MA and PhD Roster, 2024
1. Workshop on thesis writing

5 February (09h00)

 09h00–09h30: Presentation of topics

The idea, here, is that MA and PhD students in their first year of registration present one page on their proposed research areas. Each presentation will be followed by feedback and a brief discussion.

09h30–10h30: Proposing a thesis, synthesising data, and documenting sources

The purpose of this workshop is to advise you on the roles and duties of supervisors and students, and to help you prepare a thesis proposal. In addition, we shall discuss the collation of data and the documentation of sources. (The discussion of referencing will assume that you have familiarised yourself with the relevant sections of the style sheet for writers of MA and PhD theses, which is available on the Department’s webpage.)

2. Dates and Deadlines for Thesis Proposals

8 April (09h00): Submission of electronic copies of drafts of proposals to Mike Marais (m.marais@ru.ac.za).

10 April (14h15): Proposal workshop

Presentation and discussion of preliminary thesis proposals.

24 April (09h00): Submission of penultimate draft of proposal to supervisor (for circulation amongst designated members of the Department).

15 May: Submission of final proposal to Higher Degrees Committee

The following are the dates on which the Humanities Higher Degrees Committee meets, and also those on which proposals should be submitted to Faculty:

 

	                                   Humanities Higher Degree Proposal Submission dates

	Meeting
	Proposal Submission Date
	Meeting Date

	2024.01
	09 February 2024
	23 February 2024

	2024.02
	28 March 2024
	12 April 2024

	2024.03
	15 May 2024
	30 May 2024

	2024.04
	22 July 2024
	6 August 2024

	2024.05
	28 August 2024
	12 September 2024

	2024.06
	24 October 2024
	6 November 2024


Please use the following guidelines when preparing the research proposal for submission:

 

1. Research proposals must be signed off by the student, the supervisor and HoD as compliant with departmental processes. For this purpose, please use the appended HHDC proposal template. Once you have typed in the required information, return the template to your supervisor and thereafter the HoD for their signatures of approval.

2. The proposal must be saved as either a .docx or a .pdf with the file name as follows: ‘student number, surname, HHDC degree’ (e.g. 14S1234 SITHOLE HHDC PHD.  Please also use this file name in the subject header. 

3. Please heed the following word counts: Masters: 1800 – 2000; PhD:  2800 – 3000.

· The word count excludes references and the cover/ethics page

· All proposals must indicate the number of words at the end of the text section prior to the references

3. Research Presentations

In the course of the year, there will be two opportunities for all MA and PhD students to present fifteen-minute papers on their research to fellow students and members of staff. 

15 May (14h15): (principally for students in their second or third year of registration). 

14 August (14h15): (principally for students in their first year of registration).
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FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 

HIGHER DEGREES PROPOSAL SUBMISSION FORM

Please complete ALL sections below and ensure that ALL signatures are obtained before sending your proposal to humanities@ru.ac.za 

	STUDENT NUMBER:


	

	TITLE & FULL NAME:


	

	THESIS TITLE:


	

	DEGREE:


	

	FULL TIME / PART TIME:


	

	IN ATTENDANCE / NOT IN ATTENDANCE:


	

	DEPARTMENT:


	

	IS THIS A RE-SUBMISSION OF A PROPOSAL PREVIOUSLY SENT TO THE HUMANITIES HIGHER DEGREE COMMITTEE?


	

	ETHICS DECLARATION COMPLETED: YES/NO


	

	DECLARATION: BY SUBMITTING THIS PROPOSAL TO THE HUMANITIES HIGHER DEGREES COMMITTEE, I CONFIRM THAT I AM DULY REGISTERED AS A STUDENT FOR THIS DEGREE DURING THIS 2022 ACADEMIC YEAR.

STUDENT SIGNATURE:                                                                                   DATE:



	SUPERVISOR NAME 

AND E-MAIL ADDRESS:
	

	SUPERVISOR SIGNATURE:
	

	CO-SUPERVISOR NAME (IF APPLICABLE) AND           E-MAIL ADDRESS:


	

	HEAD OF DEPARTMENT:


	

	HEAD OF DEPARTMENT SIGNATURE:
	

	WORD COUNT:

	


HUMANITIES HIGHER DEGREES

ETHICS DECLARATION BY THE HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

Research at Rhodes University is administered by the Rhodes University Ethical Standards Committee (RUESC) and guided by the RUESC handbook. You can access a copy here: https://ruconnected.ru.ac.za/course/view.php?id=5399 
Please choose one of the following options:
1. The proposal and thesis contain textual analysis of publicly available data which does not involve human participants and therefore does NOT require ethics approval.
Signature:    
  Name [print]:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________
OR

2. This proposal is a LOW RISK study and will be submitted to the Humanities Faculty Research Ethics Committee (HF-REC) for ethical approval. 
Signature:    
  Name [print]:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________
OR

3. This proposal is a MEDIUM / HIGH RISK study and will be submitted to the Rhodes University Human Research Ethics Committee (RU-HREC) for ethical approval. 
Signature:    
  Name [print]:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________
