[INSERT PROJECT TITLE HERE	Comment by Janet Hayward: ONLINE SURVEY PARTICIPANT INFORMED CONSENT FORM
This information must be the first page visible to the potential participate when they click on the survey URL. 	Comment by Janet Hayward: Please Note:  

All red text in this document must be replaced with information pertaining to your study.  

The comments are only here to assist you. 

Replace all red text and delete all comments before submitting the document in your ERAS application form. 



Rhodes University has given ethical clearance to this research project (Ethics Approval Number) and you may request to see the clearance certificate by contacting the Ethics Coordinator (ethics-committee@ru.ac.za)	Comment by Janet: This is the only red text that you do not need to replace: you will include this information once you have received ethics clearance. 

The purpose of the research project is to ……………. (to be completed by the Researcher and/or Supervisor)

Please take this survey if …….. (insert participant characteristics here)

By participating in this research project you will be contributing towards ……………………..  (Researcher and/or Supervisor to state expected value or benefits to society or individuals that will arise from the research)

Your participation in this project will involve …………. (Researcher and/or the Supervisor to state full details of what the participant will be doing, i.e. their role in the research)	Comment by Janet: Give precise details about the nature of research interaction and kinds of questions that will be asked. 

Your participation is entirely voluntary and should you not wish to participate, close this window now and do not click on the button below. 

You will not be compensated for participating in the research. 

The following risks are associated with your participation: ……….. (Researcher and/or Supervisor to state full details of risks associated with the participation and steps to prevent/alleviate the risk)	Comment by Janet: Think carefully about potential risks and make sure that the risks you describe here align with the risks outlined in the ERAS application form. 

Should you experience any of the above, please ……….. (Researcher and/or Supervisor to provide details of mitigation measures put in place should risks materialise)	Comment by Janet: Think carefully about potential risks and make sure that the risks you describe here align with the risks outlined in the ERAS application form. 

The research results of this project will be published in the form of (Researcher and/or Supervisor to provide relevant details) …………………………………….. However, confidentiality and anonymity of records will be maintained, and your name and identity will not be revealed.

In terms of the Protection of Personal Information Act (No. 4 of 2013) you have the right to request the Researcher to provide you with a detailed explanation of exactly how confidentiality and anonymity of the data you provide will be achieved. You may also request to know exactly how your personal information will be stored securely, and for how long it will be stored. 

[bookmark: _Hlk151111897]Data collected from you for this research project will not be used for any further study.

Data collected from you for this research project will be used by the Researcher in a follow up study.
 
In terms of the POPI Act, you possess the right to receive feedback about this research. If you require feedback, please provide your email address:  	Comment by Janet Hayward: Delete the clause that does not apply. 	Comment by Janet Hayward: Make sure you provide a means by which the participant can record their email address if they want to. This should be a link to a separate online form so that their personal information will be stored separately from the survey data they provide. 

Any further questions that you have regarding the nature of the research and/or your participation in it will be answered by ………………. (Provide the name of the Researcher and the Rhodes email address.

[bookmark: _Hlk151112027]
By clicking on the link below I confirm that I have read the information above, and fully understand the purposes of the research and what is expected of me. 

I have not been pressurised in any way and I voluntarily agree to participate in the project.


	Comment by Janet Hayward: The participant should only be directed to the online survey once they click the button. CLICK HERE 













Ethics Coordinator, Rhodes University Research Office,
Room 8 Truro House, Makhanda, 6139, South Africa
e:ethics-commitee@ru.ac.za  t:+27 (0) 46 603 7314 
