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Rewarding practices that promote sustainability at RU

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS




Rhodes University Environmental Awards
rewarding practices that promote sustainability and innovation during the covid-19 pandemic
2021
RU Environmental Award winners work hard to promote environmental awareness. They have a genuine passion for environmental sustainability, and their consistent and meaningful activities make a real difference! This year’s theme is SUSTAINABILITY AND INNOVATION DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. We invite nominations from people/groups who have displayed excellent responsiveness and innovation in the development and execution of environmental activities during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Anyone can nominate themselves or another person or group for an Environmental Award – including RU academic and administrative/service staff (individual and group), students (individual and group), and individuals or organisations in the Makana community.
NOMINATION FORM
PLEASE FULLY COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS (A TO E).
	A. CATEGORY:                                  [please highlight or underline ONE of these four categories]

	RHODES UNIVERSITY:

1.
RU department or institute or section (within division)
or

2.
RU student society or residence 

or

3.
RU individual (staff or student)
	
	MAKANA COMMUNITY:
or
4. Makana community (non-RU individual or organisation).


	B. NOMINEE or APPLICANT DETAILS:                                                                        
	[please include all requested details]

	Individual (first name, surname): 
or Dept/section/society/group/res:  

Physical address:  

Contact cell number + email:
	

	C. NOMINATOR DETAILS:                                  
	[leave blank ONLY if details are the same as in section B above]

	Name  (title, first name, surname):  

Physical address:  

Cell number + email:
	

	D. REFEREE DETAILS:                                    
	[please provide contact details of 3 respected members of the community or RU]

	1. Name  (title, first name, surname):  

Cell number + email: 
	

	2. Name  (title, first name, surname):  

Cell number + email:
	

	3. Name  (title, first name, surname):
Cell number + email:
	


	E. MOTIVATION:
    [please provide details of how the nominee meets EACH of the criteria E1-E5, and briefly summarise in E6]


E1. Criterion 1: Good sustainability practice – in not more than 150 words, provide tangible evidence of how the nominee’s practices embrace the principles of the RU Environmental Sustainability Policy (download it at www.ru.ac.za/environment/policy) and thus reflect a social-ecological interpretation of sustainability. 
E2. Criterion 2: Track record – in not more than 100 words, provide tangible evidence to show that the nominee’s practices have been implemented for the last 12 months, or longer.
E3. Criterion 3: Participation, inspiration and empowerment – in not more than 100 words, provide tangible evidence to show that the nominee’s practices are educative and can be replicated, and/or include consistent and effective involvement of peers and/or community members. Please include the number of people involved in planning and making decisions. 
E4. Criterion 4: Innovative – in not more than 100 words, provide tangible evidence to show that the nominee’s practices are doing more than what is required by law or duty, and/or are promoting new ‘green’ technologies, with particular focus on innovation and excellence during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
E5. Criterion 5: Continuity – in not more than 100 words, provide tangible evidence of strategies and guarantees that have been put in place by the nominee to ensure that the practices, or adaptations of the practices will continue to be implemented in the post-pandemic future. 
E6. SUMMARY: In not more than 150 words, provide a brief summary of the nominee’s key practices. 
	PHOTOS:
                                   [please state clearly how each photo relates to your motivation (in E1-6 above)]


Annotated photos – which provide clear evidence of the nominee’s practices – will strengthen this application.
	NOTES TO APPLICANTS / NOMINATORS: 


RU Environmental Award winners work hard to promote environmental awareness, they have a genuine passion for environmental sustainability, and their consistent and meaningful activities make a real difference!

Sustainability means living within the limits of what natural ecosystems can provide, so that other people and future generations can also have access to these resources. 

Social-ecological perspective of sustainability recognises the interconnectedness of the human social world and natural ecosystems: our ability to lead a good life - and have clean air, drinkable water and healthy food, as well as opportunities to learn, generate income, and live in a peaceful and just society - is intimately linked to the way in which we relate to and care for the natural world.
Tangible evidence means that something real can be seen, and there is real proof of its (positive) effects. 

The panel of judges reserve the right to not issue an award where no significant achievement is found to be evident.
	SUBMISSIONS AND DEADLINE: 


Final submission date – 16 August 2021. Submit nomination Via email to envawards@ru.ac.za.
INCOMPLETE OR LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.
	AWARD CEREMONY: 


Recipients of the awards will be announced at a celebratory Environmental Award Ceremony to be held as a hybrid event, dependent on pandemic lockdown restrictions during September 2021. Recognition will take the form of:
· Presentation of an Environmental Awards Certificate by the Rhodes University Vice Chancellor; 

· Inscription on a uniquely designed Floating Trophy which will be kept on display at Rhodes University; 

· Listing on the Environmental Awards Honours Roll in the Rhodes University Library; 

· Listing in the Rhodes University graduation booklet.
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RU Environmental Awards – Nomination Form – www.ru.ac.za/environment/awards 

