schooling and formal education curriculum development, TVET and workplace learning and sustainability practices, policy processes and policy development, climate change education, indigenous knowledge, agricultural extension, and education focussing on food, water and energy security as well as biodiversity conservation. This indicates a wide scope of educational research dynamics, all of which are centred on environment and sustainability education AS a process of social change. Holding the studies together is a focus on transformative learning and agency, and the implications that this has for education system development and social and ecological justice. All contribute to an overall focus on transforming education for sustainable futures. Within the SDGs, the focus lies strongly with SDG 4 (Target 4.7) but also the climate action target (13.2). 

· The scope of the studies is reflective of the range of students that participate in the Environmental Learning Research Centre Programme, and the scope of environment and sustainability education work and research more broadly. This scope of work within the field is also reflected in the publications that I have produced, and in the research foci that we have defined to guide research programming in the ELRC which are:
· Transformative social learning and agency development (including in public and community education settings) 
· Educational quality and relevance in formal education settings (including studies on schooling, teacher education and Higher Education)
· Green skills, workplace learning and green skills learning pathways (includes a focus on professional development), 

All contributing to a wider understanding of transforming education for sustainable futures within a social justice orientation.  

· To strengthen coherence and the core focus and contribution of the scholarship of the ELRC I have worked on providing leadership at the level of methodological and philosophical dimensions of social science research orientations, and in recent years many of our scholars have started to work more with post-colonial, decolonisation, critical realist, arts-based formative interventionist, and socio-material orientations to research, following an earlier reliance in the field on quasi-experimental, hermeneutic and post-structural research designs.  

· As indicated above, I have also supervised studies at a cross-faculty level, effectively undertaking a multi-disciplinary approach to supervision. This is in instances where the science and commerce faculties required social research support, or in cases where we have had inter and transdisciplinary research programme collaborations. I have also co-supervised students at other universities nationally, and internationally (at MSc and PhD levels), and have supervised the work of a number of post-doctoral scholars. 

	

	PhD Examinations
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
I have examined 31 studies for national and international universities at Masters and PhD levels in the past 20 years. PhD evaluations (21 in total) include:


	· University of Stellenbosch
	South Africa
	2

	· University of Cape Town
	South Africa
	1

	· University of South Africa
	South Africa
	2

	· University of the Witwatersrand (Wits)
	South Africa
	5

	· Uppsala University
	Sweden
	1

	· University of Helsinki
	Finland
	2

	· Aarhus University
	Denmark
	1

	· Deakin University
	Australia
	2

	· University of Wageningen
	Netherlands
	2

	· Flinders University
	Australia
	1

	· Nelson Mandela University
· University of Toronto
	South Africa
Canada
	1
1

	
Research Experience: Fundraising and Research Grants
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
General Funds:
Since 1997 I have, with support of colleagues, raised in excess of ZAR 50 million (approx. GBP 2.5 million | 2.6 million Euro) for environmental education support at Rhodes University:

	1997-Present:
	· This included core funding for the Murray & Roberts Chair and Gold Fields Environmental Education Service Centre for 10 years; international certificate course programmes, and ZAR 16 million funding for a dedicated facility for Environmental Learning Research at Rhodes University. 
· I have also contributed to fundraising for major international environmental education development projects in South Africa, Namibia and in the SADC Region (raising in excess of ZAR 70 million (GBP 3.4 million) for these wider programmes). For example I helped to fundraise for the South African National Environmental Education Programme for the Minister of Education, the Namibian Environmental Education Programme (implemented by their ministry) and most recently I raised USD 20 million with UNESCO for the Sustainability Starts with Teachers programme implemented by the UNESCO ROSA office, with the ELRC as a partner implementor (www.sustainabilityteachers.org).


	Research Funds:
I have, again with support of colleagues, raised and managed various national and international research grants totalling ZAR 185.85 million (approx. 8.6 million GBP / 9.9 million Euro) since 2004, including:

	2016-Present:



2023-present



2023-present


2018-
2023


2018-2023


2021-2023

2019-2024


2017-2020: 


2017-2019:







2016-2019:




2015-2018:



2016-2017:	

	
2014-2016: 



2013-2016:














2013-2014:






2012-2014:




2008-2014:










2012-2013:


2011-2013: 


2010-2013: 



2005-2012:


2009: 



2007: 	


2004 - 2006:	



	· NRF Tier 1 SARChI Chair in Global Change and Social Learning Systems – focus on transformative learning and green skills learning pathways research (ZAR 13 million for the first five years, R15 million for the second five years, and R 25 million for the final period of this 15 year Chair). 

· NRF Funding to establish the Future Earth Africa Hub Leadership Centre at Rhodes University and University of Pretoria to establish an association of Sustainability Science in Africa.  This is the only Future Earth hub in Africa. (ZAR 20 million) 

· UNICEF YOMA Green Learn to Earn Pathways research project for youth not in work, education or training. (ZAR 3 million, extended with a further ZAR 15 million to 2026)

· Sida/UNESCO Funding for the International Sustainability Starts with Teachers programme for teacher educators development across 11 countries. (ZAR 20 million)

· GCRF Project Funding for the ZA Hub in the international Transformations to Sustainable Futures Project (ZAR 9 million for ZA Hub; with additional ZAR 20 million for ZA hub projects)

· Lewis Foundation Funding and VVOB Funding for Fundisa for Change online course design and development (ZAR 1.8 Million) 

· DSI/NRF Community of Practice focussing on Transdisciplinary Social Learning and Sustainable Development (ZAR 14 million) 


· Water Research Commission (WRC) Research Grant over 3 years focusing on the dissemination of water knowledge (ZAR 2 million). Project completed successfully. 

· UNEP 10YFP research and development award for transformative social learning in food systems waste reduction programmes (ZAR 2 million over 2 years).  Project completed successfully. 
· Institutions of Higher Learning (IHL) curriculum innovation grant from the Association for Water and Rural Development (AWARD) research and curriculum innovation support for institutions of higher learning in the Limpopo Basin, in response to climate change and resilience threats (ZAR 2 million over 2 years).  Project completed successfully. 

· International Social Science Council (ISSC) Transformations to Sustainability grant for research on ‘Transgressive learning in times of climate change’ – to establish a transformative knowledge network across 9 countries in Africa, Asia and Europe – (ZAR 13.5 million) over 3 years.  Project completed successfully. 

· Development Bank of South Africa Green Fund Grant for a research and capacity development programme for Green Skills System Capacity Development in South Africa (ZAR 6.5 million for three years). Project completed successfully. 

· UNESCO/ SARUA funding to support the research, design and development of the Sustainability Starts with Teachers programme (0.75 million) over two years. Project completed successfully. 

· National Research Foundation (NRF) Research Grant for Fundisa for Change curriculum research over 3 years – multi-institutional partnership with 5 South African universities (ZAR 1.7 million). Programme started in 2014.  Project completed successfully. 
	
· Water Research Commission (WRC) Research Grant over 3 years focusing on the dissemination of water knowledge produced by the WRC (ZAR 1.9 million). Phase 1 project completed successfully. 
· Conservation, Agriculture, Tourism and Hospitality and Sport Sector Education and Training Authority (CATHSSETA) research grant over 3 years focusing on human capacity development in the biodiversity sector (ZAR 3 million). Project completed successfully. 
· GreenMatter/Lewis Foundation grant for research and development of the Fundisa for Change teacher education programme (which includes funds for a co-ordinator who is also completing a PhD) (ZAR 3 million).  Through this programme, we have raised an additional ZAR 5 million for the offering of in-service teacher education programmes. Project completed successfully. 
· Research grant from the Horn of Africa Regional Environmental Programme and UNEP to produce the Africa Environmental Education and Training Action Plan for 2015-2025. (ZAR 0.2 million). Completed successfully. 

· Sandisa Imbewu research funding for the ELRC to strengthen its publishing programme and outputs, and consolidate the 20 years of research undertaken in the Chair. (ZAR 1.0 million). Successfully completed. 
· Funding to research, develop and implement an International Training Programme for universities in Africa focusing on Education and Sustainable Development in Higher Education (implemented in partnership with CHERTL and UNEP) (ZAR 4 million). Completed successfully.

· Research funding from CDKN to contribute to the research and lead authoring of the Southern African Universities Association research on university responses to climate compatible development and the production of a knowledge co-production framework for the SADC region (ZAR 0.45 million). Completed successfully. 

· Water Research Commission Research Grant over 3 years (ZAR 1.1 million) for social learning in the water sector. Completed successfully. 
· South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA) Research Partnership Grant over 6 years (ZAR 2.7 million) for research on workplace learning and sustainability practices, and learning pathways for critical and scarce skills – involving a research programme that is linked to 5 national universities and SAQA’s research directorate. Successfully completed.
· South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) research and project development grant on heritage and social learning for sustainable development (ZAR 2.4 million). Completed successfully, extended with a further ZAR 0.5 million in 2013. Completed successfully.

· UNESCO ESD research grant to produce a national case study on Climate Change Education in South Africa (ZAR 0.5 million). Completed successfully. 

· South African Netherlands Partnership for Academic Development (SANPAD) Research Grant on Social Learning and Community Based Natural Resources Management (ZAR 0.6 million). Completed successfully. 

· SADC REEP Research Programme Management Grant over 5 years (ZAR 2 million) -involving co-ordination of a research programme with 10 Universities in SADC, and research in 10 southern African countries. Completed successfully. 

· Research grant from DEAT to assist with the development of an Environmental Sector Skills Plan over 1 year (ZAR 1.5 million) – involving a research partnership with DEAT staff. Completed successfully. 

· Water Research Commission Research Grant over 2 years (ZAR 1.1 million) – involving a multi-disciplinary research team from 3 faculties and 1 NGO. Completed successfully. 

· A ZAR 2 million Scholarship Trust Fund Grant from Murray & Roberts and Gold Fields – for environmental education scholars at RU – ongoing. 

· NRF Research Grant over 5 years (ZAR 250 000) – own research programme. 20 M. Ed studies. Completed successfully. 
· DANIDA Formative Monitoring and Evaluation Research Grant for the SA National Environmental Education Research Programme over 4 years (ZAR 1 million) – involving a consortium of 5 national universities. Completed successfully.


	Note that: 
· These research grants and their successful completions indicate that I have played a co-ordination and research leadership role in research fundraising, and research programme design and implementation. This has been at institutional level (own programme and faculty), at multi-disciplinary level (across faculties in the university); at national consortium level (across South African universities); and at international consortium level (across universities in 10 southern African countries, and across African-Asian-European-Latin American partnership frameworks). 

· I therefore have proven capacity to lead, manage and support multi-institutional, multi-cultural, and multi-disciplinary research programmes. I have also contributed to co-operative fundraising initiatives with other departments, mainly with the Department of Environmental Science (their IDRC Climate Change research project) and the Institute of Water Research (IWR) Institute at RU (their Global Change Society and Sustainability) research programme. Both of these are transdisciplinary research programmes to which I have contributed in various ways including providing supervision support to some students, conceptualization of the research programmes and theoretical and methodological development of the programmes from a social science vantage point. 

· I have also been mentoring and supporting Early Career Researchers to raise funds for research. For example one of my post-doctoral scholars (Dr Dylan McGarry) successfully raised funds for the One Ocean Hub with Strathclyde University, and he was a co-director of the programme, and leading award-winning transdisciplinary engagement work in this massive GBP20 million programme. 

· I worked with Professor Leon Tikly at the University of Bristol to raise GBP 4.5 million for a Network Plus programme from UKRI and GCRF for Transforming Education for Sustainable futures (https://tesf.network). This allowed funding of approximately GBP 0.5 million to support a network of research projects in a South African Hub (which I am leading). In this project we supported 14 projects to gain smaller research grants, and to manage and implement their research.  We also managed a set of smaller grants for Covid-19 research during the pandemic. This has been a national capacity building process to generate co-engaged research amongst organisations not often funded for doing research. In this group, there are a large cohort of ECRs who are managing research projects for the first time. I also supported three ECRs to co-manage the programme with me, and thus to learn the ropes of research programming and management in a national and international environment. 

	
Research Rating and Recognition
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	· I currently (February 2026) have a google scholar h-index of 40:

	
All
	   Since 2021

	Citations
	5695
	2979

	h-index
	40
	26

	i10-index
	104
	60




· In 2016, and in 2023 I obtained a B2 Rating from the National Research Foundation. The definition of a B category is “Researchers who enjoy considerable international recognition by their peers for the high quality and impact of their recent research outputs”.  

· In 2009 I obtained a C1 (first time) NRF rating which involves a process of international peer review of research outputs in the past seven years. A C1 rating indicates an ‘internationally recognised researcher’ in the South African researcher rating system. 

· Within Rhodes University (in the period that this data has been released i.e. from 2008 onwards), I have consistently been rated amongst the ‘top 20’ or ‘top 10’ researchers in the university, involving all disciplines, and based on accredited output analysis as per requirements and criteria of the Department of Higher Education and Training. I have consistently also been amongst the top researchers in my Faculty, as follows (from the date when reporting on the top 20-30 researchers commenced). (Being No. 3-5 on the top 30 researchers list also means being top researcher in the social sciences, as the top research positions are most often occupied by Natural Science researchers). 

· 2024: No. 2 on the top 30 researchers list (No. 1 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2023: No. 12 on the top 30 researchers list (No. 2 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2022: No. 2 on the top 30 researchers list (No. 1 in the Faculty of Education) 
· 2021: No. 3 on the top 30 researchers list (No. 1 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2020: No. 7 on the top 30 researchers list (No. 1 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2019: No. 6 on the top 30 researchers list (No. 1 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2018: No. 3 on the top 30 researchers list (No. 1 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2017: No. 5 on the top 30 researchers list (No. 2 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2016:  No. 5 on the top 39 researchers list (No. 1 in the Faculty of Education) 
· 2015:  No. 29 on the top 30 researchers list (No. 4 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2014:  No. 7 on the top 20 researchers list (No. 2 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2013:  No. 13 on the top 20 researchers list (No. 3 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2012:  No. 6 on the top 20 researchers list (No. 1 in the Faculty of Education) 
· 2011:  No. 12 on the top 20 researchers list (No. 2 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2010:  No. 22 on the top 30 researchers list (No. 1 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2009:  No. 7 on the top 20 researchers list (No. 1 in the Faculty of Education)
· 2008:  No. 6 on the top 20 researchers list (No. 1 in the Faculty of Education)


	Recent Professional Achievements and Awards
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	2024

2022:


2016
	· Awarded the South African Education Association Research Honours Award. 

· Nominated and accepted into the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf). 
· Our Centre also received the University Internationalisation Award

· Our edited book ‘Critical realism, environmental learning and social-ecological change’ was co-awarded the Cheryl Frank Memorial Prize by the International Association of Critical Realism. The other awardee with us was the late Roy Bhaskar (originator of critical realist philosophy and world scholar). 
· Vice Chancellor’s Senior Researcher Award. 
· Vice Chancellor’s Community Engagement Award (leader of the team). 
· WESSA 90 Lifetime Conservation Achiever Award. The 90 Lifetime Conservation Achiever Awards acknowledges 90 living individuals who have dedicated their lives to conservation in South Africa.


	2015:
	· One of a team who received the Vice Chancellor’s Community Engagement Award


	2014:
	· Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa Founders Award
· Green Matter Senior Fellows Award for contributions to education and training, and transformation in the biodiversity and environmental sector in South Africa 


	2009:
	· Vice Chancellor’s Teaching Award
· Gold Award (National) from the WESSA for contributions to the field of environmental education in South Africa 


	Scientific Committees and Academic Boards (National and International)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	2024



2022




2021

2020



2017-present:
	· Appointed as member of the international scientific committee of the International Learning Science Conference for 2025. 

· Appointed as member of the international expert working group to UNESCO responsible for the revision of the 1974 Recommendation on Peace and Human Rights Education. I was one of two international experts from Africa, and one of two international experts working on ESD. 

· Founding Member and Steering Committee member of the UNESCO/UNITWIN Network focussing on ESD and Social Transformation. 
· Board Member of the University of Leuphania Institute for Transdisciplinary Learning and Sustainable Development, and their TDAcademy, also a visiting fellow in 2021.

· Appointed as Board member of the International Association of Critical Realism



	2016-present:
	· Appointed as Ethics Board Member:  Council of the University of Gibraltar, Gibraltar.


	2016 / present:
	· Member of the socio-scientific committee of the 2017 World Environmental Education Congress, Vancouver, Canada, and 2022 World Environmental Education Congress, Prague, and 2024 WEEC, UAE. 


	2014:
	· International Advisory Board Sustainable Lifestyles and Education programme of the 10YFP, United Nations Environment Programme.


	2011:
	· Member of the International Human Dynamics Global Environmental Change Science Plan Writing Group for a new research plan on Knowledge, Learning and Societal Change (submitted to IHDP for approval in October 2011).


	2011-2014:

	· Member of the Global Universities Partnership for Environment and Sustainable Development Scientific Committee (UNEP) (1 of 2 Africa representatives).


	2009-2013:
	· Member of the international scientific committee for the Swedish Education for Sustainable Development Research Programme (GRESD). 


	2008:
	· Member of an Invited International Scientific Panel (20-member team invited by the Swedish Government) preparing recommendations on Education for Sustainable Development for the World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development. 


	2008-2013:
	· Member of the World Environmental Education Congress Social and Scientific Committee.  
· I was appointed by the SADC Regional Environmental Education Programme to provide reflexive leadership and management support to programme managers and staff on a regular basis, and to assist with reflexive monitoring and evaluation of the programme. The SADC REEP is a multi-million rand programme that works across 15 southern African countries. 


	2008-2009:
	· Member of a 15-member international advisory committee for the 2009 World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development.  Hosted by UNESCO and the German Government, March 2009. 


	2005-2007:
	· Member of the CODESRIA evaluation panel for the CODESRIA PhD prize (award offered for the best PhD in social sciences in Africa). Involves reviewing PhD studies submitted for the prize annually.


	2006-2007:
	· Member of the International Advisory Committee for the UNESCO 4th International Environmental Education Conference. Hosted by the Indian Government in partnership with UNESCO and UNEP, Ahmedabhad, India in November 2007.  Co-ordinator of the Conference Recommendations working group. 


	2006-2015: 

	· Member of the United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development International Reference Committee.  UNESCO, Paris.  

	2006-2007: 

	· Chair of the International Scientific Committee:  4th World Environmental Education Congress. Durban, South Africa, July 2007.

	2006:
	· Member of the South African Advisory Committee to the Department of Education for the Development of an ESD Strategy / Framework for Action for South Africa. 
· Member of an international Asia-Pacific UNESCO/ IUCN task team to research and develop indicators for the implementation of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. 
· Education for Sustainable Development Expert Panel:  Reviewing the Sub-Saharan Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development – presented at the ADEA Africa Education Bienniale, Libreville Gabon, March 2006. 
· Member of the International Scientific Committee: 12th GASAT (Gender, Science and Technology in Education) Conference Committee. 
· Member of the International Scientific Committee: International Conference on Environment, Security and Sustainability. Near East University, North Cyprus. 


	2004-2005:
	· Member of the International Scientific Committee: 3rd World Environmental Education Congress, Torino, Italy (October 2005). Invited to lead a session on Human Rights and Environmental Education at this congress, and to serve on the final synthesising panel.


	2004:
	· Member of an International Scientific Review panel for The Foundation for Strategic Environmental Research (MISTRA) (A foundation of the Swedish Government).  Invited to review a research proposal on ‘Value Structures and the Millennium Goals’, Stockholm, Sweden, 1-3 May 2004.


	2003:
	· Member of the International Scientific Committee: 1st World Environmental Education Congress. Esphino, Portugal (May 2003).



	Faculty and Department Leadership 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
The main faculty and departmental leadership role I have played over the past 19 years has been to Chair and Direct the Rhodes University Environmental Education Unit, and later the Environmental Learning Research Centre. In general, it has been difficult to fill other co-ordination positions due to the high level of demand within the Chair and ELRC programme. However, I am and have also served as:


	2020- 2023

2021-2022

2014 – Present:  
	· Council Member:  Rhodes University 

· Chair: Faculty of Education Higher Degrees Committee  

· University Research Committee 


	2004 – Present:
	· PhD week programme co-ordinator 


	2012 – 2014:
	· I also led a Faculty of Education Research Teaching Review in 2012-14.


	
	· I have also served on the Community Engagement Committee, and the Environmental Programmes Committee for short periods of time. 


	
	· A short spell as Deputy HOD (I had to resign from this due to my mother’s illness).


	
	· Chair of the Education Higher Degrees Committee until the Deputy Dean: Research took up the position.


	Policy Contributions (National and International)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
I have been involved in the following national and international policy development processes, and through this have contributed to the inclusion of environmental education in the General and Further Education National Curriculum Statements, and into the South African National Qualifications Framework structure and qualifications more broadly (i.e., the post-apartheid education and training transformation process and framework). Since 2005 I have also been making policy contributions at global level. 


	2022


2020

2018-2022


2004-
2016:	
	· Member of the International Expert Group tasked with the revision of the UNESCO 1974 Recommendation on Education for Peace and Human Rights

· Co-author of the Global Change Social Science National Research Plan II. 

· Co-hosting of the UNESCO/SADC ESD Policy Seminar Series, international Conference, and co-writing of the SADC Framework for Education for Sustainable Development in 2022

· Mainstreaming Environment and Sustainability in African Universities International Steering Committee, representing MESA on the Global Universities for Sustainability Partnership International Steering Committee. 


	2015-
2016:	
	· Director of the South African Green Skills System Capacity Development Programme focusing on education and training system development to pro-actively integrate green skills planning into the post-schooling system.


	2011-
2017:
	· Director of the national Fundisa (Teaching) for Change teacher education network involving 16 teacher education institutions in South Africa who are supporting teachers to integrate new environment and sustainable development knowledge and pedagogical approaches into the national system of teacher education. 


	2013-
2015:
	· Lead researcher and author of the Africa Environmental Education and Training Action Plan (2015-2025), for the African Ministerial Environmental Conference (AMCEN), completed November 2014 and approved by AMCEN Ministers in March 2015. 


	2012-present:
	· Member of the National Environmental Sector Skills Planning Forum, which makes various interventions into the national system of skills development to further the aims of integrating environment and sustainability issues into the national system of education and training in South Africa. 


	2005 - 2015:
	· Member of the UNESCO International Reference Group for the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development (UNDESD), which included the development of international Policy Dialogues for the UN DESD.  Policy dialogues include: Climate Change Education, and ESD and the Millennium Development Goals, as well as ESD in the context of National Sustainable Development Strategies for UNESCO. In this role I contributed to the development of the Sub-Saharan African ESD Strategy; and to policy development work for ESD Strategy at SADC level with UNESCO (Windhoek and Harare Cluster Offices) and SADC. I was requested to draft the Bonn Declaration on Education for Sustainable Development at the 2009 World Conference on ESD. I have also authored a document on ESD Learning Processes in Africa for UNESCO which was presented at the ADEA conference in 2011. I served as main rapporteur of the World ESD Conference held in Nagoya Japan in November 2014, and co-authored the Aichi-Nagoya Declaration emerging out of this conference.  


	2009-2010:	
	· Lead researcher for the first ever South African Environmental Sector Skills Plan (DEA 2010) which developed a systems approach to skills analysis involving both demand and supply side research, as well as research into enabling and constraining factors influencing environmental sector skills development in South Africa. 


	2010:	
	· Support researcher and lead author working with the CSIR to develop the Department of Science and Technology’s Human Capital Development Strategy for the Global Change Grand Challenge National Research Plan, one of South Africa’s five national research Grand Challenges under the 10 Year Innovation Plan. 


	2006:  
	· Member of a National Department of Education Task Team to develop a Framework for Action for the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development for South Africa.


	2000– 2004:  
	· Chairperson of the National Environmental Education Standards Generating Body (to develop qualifications for the environmental education field, particularly entry level qualifications at levels 4, 5 and 6).


	1996- 2002:  
	· Member of the various national curriculum committees; including the National Human and Social Sciences Learning Area Committee; the National Phase Committee (Foundation Phase); the Ministerial Committee for the Revised National Curriculum Statement working on the Foundation Phase, and the Ministerial Committee on Human Rights for the Further Education and Training Band. In all of these policy development committees, my mandate was to represent the environmental education community in the General Education and Training and Further Education and Training curriculum policy development processes.


	1996- 2000:  
	· National co-ordinator of the Environmental Education Curriculum Initiative (a state –civil society (EEASA/DEAT/DoE) participatory initiative to integrate environmental education into the National Curriculum Statement, involving a large national network across all 9 provinces)


	1997- 1999:  
	· Member of the National Standards Body for Agriculture and Conservation (NQF development structure)


	1992- 1996:
	· Member of the Environmental Education Policy Initiative (a state-civil society initiative to integrate environmental education into the post-apartheid national education and training system)

	



	Editorial Board Member/ Reviewer for Journals
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	2016-present

2003-present:
	· Southern African Journal of Environmental Education 


· Australian Journal of Environmental Education (Australian Journal) 
· International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education (German based journal)


	2001-present:
	· Canadian Journal of Environmental Education (Canadian based journal) 



	2017-
2018:
	· Reviewed for the American Education Association of Education Journal; the Journal of Environmental Education; 
· Co-Edited a Special Issue of the Sustainability Journal. 


	2003-present:	
	· Environmental Education Research Journal (UK based journal) 



	2016-2018:	
	· Learning Culture and Social Interaction (UK based journal). I was appointed as a co-editor of this journal from June 2016. 


	2003-2008:
	· Journal of Environmental Education (USA based journal) 
· International Journal of Sustainable Development (Journal based in China)


	2004-2008:
	· Transnational Curriculum Studies Journal (Australian/Transnational) 


	

	Conference Organisation (National and International)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

	2025


2023



2022


2022


2021



2017:	
	· Programme Committee Co-Chair of the International Conference of Learning Sciences 2025, Helsinki, July, Finland

· Scientific Programme Chair and member of the Local Organising Committee:  South African Education Research Association 2023 Conference, November, South Africa 

· Co-convenor of the ZA Hub Transforming Education for Sustainable Futures Conference, Cape Town, November, South Africa. 

· Co-convenor of the UNESCO/SADC ESD Policy Conference and Dialogue, Johannesburg March 2022

· Co-convenor of the International Association of Critical Realism Conference, hosted online by Rhodes University and the University of the Witwatersrand, September 2021

· Co-convenor of the International Researching Work and Learning Conference, hosted at Rhodes University, South Africa, from 6-10 December 2017 (200 delegates).


	2016: 	
	· Co-convenor of the Green Skills System Capacity Development Round Table Meeting, Wits Club, Johannesburg, April 2016 (60 delegates).


	2014:
	· Co-convenor of the Fundisa for Change national environmental education conference for teacher education, Emperor’s Palace, Johannesburg, February 2014 (250 delegates).


	2011-2012:  
	· Member of the International Critical Realism Association Conference Organising Committee for the 2012 ICAR Conference focussing on Global Change and Critical Realist Debates –held at Rhodes University, July 2012. (150 delegates)
· Co-chair of the EEASA 30th Annual Conference Organising Committee for the 2012 Conference – held at Rhodes University, July 2012. (400 delegates)


	2006-2007:  
	· Member of the organising committee and Chair of the Scientific Programme Committee and Scientific Programme: World Environmental Education Congress, 2-6 July 2007, Durban, South Africa (involving 900 delegates from 100 countries, and 400 programme contributions)


	2005:  	
	· Convenor. 8th International Invitational Research and Development Seminar in Environmental and Health Education. Ethics and situated culture in environmental and health education. Hosted at Rhodes University, South Africa from 15-18 March 2005 (involving 40 international delegates)


	2002:
	· Conference Programme Convenor: Environmental Management for Sustainable Universities Conference held at Rhodes University (September 2002) (150 delegates).


	1999: 	
	· Co-convenor of the Environmental Education Association of Southern African Conference held at Rhodes University (September 1999) (400 delegates).


	1996:  
	· Co-convenor: Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa Conference, held at Stellenbosch University (July 1996). (400 delegates)


	 
	Community Engagement 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Over the years I have been variously engaged in a range of different community engagement initiatives. These have generally been implemented in partnership with the ELRC staff and student community. However, there are a few that ‘stand out’ in terms of my particular contributions:


	· In 1998 worked with Professor O’Donoghue many years ago to conceptualise and establish the School Environmental Policy Pack with WESSA. This later gave rise to the foundations for the Eco-Schools Programme which has been strongly supported by Dr Ingrid Schudel and Professor O’Donoghue. I have, however, supported Eco-Schools through ongoing research related support work, and higher level support for fundraising and strategic development where relevant. The Eco-Schools programme involves over 1000 schools per annum in improving school environments and curriculum activities. 


	· In 2006 I led the development of an Environmental Education and Training Strategy for Makana Municipality as part of the Local Environmental Action Plan. This strategy is still in use, and in various ways I have supported the implementation of this strategy, especially supporting the engagement of youth in developing environment-related activities in Makana. We have worked together with the Makana Municipality environmental manager in doing this, and I, together with my colleagues have supported capacity building amongst the youth groups.  


	· I have also overseen and supported various research projects to enable capacity building of municipality staff, and we participated in an international Sustainable Cities Programme in which we facilitated the participation of staff in the Makana District to participate in this international knowledge exchange and practice-based programme.


	· We have also supported the Municipality to establish and co-ordinate the Makana Environmental Forum, which provided a public participation platform for environmental concerns in Makhanda. 

· During the COVID-19 pandemic we started the Iqonqa Learning Network focussing on accessible communication of Covid-19 information, including information that supports livelihoods.  This involved writing accessible newspaper articles, and establishing a WhatsApp communication forum, translation of information and establishing an e-communications ecology to transfer much needed information into rural areas. 


	· I also worked with the local Umthathi Training Programme to spearhead a review of their community learning facilitators’ practices, their training programmes and training materials which help to support local food gardens and food security. From this we have supported the development of innovative new training materials which have been widely used within the Umthathi Training Programme. 


	· I have been leading and supporting an engaged research programme focussing on water for food knowledge (Amanzi for Food) since 2014, which has a direct community-engaged approach to working with agriculture colleges, farmers, farmers associations (mostly rural women farmers) and agricultural learning facilitators to strengthen their capacity to integrate knowledge of rainwater harvesting into their practices. I have led and supported the development of an innovative social learning model for these purposes. This model was recognized by the Partnership for Green Economy (PAGE) via an invitation to present it at a recent inter-ministerial conference in Berlin Germany (selected as one of 3 out of a range of international projects); by the Vice Chancellor – the project won the Community Engagement Award (2016) and three of the scholars on the programme won the Student Researcher Award (2015).  This project has grown into an ongoing Learning Network called the Imvothu Bubomi Learning Network which is active to this day in supporting farmers to enhance food security and livelihoods in the rural Eastern Cape. 


	· I also supported the development and emergence of a capabilities centred approach to social learning in the Department of Environmental Sciences IDRC research programme on climate change adaptation through providing practical and reflexive research support to the researchers working with communities in this programme, and contributed in part to a co-authored handbook produced by Georgina Cundill (lead author). 


	· In general, I have tried to develop a ‘community engaged’ approach to research and teaching, and have encouraged this to permeate the ethos of scholarship in the ELRC (an article on this work was published in the RU publication on ‘Community Engaged Research). The main co-ordination of the community engagement programmes and activities was undertaken by my colleague Professor Rob O’Donoghue under the auspices of the Makana and rural Eastern Cape Regional Centre of Expertise, which I established via a consultative process in Makana and via an applications process to the United Nations University in 2007. This provides a co-ordinating mechanism and ongoing social learning forum for the variety of community engagement activities that the ELRC is involved in.  More recently we are working with our Community Engagement Division to align university-based community engagement activities with the SDG framework, and are also contributing this framework to wider provincial engagements. 

· A key focus of my recent community engagement work (2014 onwards) has been to establish and host a number of learning networks and knowledge commons tools and resources, and to develop the social learning mechanisms and tools for co-engaged learning networks.  This has involved developing and hosting websites for various projects, as well as e-learning tools and e-learning ecologies. Examples include the regional Sustainability Starts with Teachers platform, and the Amanzi for Food, and Fundisa for Change platforms all of which were initially conceptualised by me, and developed with support of colleagues, students and community partners (I have also learned wordpress skills in the process!).  An interesting process that we have recently piloted is the provision of free open access courses on these platforms (see www.amanziforfood.co.za), which also makes e-learning tools and materials available as open access ‘knowledge commons’ tools. Our findings are showing that hosting open access courses, supported by accessible e-learning ecologies, stimulates the formation of learning networks that support and sustain a variety of practical sustainability innovations in communities. Via this, we are combining e-learning with situated learning actions that are realised in knowledge commons developments, as well as shared resourcing of practices that make a difference in people’s lives and to the environment. 

· Since 2020 I have been working consistently on a number of related projects that strengthen the scaling potential of citizen-based water quality monitoring which has led to a much more expansive project focussing on Green Learn to Earn pathways for unemployed youth in South Africa. To date this has led to part time employment of over 2000 young people, through a partnership with Duzi uMngeni Conservation Trust (DUCT), Ground Truth and a large network of partners.  Most recently this has extended to include funding from UNICEF to produce micro-credential learning pathways for unemployed youth across 
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APPENDIX A: RESEARCH AND PRESENTATION CONTRIBUTIONS
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I have produced approximately 300 publications to date – including 75 internationally peer reviewed journal articles, 19 journal editorial papers, 78 book chapters, 30 monograph publications and other publications, 5 co-edited books, 19 journals edited, and a number of other research reports and policy briefs and 4 sets of international training materials for international and regional organisations. I have co-edited 5 international books. I have also supported our postgraduate scholars to publish, with over 50+ of our postgraduates becoming published authors. In 2016 I developed an Academic Journal Writing Course for the University to support post-graduate scholars and young academics to publish their research internationally which I now regularly run to support post-graduate scholars and early career researchers to publish their work.



	

	Journals Edited
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Journals edited refers to effort put into editing individual papers in a volume/issue of a journal where I have served as an editor-in-chief or a guest editor while editorials refers to introductory pieces I write for each issue. This work is often represented as one but in practice it is separate and equally demanding.

In 2003 I was appointed by the Council of the Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa (EEASA) to edit the Southern African Journal of Environmental Education, which is a SAPSE accredited journal. I was tasked to upgrade the journal, and to broaden its focus and reach so that it could become more representative of southern African scholarship, with a stronger international review panel. I edited 12 editions of the Journal (it is published annually), and in 2018 I co-edited a special issue section of the journal. To strengthen the reach of southern African scholarship, I also Guest Edited two international journals.  This work has been important to establish a platform for scholarship in environmental education in southern Africa. I stepped down as Editor-in-Chief of the SAJEE journal in October 2016.  I co-edited the international Journal of Learning, Culture and Social Interaction for a period of two years.  In 2019 I co-edited a Special Issue of the Sustainability Journal, which collected papers from the ISC project on Transgressive Learning in Times of Climate Change. In 2022, I co-edited Special Issue #7 NORRAG Journal on Climate Change Education.  This is an international open access policy journal which brough together 28 papers developed 75 authors from 21 countries. I have recently (co-)edited two Special Issues of the Southern African Journal of Environmental Education published in 2025, and also involved in co-editing a Special Issue of the South African Journal of Science, published in September 2024.  



	1.

	Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. (2025) Editor: Southern African Journal of Environmental Education:  Transforming Education for Sustainable Futures (Special Issue). 40(2).

	2.
	Bhurekeni, J. and Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. (2025). Editors: Southern African Journal of Environmental Education:  Climate Change Education. Special Issue. 41(2).

	3.
 
	Lotz-Sisitka, H., Limson, J., & Le Grange, L. (2024). Editors: South African Journal of Science, Special Issue:  Sustainability Science Engagement and Engaged Sustainability Science. 120(9/10).  

	4.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H., & Rosenberg, E. (2022). Editors. NORRAG Special Issue. Climate Change Education. No.7. June 2022.

	5.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. & Bengttson, S. 2019/20. Special Issue: Transgressive Learning in Times of Climate Change. Sustainability Journal, 2020, 12(15)

	6.
	Daniels, H., Saljö, R., Lotz-Sisitka, H (2018). 1 Issue of Learning, Culture and Social Interaction. Elsevier Journal (resigned from editorship in mid-2019).

	7.
	Daniels, H., Saljo, R. & Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. 2017 & 2018. Editors, Learning, Culture and Social Interaction Journal. (Volumes 15-17).

	8.
	Olvitt, L., Lotz-Sisitka, H., Læssøe, J., & Jørgensen, N. J. (2018). Editors, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education. 34. (I co-edited a section with 8 Think Pieces) in this journal. 

	9.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H., Olvitt, L., & Togo, M. 2015.  Editors, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education. 31

	10.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H., Olvitt, L., & Togo, M. 2014.  Editors, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education. 30. 

	11.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2012/13. Editor, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education, 29. 

	12.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. & O’Donoghue, R. 2011. Editor, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education, 28

	13.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2010.  Editor, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education. 27

	14.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. & Kronlid, D. 2009.  Editor, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education. 26

	15.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2008.  Editor, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education. 25

	16.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2007. Editor, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education. 24 (Special Edition for the World Environmental Education Congress) 

	17.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2006.  Editor, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education. 23

	18.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2005.  Editor, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education. 22

	19.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2004.  Editor, Southern African Journal of Environmental Education. 21 

	20.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2004. Guest Editor: Environmental Education Research Journal: Special Edition on Environmental Education Research in Southern Africa. 10 (3)  

	21.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2004. Guest Editor. International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education. 5(1) 

	22.
	Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2003.  Editor:  Southern African Journal of Environmental Education. 20








Editorial Papers
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1. Bhurekeni, J. and Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. (2025). Editorial: Navigating the politics and complexities of climate change education. Southern African Journal of Environmental Education, 41(2), i-viii. 

2. Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. (2025) Editorial: Transforming education for sustainable futures – Views from the Global South. Southern African Journal of Environmental Education, 40(2), i-v. https://doi.org/10.4314/sajee.v40i2.08 

3. Lotz-Sisitka, H., Limson, J., & Le Grange, L. (2024). Editorial: Sustainability Science Engagement and Engaged Sustainability Science. South African Journal of Science, 120(9/10), 1–4.

4. Lotz-Sisitka, H., & Rosenberg, E. (2022). Editorial: Education in Times of Climate Change. NORRAG, 7, 9-13.

5. Olvitt, L., Lotz-Sisitka, H., Læssøe, J., & Jørgensen, N. J. (2018). Understanding Collective Learning and Human Agency in Diverse Social, Cultural and Material Settings. Southern African Journal of Environmental Education, 34. 5-13.

6. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2014. “Editorial: Perspectives on transformations in learning and education”. Southern African Journal of Environmental Education, 30, 6-9. 
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10. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2008.  “Editorial: Environmental education and educational quality and relevance. Opening the debate”. Southern African Journal of Environmental Education, 25: 5-11.
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13. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2005. “Situated culture, ethics and new learning theory: Emerging perspectives in Environmental Education research”. Southern African Journal of Environmental Education, 22: 5-10.
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15. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2004. “Guest Editorial:  Environmental education research and social change: Southern African perspectives”. Environmental Education Research Journal, 10(3): 291-295.

16. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2004.  “Guest Editorial:  Stories of Transformation”.  International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education, 5(1), 8-11.

17. Lotz-Sisitka, H., Obol, C., Nhamo, G. 2003.  “The policy-in-practice nexus”.  Southern African Journal of Environmental Education, 20: 5-8.


	Peer Reviewed Journal Articles
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
1. Lilja, A., Sporre, K., Lotz-Sisitka, H. (in press). Children’s views on justice concerns related to sustainable development.  Global Studies of Childhood (accepted for publication, 2026). 

2. van Staden, W., Lotz-Sisitka, H., Ntshudu, M., & Sisitka, L. (2025). Virtual learning networks for sustainable co-engaged knowledge dissemination and activity transformation. Southern African Journal of Environmental Education, 40(2), 1–22. https://doi.org/10.4314/sajee.v40SI2.07

3. van Staden, W., O’Donoghue, R., & Lotz-Sisitka, H. (2024). The framing of course design tools for an online pre-service training course to activate ESD in subject teaching. The Independent Journal of Teaching and Learning, 19(2), 65-78. https://doi.org/10.17159/h1rp0824

4. Lotz-Sisitka, H. (2024). Towards a politics of transgression in environmental education research: Meta-review of a T-learning research ‘archive’. Australian Journal of Environmental Education, 40(3), 549-573. https://doi.org/10.1017/aee.2024.62 
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9. Micklesson, M., Thifulufhelwi, R., Mvulane, P., Brownell, F., Russel, C. & Lotz-Sisitka, H. (2024). Bringing river health into being with citizen science: river commons co-learning and practice. South African Journal of Science, 120(9/10). https://doi.org/10.17159/sajs.2024/17795
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	Some Other Conference Presentations
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
1. Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. 2025. Climate Change Education in South Africa. CSIR STIC Conference.  CSIR Conference Centre, Pretoria, 9 October 2025. 

2. Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. 2025.  Reskilling Coal Miners into the Hemp Value Chain. Presentation to the Presidential Climate Change Commission. 11 August 2025.

3. Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. 2025. Skills for Climate Change and Green Jobs. University of Tampere Post-graduate Programme. 25 March 2025. 

4. Van Heerden, S., Lotz-Sisitka, H., Poulton, W., Ramsarup, P. The Complexity of Reskilling and Upskilling Workers for the Just Energy Transition in Times of Uncertainty. Presentation at 43rd Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa (EEASA) Conference, 16-19 September, Cape Town, South Africa.

5. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2025.  Ixesha for Justice.  Presentation at the British Academy Time for Just Transitions Convening Programme, Ottawa, Canada. 18-24 May 2025. 

6. Lotz-Sisitka, H., & Kronlid, D. 2025.  Temporality: Meditations on Time and Learning in the ‘Anthropocene’.  International Society of the Learning Sciences. University of Helsinki, Finland, 10 June 2025. 

7. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2025.  Respondent to the symposium session:  Expansive Learning for Enacting Utopias: Methodological Challenges at Karolina Eskelin, University of Helsinki, Finland, 11 June 2025.

8. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2024. Epistemic Justice in Formative Intervention Research in southern Africa, ISCAR Conference, Rotterdam, 27-29 August, 2024. 

9. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2024.  Applying for and managing research grants:  Locally and internationally.  Future Professors Programme. 21 August 2024. Online. 

10. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2022. Change Laboratories in Africa.  Commoning Activity in the Anthropocene: Transgressing norms as ethical-political expansion. SAERA Conference, October 2022, Cape Town.  Paper also presented at an earlier online symposium on Change Laboratories in Africa organised by the University of Western Cape and University of Tampere. 

11. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2022. Panel contribution to the Symposium on Researching Green Work and Learning.  Methodology for radical transformations.  Researching Work and Learning 12 (online conference). Toronto, Canada, 14 July 2022. 

12. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2022.  Symposium Paper:  An emerging 4th generation CHAT formative intervention @the RiverCommons in South Africa.  Symposium co-ordinated by Aydin Bal and Yrjo Engestrom, focussing on 4th generation CHAT research. International Conference of the Learning Sciences. 7 June 2022 (online) 

13. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2022.  Transformative, Transgressive, Transdisciplinary Learning.  11th World Environmental Education Congress, Prague, Poland. 14 March 2022. 

14. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2022.  Children’s voices and ethical agency for transformations to sustainability. SASUF online workshop presentation.  September 2022. 

15. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2021.  What is ESD? Videographic contribution to the UNESCO overview online resource on #ESDfor2030.  UNESCO. Paris. 9 June 2021. 

16. Rosenberg, E., Lotz-Sisitka, H. & Ramsarup, P. 2021. Presentation to launch the book:  Green skills research in South Africa. Models, cases and methods. South African Education Research Association Conference. Online, Johannesburg. 11-12 November 2021.

17. Chikunda, C., Lotz-Sisitka, H., and Chetty, P. (2021). Roundtable Presentation: Sustainability Starts with Teachers: ESD Teacher Education Innovations in Southern Africa (ST1). 39th Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa hosted by the Mauritius Institute of Education. International Online Conference, 21-24 June 2021.

18. Kgosietsile, V., Kunkwenzu, E., Maqwelane, L., and Lotz-Sisitka, H. (2021) Roundtable Presentation: Education for sustainable development: COVID-19 education response intersections with the food, water and economic (livelihoods) crisis. 39th Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa hosted by the Mauritius Institute of Education. International Online Conference, 21-24 June 2021.

19. Thifhulufhelwi, R., Lotz-Sisitka, H., & Chikunda C. (2021.) Mobilizing emancipatory agency for managing the commons: A co-engaged ethico-political depth enquiry in natural resource management commoning activity. Oral presentation: International Association for Critical Realism Conference (IACR), 20 to 24 September 2021, virtual.

20. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2021.  Monitoring and Evaluation of Education for Sustainable Development. Target 4.7 and its implications for ESD.  UNESCO Sustainbility Starts with Teachers Policy Dialogue. 12 May 2021.  Online.

21. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2021.  Opportunities and Challenges in ESD Teacher’s learning.  Putting ESD into Action.  World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development. Invited Speaker:  Priority Action Area 3.  Building capacity of Educators. 19 May 2021.  UNESCO. online.

22. Lotz-Sisitka, H (2021).  Transformative learning in transformations to sustainability.  Contribution to the Building Capacity for Transformation: Moving from concept to practice session in the Transformational Change and Climate Finance: Moving from emerging concepts to advanced practices global workshops. Climate Investment Funds’ Transformational Change Learning Partnership (TCLP). World Bank. May 25-26, 2021. Online. 

23. Lotz-Sisitka, H. (2021) Guest Lecture:  Education and Sustainability. What have we learned from working with Bernstein’s theory in Environment and Sustainability Education in South Africa?  Bernstein PhD Seminar / Research School.  Iceland. 11-12 August 2021. Online.

24. Lotz-Sisitka, H. & Wedekind. V. 2021.  Conference panel presentation:  Mediation and mediators in the expanded skills ecosystem model. A focus on extension workers. South African Education Research Association. 25 November 2021. 

25. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2021.  Amanzi for Food. VET Africa 4.0.  A social skills ecosystem approach.  VET Symposium, Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa Conference. 23 June 2021. 

26. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2021.  An historical review:  A SADC regional response to the SDGs.  Climate change and southern African universities - a 10 year process already!  SARUA climate change dialogue. 22 June 2021. 

27. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2021.  Green skills for sustainable livelihoods and the common good. National Skills Authority Conference.  Commission 4: Supporting the green economy skills. 28-29 September 2021. Online. 

28. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2021.  Scaling community-based water quality management (CBWQM) in South Africa. Fifth Water Research Commision Symposium. Session 16. Citizen Science.  20-22 September 2021. online.  

29. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2021. Sustainable Development at Rhodes University and beyond.  Why is sustainability so much needed in the current context and part of the COVID-19 response.  9th World Sustainability Forum Session titled “Higher Education and Research - How universities around the world engage sustainability and build partnerships for the SDGs.  Session hosted by the International Association of Universities. 13-15 September 2021. online. 

30. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2021. Global change and social learning systems across boundaries. Inclusive International Exchange Processes.  Sustainable and Inclusive Internationalization: Reimagining Approaches in Higher Education in an Era of Global Uncertainties. York University virtual conference. 20-22 January 2021. online.
 
31. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2021.  Some explorations of working into 4th generation CHAT and its instrumentalities in southern Africa in an emerging initiative to generatively scale and better support community-based water quality monitoring activity in South Africa.   Contribution to the Symposium:  Fourth Generation activity theory in the making: formative interventions for equity, justice and sustainability with Aydin Bal, Annalise Sannino and Yrjo Engestrom. Theme 1:  Concept of crisis in the field of cultural-historical activity:  development and transformations.  6th Congress of the International Society of Cultural-historical Activity Research.  ISCAR Natal/RN Brazil 2020/2021. 5th August 2021. 

32. Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2020. Webinar Panelist. SADC Member States on Education Sector Response to COVID-19. Hosted by UNESCO ROSA. Online, Harare. Zimbabwe. 23 July 2020.

33. Lotz-Sisitka, H. Online Presentation. Charting an SDG 4.7 Roadmap for Radical, Transformative Change in the Midst of Climate Breakdown. Hosted by CIES2020. Online, Miami. USA. 29 April 2020.

34. Pereira-Kaplan, T.L., Lotz-Sisitka, H. and Ntshudu, M.E. Communication and social learning network response. Eastern Cape Together Iqonga LoThungelwano. Imvotho Bubomi Learning Network (IBLN):  a network of farmers, students, academics and activists with its focus on communication and social learning to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic with a strong focus on rural Eastern Cape. Online, Eastern Cape. South Africa. 1 April - 1 September 2020.

35. Thifhulufhelwi, R., Lotz-Sisitka, H. and Jalasi, E. Presentation. Analysing Power Dynamic Contradictions as focus for Transformative Processes in the Blyde Natural Resource Management programme. Water-Energy-Food Nexus and SDGs Advancement International Online Conference. Online, Europe. 6 - 7 April 2020.

36. Lotz-Sisitka, H., McGarry, D.K. and Pereira-Kaplan, T.L. Learning for transformed and transformative ocean governance. Transformed and Transformative Ocean Governance Conference. Nelson Mandela University, Port Elizabeth. South Africa. January 2020.

37. Durr, S.J. and Lotz-Sisitika, H. 2019. Exploring the social learning value enabled by affordances of the Food for Us mobile application: A South African Food redistribution case study. 15th International Conference on Mobile Learning 2019. Utrecht, Netherlands. 11-13 April 2019.  

38. Ijabadeniyi, A., and Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2019. Social responsibility and corporate heritage identity at the crossroads: Implications for social learning. Paper presented at the 18th International Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility. Barcelos, Portugal.10-13 September 2019. 

39. Lotz-Sisitka, H.B., Jalasi, E.M., Thifhulufhelwi, R., Weaver, M., Chikunda, C., Mukwambo, R., Olvitt, L. 2019. Expansive Learning, Sustainability and the Common Good: Cultural Historical Activity Theory Double Symposium.  37th Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa Conference. Benoni, South Africa. 7-10 October 2019.

40. McGrath, S., Lotz-Sisitka, H., Metelerkamp, L., Monk, D., Omario, D., Openjuru, D., Ramsarup, P., Russon, J., Wedekind, V. & Zeelen, J. The Limits of VET Inclusion in Africa: Critical Reflections from South Africa and Uganda. UKFIET Education and Development Forum, Inclusive Education Systems. The University of Oxford Examination Schools. Oxford, United Kingdom. 17-1 September 2019

41. Durr, S., Tantsi, T., Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. 2019. Social learning and innovation, findings, a food surplus and market transformation mobile application initiative (Food for Us).  Agroecology for the 21st century Conference. Cape Town, South Africa.  28-29 January 2019

42. Pesanayi, V.T., Maqwelane, L., Matiwane, L, Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. 2019. Generative grassroots learning in reconfiguring the agrarian landscape through local learning networks in changing times.  Agroecology for the 21st century Conference. Cape Town, South Africa.  28-29 January 2019

43. Rosenberg, E. with Ramsarup, P., Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2019. The Green Skills Project. Lessons for Skills Planning. Mini Environmental Skills Summit at Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa Conference 2019 with Department of Environment Affairs. Benoni, South Africa. 8-10 October 2019.

44. Ojo, E. Ramsarup, P., Rosenberg, E., Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. 2019. Integrating Sustainability into Economics Curricula: The green economy within EMS and Business Studies Curricula.   37th Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa Conference. Benoni, South Africa. 7-10 October 2019.



	Other international invitations
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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2019: 
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2015:




2014:



2013:


2012:



2011: 



2010:


2009:	







2008: 






2007: 



2006:







2005: 










2004:       			
	
· ESD Policy in southern Africa – An historical overview. UNESCO / SADC ESD policy dialogue conference. March, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

· International seminar:  Public lecture on T-learning in times of climate change. Transforming Education for Sustainable Futures. Bristol University, University of Bristol, UK. 

· International Seminar: Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2017. Third seminar in the bilateral collaboration between Rhodes University and Aarhus University on 'Education and social learning in response to climate change risk and vulnerability', 15 - 17 February 2017, Denmark.
· Workshop: Lotz-Sisitka, H.B. 2017. Participation in international seminar week and PhD research school on ‘Social (in)justice through Education – Can research make a difference?’, 20 - 24 February 2017, Umea University, Sweden.
· International Meeting: Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2017. Presentation on the International Training Programmes on climate resilient development (oriented to SDGs) for southern Africa, SIDA Headquarters, Stockholm, Sweden 24 February 2017, Sweden.
· Workshop participation: Lotz-Sisitka, H. 2017. Invited international participant of the Third United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) symposium on the future of Education for Sustainable Development, 13-15 June 2017, Stellenbosch South Africa

· Invited to present a session at the United Nations Environment Programme GUPES meeting held in Sweden at WEEC 2015.
· Invited to present a session at the UNEA ‘Green Room’ side event on Universities and Sustainability, Nairobi, Kenya, 2015. 

· Invited to present a ‘brown bag’ session at the United Nations Environment Programme focusing on the climate change research that I worked on with SARUA, Nairobi, Kenya, May 2014. 

· Invited to participate in the GUPES/MESA side event at the World Environmental Education Congress, Marrakech, Morocco, May 2013. 

· Invited to participate in the IHDP Knowledge, Learning and Societal Change (KLSC) research planning deliberations at the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature in Japan, April 2012. 

· Invited to contribute to the drafting of the IHDP Knowledge, Learning and Societal change (KLSC) research programme development process, Switzerland, June 2011. 

· Invited to offer a public lecture in the City of Copenhagen in partnership with IBIS on Education and Sustainable Development, June 2010. 

· Invited to participate in, and Chair a session at the UNESCO International Seminar on Climate Change Education, 27-29 July, 2009.

· Invited to serve on the official drafting team (as lead author) for the development of the Bonn Declaration, which is the key output of the UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development held in Bonn, Germany (March 2009)

· Invited to provide the host teaching for the Swedish/Africa International Training Programme on Education for Sustainable Development in Higher Education (5 weeks of teaching in Sweden & South Africa) involving Universities from 23 African countries.
· Invited to teach a Roots of Learning course on ‘Education, community and sustainability’ at Schumaker College, United Kingdom (25-29 February 2008)

· Invited to lead the drafting team to compile the Conference Recommendations of the UNESCO/UNEP/Government of India 4th International Conference on Environmental Education hosted in Ahmedabad, India, 24-28 November 2007.

· Invited to serve as lead facilitator for a UNESCO workshop on Implementing the United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development in Sub-Saharan Africa (involving 10 Southern African countries), hosted by the UNESCO Windhoek cluster office. 
· Invited to the ADEA Africa Education Biennial (March 2006) to serve on an ‘expert panel’ on Education for Sustainable Development in Africa – to review the draft Sub-Saharan ESD strategy. 

· Invited to lead a southern African workshop for the Global Higher Education for Sustainability Partnerships Initiative (a Type II World Summit on Sustainable Development partnership involving key university networks involved in supporting environment and sustainability in Higher Education). 
· Invited to contribute to, and participate in the Africa-based consultation on the development of a strategy on Education for Sustainable Development for Africa (held in Nairobi, Kenya, October 2005)
· Invited to contribute to a ‘special consultation’ involving 25 participants from around the world on Higher Education and Sustainable Development (held in Sweden in December 2005). 

· Invited to join the RIPEN (Research into Participation in Education Network), involving some 25 international researchers working in this arena. (Hosted by the Danish Pedagogical University)
· Invited to attend the Götheburg Consultation ‘Learning to Change our World’, hosted by the Swedish government to provide global orientation to the United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development (October 2004)
· Invited to participate in the establishment of the African Network for Academics for the Environment Initiative, led by the United Nations Environment Programme (Nairobi, Kenya, June 2004). 		


	
I have presented numerous other conference papers and workshops nationally and internationally. These are numerous and are therefore not listed here, but can be found on my NRF on-line CV, available on request.















APPENDIX B: RESEARCH SUPERVISION


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

I have supervised 22 Post-Doctoral scholars, 62 PhDs and 72 Masters scholars (i.e. 156 Postgraduate scholars) to date most of which I have lead supervised and for most of which I have raised funding to support their studies. 

	Post-doctoral scholars supervised by H.B Lotz-Sisitka
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Post-doctoral scholars are normally registered for a maximum of one or two years. They work closely with the Chair on a particular project that advances both their publication records, and their professional engagement and standing in the field.  They are actively encouraged to take up research leadership in a particular area, undertake supervision training and contribute to the research strategy and activities of the ELRC.  The post-doctoral scholars and the research areas supervised are indicated below: 

	1
	Dr Ben Souza:
	Inclusivity and ESD in teacher education

	2
	Dr Sidney Muhangi:                      
	Temporality, social learning and just transitions in the agriculture sector

	3
	Dr Ludwig Chanyau:
	Agro-ecology and social learning

	4
	Dr John Bhurekeni:
	Philosophy for children and teacher education

	5
	Dr Arorise Sibanda:
	Climate change education in teacher Education

	6
	Dr Robin Ferguson:
	Informal TVET

	7
	Dr Sarah van Borek:
	Media-arts and transgressive learning

	8
	Dr Robson Mukwambo:
	Formative interventionist research

	9
	Dr Luke Meterelekamp:
	Informal agricultural learning, including via digitalisation and learning networks

	10
	Dr Abosede Ijabadeniyi:
	Corporate sustainability and inclusivity

	11
	Dr Injairu Kulundu-Bolus:
	Transgressive decolonial praxis and regenerative culture

	12
	Dr Experiencia Jalasi:
	Cultural historical activity theory research

	13
	Dr Wilma van Staden:
	E-learning pedagogies for ESD praxis

	14
	Dr Caleb Mandikonza:  
	Agency for change and ESD amongst teacher educators 

	15
	Dr Vanessa Agbedahin:
	Universities and sustainability

	16
	Dr Sirkka Tshininganyamwe:
	Teachers professional development and ESD

	17
	Dr Million Belay:
	Cultural-biodiversity and food systems

	18
	Dr Dylan McGarry:
	Transgressive learning and empatheatre as arts-based pedagogy

	19
	Dr Yvonne Nsubuga:
	ESD and quality education

	20
	Dr Muchaiteyi Togo:
	Universities and sustainability

	21
	Dr Leigh Price:
	Critical realist methodology

	22
	Dr Soul Shava:
	Indigenous knowledge and environmental education



PhD in Education Graduates supervised by H.B. Lotz-Sisitka 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
* Indicates co-supervision (in most co-supervision arrangements, except for 6 of the studies listed below, I have been lead supervisor and have taken approximately 80-90% of the responsibility for the supervision process). The Rhodes University PhD studies are generally constituted as monographs of between 250-350 pages.  More recently we have introduced a PhD by publication route, which requires four publications - two accepted and two submitted, with two in international journals by examination, as well as an introduction and concluding section. The Rhodes University examination process is rigorous, and requires three international examiners, all of whom must have a PhD and be active researchers. All of the studies below that have been electronically released by the university can be found on our website under the PhD archive, for further reference. 

I have supervised and graduated 62 PhD scholars to date: 


	2025
	1. Thifhulufhelwi, Reuben (South Africa). An exploration and expansion of learning and agency in Ecosystem Restoration Practice: A case of Natural Resource Management Programmes in the Blyde Catchment, South Africa.

2. NKOSI, Nkosikhona Sean (South Africa)•. Ligotshwa Lise Manzi: Uncovering colonial legacies and possibilities for spatial justice in the productions of space in primary schools in Makhanda

3. Souza, Ben (Malawi). Investigating the Mainstreaming of Inclusive Education in Teacher Education Practice for Pedagogical Proficiency through Education for Sustainable Development Change Projects in Southern Africa.

4. Pereira-Kaplan, Taryn Leigh (South Africa)*. Scholar-activist transdisciplinary research praxis for blue justice in South Africa: Perspectives from the South African Coastal Justice Network scholar-activist archive.


	2024

	5. Madiba, Morakane (South Africa). Realist evaluation cases of the uptake and use of citizen science tools for water quality management: Vaal-Triangle public primary schools teachers and Mpophomeni enviro-champs.

6. Knowles, Corinne (South Africa)*.  With dreams in our hands: towards transgressive knowledge-making cultures.


	2023

	7. Muhangi, Sidney (Uganda)*. Investigating Occupation as frame for Agricultural Extension VET skills planning and skills development for Climate Resilience: Cross-case analysis of Alice, South Africa, and Gulu, Uganda 

8. [bookmark: _Hlk134610958][bookmark: _Hlk44236535]Kuse, Mzukusi (South Africa). Exploring expansive learning and co-management in the uMzimvumbu catchment

	
2022
	
9. Bhurukeni, John (Zimbabwe).  Exploring aspects of community of inquiry (CoI) in Afrophilia learning processes for transformative education using an Afrophilic ‘philosophy for children’ approach: A case of Sebakwe resettlement primary schools in the Midlands Province of Zimbabwe. 

10. Ferguson, Robin (South Africa). A Pedagogy of Love: Reflections on 25-years of informal vocational education and training practices in the commercial fishing industry in South Africa. 

11. Hiestermann, Michelle (South Africa)*. Mentoring as social learning value creation in two South African environmental organisations: A social realist analysis. 

12. Conde-Aller, Laura (South Africa). Human Development, the Capability Approach and the Mediating of Sustainable Rural Livelihoods: A case study of women’s empowerment through expansive learning in the Mzimvubu Catchment of the Eastern Cape province, South Africa 

13. James, Anna Katharine (South Africa). The transformative potential of intersecting with arts-based inquiry and environmental learning in urban South Africa: A focus on socio-ecological water pedagogies.

14. Vallabh, Priya (South Africa)*. Towards the Common Good: An Expansive Post-Abyssal (Re)stor(y)ing of the Epistemic Cultures of the Citizen Sciences.


	2021
	15. Mukwambo, Robson (Zimbabwe). Mediating and examining expansive learning in the context of multidimensional complexities affecting household food security activity systems in Nyanyadzi Irrigation Scheme in the Manicaland Province of Zimbabwe.

16. Nkhahle, Lebona Jerome (South Africa)*. Continuing teacher professional development in the Environment Sector: A case study of Fundisa for Change continuing teacher professional development programme.

17. Van Borek, Sarah (South Africa). Climate for changing lenses: Reconciliation through site-specific, media arts-based environmental education on the water and climate change nexus in South Africa and Canada.

18. Jeffrey, Thomas Carnegie (South Africa).  Museums for the Planet: Critical Realist Philosophy and the Possibility of an Eco-decolonial Museology

19. Burt, Jane Caroline (South Africa)*. Cognitive justice and environmental learning in South African social movements. 

20. Dirwai, Crispen (Zimbabwe). Exploring social learning within the context of community based farming: Implications for farmers' agency and capabilities. 

21. Mutanho, Chris (Zimbabwe)*. Indigenisation of the Science Curriculum at a Higher Education Institution: Affordances and Hindrances.


	2020
	22. Mphepo, Gibson Yadunda Andrew (Malawi)*. Informal learning in local farming practices by rural women in the Lake Chilwa Basin, Malawi: Towards coping and adaptation to climate variability and climate change.

23. Kuludu-Bolus, Injairu Magdalene (South Africa). Not Yet Uhuru! Attuning to, re- imagining and regenerating transgressive decolonial pedagogical praxis across times. Khapa (ring) the rising cultures of change drivers in contemporary South Africa. 

24. Songqwaru, Nonyameko Zintle (South Africa)*. A theory-based approach to evaluating a continuing professional development programme aimed at strengthening environment and sustainability education.

25. Nhase, Zukiswa (South Africa)*. An exploration of how grade 3 foundation phase teachers develop basic scientific process skills using an inquiry-based approach in their classrooms. (Supervisor: Professor KM Ngcoza. Co-supervisor: Ms S Murray).


	2019
	26. Pesanayi, Tich (Zimbabwe). Boundary-crossing learning in agricultural learning systems: formative interventions for water and seed provision in southern Africa.

27. Bell, Caroline (South Africa). Understanding the Learning that Occurs through Up-Skilling Opportunities and Practices in the Marine Sector of South Africa.

28. Masuku, Sibongile (South Africa). IN-BETWEENNESS: A postcolonial exploration of sociocultural intergenerational learning through cattle as a medium of cultural expression in Mpembeni, KwaZulu-Natal.

29. Jalasi (ex Chisoni), Experiencia (Malawi). Investigating and Expanding Learning across Activity System Boundaries in Improved Cook Stove Innovation Diffusion and Adoption in Malawi.

30. Murphy, Mary (Ireland). Responding to Iconic Images of Risk through Reflexive and Narrative Enquiry represented in a Stratified Text for Environmental Education Readers.


	2018
	31. Van Staden, Wilma (South Africa)*. A review of Climate-Smart system innovations in two Agricultural Colleges in the North West Province of South Africa. 

32. Giqwa, Nomfundiso (South Africa):   Waste Management Knowledge, its Production, Recontextualisation and Circulation in Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) Training Programmes.

33. Sauls, Gideon (South Africa): The National Skills Fund and Green Skills: Towards a generative mechanism approach.


	2017
	34. Mandikonza, Caleb (Zimbabwe)*. Exploring change-orientated learning, competencies and agency in a Regional Teacher Professional development programme’s change projects.  

35. Ramsarup, Presha (South Africa). A critical realist dialectical understanding of learning pathways associated with two scarce skill environmental occupations within a transitioning systems frame.  

36. Baloi, Aristides (Mozambique)*. Exploring transformative social learning and sustainability in community based irrigation scheme contexts in Mozambique.


	2016
	37. Agbedahin, Adesuwa Vanessa (Togo).  A morphogenic and laminated system explanation of how a position-practice system and professional development training programme shaped Education for Sustainable Development in African universities.

38. Ferdinand, Victoria (Tanzania). Investigating the influence of introduced forest management practices on transformative social learning in a social-ecological community in Tanzania: A case of community surrounding Pugu and Kazimzumbwi Forest Reserves. 

39. Tshiningayamwe, Sirkka Alina (Namibia)*.  Exploring conversion factors, functionings, agency, and structures in teacher professional learning communities (PLCs): A case study of Science and Biodiversity Education PLCs in the Fundisa for Change Continuous Professional Development programme.


	2015
	40. Kachilonda, Dick (Malawi).  Investigating and expanding learning in co-management of fisheries resources to inform extension training. 

41. Rivers, Nina* (South Africa). The Mediating Processes within Social Learning: Women’s Food and Water Security Practices in the Rural Eastern Cape.


	2014
	42. Sabai, Daniel (Tanzania).  A critical realist analysis of social learning and the use of traditional knowledge for indicator development amongst coastal communities in Tanzania.

43. Lindley, David (South Africa). Expansive social learning in wetland management: A case study of the Mondi Wetlands Programme. 


	2013
	44. Chikunda, Charles (Zimbabwe). Exploring and expanding capabilities, sustainability and gender justice in science teacher education: Case studies in Zimbabwe and South Africa. 

45. McGarry, Dylan Kenneth (South Africa). Empathy in the time of ecological apartheid. A social sculpture practice-led inquiry into developing pedagogies for ecological citizenship.

46. Schudel, Ingrid Joan (South Africa). Examining emergent active learning processes as transformative praxis: The case of the schools and sustainability professional development programme.

47. Zazu, Cryton* (Zimbabwe). Representation and use of indigenous heritage constructs: Implications for the quality and relevance of heritage education in post colonial southern Africa.


	2012
	48. Ali, Million Belay (Ethiopia). Participatory mapping, learning and change in the context of biocultural diversity and resilience.

49. Olvitt, Lausanne Laura (South Africa). Deciding and doing what's right for people and planet: An investigation of the ethics-oriented learning of novice environmental educators.

50. Kayira, Jean (Canada)*.  Re-Learning our Roots: Youth Participatory Research, Indigenous Knowledge, and Sustainability through Agriculture (co-supervised with Marcia McKenzie and a committee from University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Canada). 


	2011
	51. Silo, Nthalivi (Botswana). Exploring opportunities for action competence development through learners' participation in waste management activities in selected primary schools in Botswana.


	2010
	52. Mukute, Mutizwa (Zimbabwe). Exploring and expanding learning processes in sustainable agriculture workplace contexts.

53. Nsubuga, Yvonne Nakalo (South Africa). The integration of natural resource management into the curriculum of rural under-resourced schools.


	2009
	54. Shava, Soul (Zimbabwe)*. Indigenous knowledges: A genealogy of representations and applications in developing contexts of environmental education sand development in southern Africa.

55. Togo, Muchaiteyi (Zimbabwe). A systems approach to mainstreaming environment and sustainability in universities: The case of Rhodes University, South Africa.

56. Atiti, Abel* (Kenya).  Critical Action Research: Exploring Organisational Learning and Sustainability in a Kenyan Context. (Co-supervised with Daniella Tilbury, MacQuarrie University, Australia). 


	2008
	57. Shackleton, Sheona* (South Africa). Value of non-timber forest products and rural safety nets (co-supervised with a team across faculties).  


	2007
	58. Ketlhoilwe, Mphemelang Joseph (Botswana). Genesis of environmental education policy in Botswana: construction and interpretation.

59. Lupele, Justin Kalaba (Zambia). Networking: Enabling professional development and institutionalisation of environmental education courses in Southern Africa.

60. Price, Leigh (Zimbabwe)*. A transdisciplinary explanatory critique of environmental education in business and industry; and ironic musings. 


	2005
	61. Raven, Glenda Carol (South Africa). Enabling reflexivity and reflexive competence within course processes: a case study of an environmental education professional development course.

62. Nhamo, Godwell (Zimbabwe). An actor theory network analysis of the South African Plastic Bag Regulations 



	Master of Education (Environmental Education / Education) – supervised by H.B Lotz-Sisitka
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
indicates full thesis 

I have supervised / co-supervised 72 Masters scholars to date:


	2024

	1. Jacobs, Venetia (South Africa)*. The ontological reality of spirit and its ways of knowing as a form of embodied intangible cultural heritage: a case of the oGobela teaching approaches and techniques within Ubungoma practice. Cum Laude


	2023

	2. Sithole, Nkosingithandile Sithokozise Ziphelele (South Africa)*.  The potential of social learning to upscale the Community Based Water Quality Management Process:  a case study of the Mphophomeni and Baynespruit Enviro Champs project. Cum Laude 


	2022
	3. Tantsi, Thato (South Africa).  Stakeholder Engagement in Social Enterprise: Designing a sustainable business model for the ‘Food for Us’ Mobile Application. MBA thesis. Thesis Cum Laude.


	2021
	4. Mponwana, Oupa William (South Africa)*. Nurturing an identity of land custodianship of young people through a biodiversity learning programme: The Moletele Youth Learning Programme. Cum Laude. 

5. Fullard, Donavan (South Africa).  A case study of lessons learned through empowering and mobilising unemployed youth into sustainable green jobs within the SANBI – Groen Sebenza partnership programme by a host institution in South Africa. Cum Laude. 

6. Maqwelane, Lwanda (South Africa)*. Towards Reconfiguring the Agricultural Expert System (AES) for Black Small to Medium Farmer Development for Commercialization: A progressively focused policy literature review and social learning dialogue in the Eastern Cape Raymond Mhlaba Local Municipality.

7. Mvula, Lungiswa Gwen (South Africa). Development of a school environmental policy to enable active learning in the context of the National curriculum statement.


	2020
	8. Durr, Sarah Jane (South Africa)*. Enabling social learning to stimulate value creation towards a circular economy: The case of Food for Us food redistribution mobile application development process.

9. Matiwane, Lwazi Mandilive (South Africa)*. The role of expansive learning in the potential development of rural youth as value creators: A case study of youth farming activity in the Amahlathi Local Municipality in the Eastern Cape.  Cum Laude. 

10. Thupana, Mabora (South Africa). Entrepreneurship Education in the Agro- biodiversity sector: a case of G-Tech PLA Roll Planter Value Creation for a youth Community of Practice.


	2019
	11. Woff, Margaret (South Africa)*. Bridging The Gap – Hearing Silenced Voices: A Learning-Centred Process to Sustainable Land Rehabilitation, and Natural Resource Management.

12. Shawarira, Patience (Zimbabwe). Investigating how mediation tools enhance rural farmers’ learning towards rainwater harvesting and food security: A case study of a Green Village programme.

13. Eksteen, Chris (South Africa). Investigating how outdoor environmental education programmes in South Africa respond to the needs of visually impaired learners via inclusive practices.

14. Sithole, Phindile (South Africa). Investigating the role of extension officers in supporting social learning of rainwater harvesting practices amongst rural smallholder farmers in Nkonkobe Local Municipality, Eastern Cape.


	2017
	15. Burger, Margaret (South Africa)*.  Working for Ecosystems a municipal social-ecological programme: an account of how pathways of learning lead to SMME development in the green economy. 

16. Fourie, Katherine (South Africa)*. A critical review of the response of the Environmental Literacy Skills Programme to learner capabilities, and to the demands of the Working for Water training setting in an emerging Green Economy.


	2016
	17. Madiba, Morakane* (South Africa). The role of training and organizational support in strengthening GIS interns’ (‘incubants’) participation in workplace occupations: A case study of the Groen Sebenza internship project. 

18. Weaver, Kim* (South Africa). Exploring the course-led development of a learning network as a community of practice around a shared interest of rainwater harvesting and conservation agricultural practices: A case study in the Amathole district in the Eastern Cape, South Africa. (co-supervised). Cum Laude. 


	2015
	19. McKrill, Lee-Anne* (South Africa).  An investigation of enabling and constraining factors affecting the supply and demand of specific biodiversity scarce skills to the Biodiversity Sector. (co-supervised) 

20. Dotwana, Aphiwe Zona* (South Africa). The factors that constrain or enable black Botany and Zoology students in transitioning to Masters studies in Eastern Cape Universities. 

21. Visagie, Martha (South Africa). Review of two sustainability learning programmes for industrial settings in relation to emerging green learning aspects.

22. Chetty, Preven (South Africa). Engaging within Zones of Proximal Development on Facebook: The case of using Facebook sites to support learning and mentoring on a Level 5 Environmental Education, Training and Development Practices Learnership


	2014
	23. Barnes, Garth* (South Africa). Stewardship and social learning in a catchment management forum. (co-supervised)  

24. Mohanoe, Nthabiseng* (South Africa).  A critical realist analysis of learning pathways for sustainable development in Makana Municipality

25. Maphinyane, Aandani (RSA). Learning pathways for rehabilitation practice:  Case studies of borrow pit and open cast mining in South Africa 


	2013
	26. Songqwaru, Nonyameko Zintle (South Africa). Supporting environment and sustainability knowledge in Grade 10 Life Sciences curriculum and assessment policy context: A case study of the Fundisa 4 change Teacher Education and Development Programme pilot project.


	2012
	27. Agbedahin, Vanessa Adesuwa (Togo).  Identifying expansive learning opportunities to foster a more sustainable food economy: a case study of Rhodes University dining halls.

28. Kalumba, Evaristo (Zambia).  Improving the quality and relevance of environmental learning through the use of a wider range of preferred teaching methods: a case study of primary schools in Mufulira District in the Copperbelt Province in Zambia.

29. Phiri, Charles (Zambia).  An investigation of community learning through participation in integrated water resource management practices.

30. Sanzila, Keith Mumba (Namibia). Environmental factors influencing learner absenteeism in six schools in the Kavango region, Namibia.

31. Sinyama, Imakando (Zambia).  Enabling social learning as a response to environmental issues through teaching of localised curriculum in Zambian schools.

32. Tshiningayamwe, Sirkka Alina (Namibia). Implementation of Environmental Learning in the NSSC Biology curriculum Component: A Case Study of Namibia.


	2011
	33. Giqwa, Nomfundiso Louisa (South Africa). Investigation of learning in an environmental skills programme: A case study of worker’s training in the Department of Environmental Affairs expanded public works project.

34. Manaka, Ngoanamoshala Maria (South Africa). How an eco-school sanitation community of practice fosters action competence for sanitation management in a rural school.

35. Masara, Christopher* (Zimbabwe). Learning commercial beekeeping: Two cases of social learning in southern African community-based natural resources management contexts.


	2010
	36. Epus, Joash Gregory Odeke* (Kenya). Contextualising curriculum through issues-based approaches: A case of eco-schools in Kenya.

37. Finca, Nkosiphendule Moffat (South Africa). Three small case studies informing greening activities and professional development of teachers in two rural Eastern Cape schools in SANBI’s Greening the Nation Project.


	2009
	38. Davies, Siân May* (South Africa). Exploring the potential of a stratified ontology for developing environmental education materials in community-based coastal marine environmental education processes. Cum Laude. 

39. Gumede, Sibusisiwe Marie-Louise (South Africa). Environmental Education policy support in southern Africa: A case study of SADC REEP.

40. Haingura, Rudolph* (Namibia). Enhancing learner centered education through the Eco-Schools framework: Case studies of Eco-Schools practice in South Africa and Namibia.

41. Mazingisa, Bongani Eric (South Africa). How can school gardens be used for teaching environmental activities in the Technology learning area at Senior phase?

42. Moose, John (Zambia). Recontexualising issues in the “NISTCOL” environmental education curriculum module for primary Diploma by Distance Learning in Zambia.

43. Rasi, Ethelwin Nandi (South Africa). Contextualizing the NCS through the use of school gardens in the Butterworth area.

44. Shonhai, Venencia Fortunate (Zimbabwe). Social learning processes of HIV/AIDS women caregivers on their use of traditional foods and medicinal plants: A case study of Raphael centre and Keiskamma Art and health centre communities of practice, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.

45. Tundzi, Kenneth Simphiwe Viyisa (South Africa). Use of the school garden for grade 7 biodiversity activities in the Natural sciences learning area. A case study of Mount Zion junior secondary school.


	2008
	46. Hogan, Alice Rosemary (Ireland).  Education in the wetlands and wetlands in the education: A case of contexualising primary/basic education in Tanzania

47. Jenkins, Msawenkosi Wiseman (South Africa). Curriculum recontextualising using gardens for health promotion in the Life Orientation learning area in the Senior Phase. 

48. Monaheng, Nkaiseng ‘Mamotšelisi (Lesotho). Implementation tensions and challenges in donor funded curriculum projects: A case analysis of environmental and population education projects in Lesotho.

49. Pesanayi, Tichaona Victor (Zimbabwe). Investigating learning interactions influencing farmers’ choices of cultivated food plants: A case of Nyanga and Marange communities of practice, Manicaland Province, in Zimbabwe.


	2007
	50. Mdlungu, Nozuko Gloria (South Africa). An investigation of how environmental learning and teaching support materials (LTSM) can influence team planning and teaching and learning activities in the Foundation phase.

51. Silima, Vhangani* (South Africa). A review of stakeholder interests and participation in the sustainable use of communal wetlands: The case of the Lake Fundudzi catchment in Limpopo Province, South Africa.

52. Van Ongevalle, Jan* (Zimbabwe). The significance of participation in capacity development and project sustainability: A case study of the Zimbabwe Secondary Teacher training Environmental Education Project (St²eep).

53. Jamela, Gwen (South Africa). An investigation into lesson planning and Eco-Schools Development in Makana Primary School.


	2006
	54. Mathabathe, Tumishe Andrew (South Africa). Relationships between social marketing strategies and school participation in environmental competitions: A case study of Collect-A-Can annual schools competition.

55. Ramsarup, Presha (South Africa). Cases of recontexualising the environmental discourse in the national curriculum statement (R-9).

56. Wigley, Jonathan (South Africa). Understanding workplace-based learning contexts to inform curriculum development: The case of a level 5 environmental education, training and development practices qualification.

57. Wright, Brian (South Africa). An investigation into donor funded eco-tourism education and training programmes. Case study of the Wild Coast Eco-Tourism programme.

58. Mambisa, Nomaledi (South Africa). An investigation into learning programme development support for Life Science Subject Advisors in the Umthatha District, Eastern Cape. 


	2005
	59. Hamaamba, Tyson (Namibia). Training needs of municipal workers: a case study of the Makana District municipality, Grahamstown, South Africa.

60. Kachilonda, Dick Daffu Kachanga (Malawi). Investigating local community contributions to the existing Fisheries Management curriculum for the Malawi College of Fisheries: A case study focusing on the Chambo Fishery. Cum Laude. 

61. Vallabh, Priya (South Africa). How policy discourses and contextual realities influence environmental teaching and learning processes in early childhood development: a case study of Raglan Road Child Care Centre.


	2004























2003






2002



1999


	62. Nduna, Nomalungelo Rosement (South Africa). The use of environmental learning support materials to mediate learning in outcomes-based education: A case study in an Eastern Cape School.

63. Motsa, Elizabeth Matfobhi (Swaziland).  Praxis-based assignments for professional development in the Rhodes University/Swaziland participatory course in Environmental Education: The case of assignment four.


64. Hoabes, Rosina (Namibia).  Investigating teaching strategies used by teachers to foster environmental learning in the Namibian Life Science curriculum.

65. Asafo-Adjei, Robert Tetteh (South Africa). From Imifino to Umfuno: a case study foregrounding indigenous agricultural knowledge in school-based curriculum development.

66. Agria Russo, Vladimir Kiluange (Angola).  A resource-based learning approach to professional development - the case of the ACEE (Rhodes University Advanced Certificate in Environmental Education). Cum Laude. 

67. Fabricius, Karin. (South Africa).  Trends and perceptions of sustainability reporting and corporate governance: a case study of Eskom (MBA thesis). 

68. Mbanjwa, Sibonelo Glenton* (South Africa).  The use of Environmental Education learning support materials in OBE: The case of the creative solutions to waste project.

69. Atiti, Abel Barasa* (Kenya).  Review and development of Interpretation Resources and Materials in two Kenyan schools.

70. Lupele, Justin (Zambia).  Materials development in two community contexts in Zambia.  Cum laude. 

71. Torr, Ross (South Africa). University of Stellenbosch M.Ed programme half thesis.

72. Louw, Glenda (South Africa).  University of Stellenbosch M.Ed programme half thesis.

	

	




CV Updated 27 February 2026
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
image1.jpeg




