School of Journalism and Media Studies

Introduction
The school of Journalism and Media Studies had a productive year despite the circumstances. Continued funding by the Andrew Mellon Foundation, the South African Reserve Bank and the National Research Fund (NRF) sustained an upward trajectory in senior postgraduate graduations. Staff members and students (co)authored three (3) book chapters and ten (10) journal articles, as well as creative work and international conference papers. The shift to remote teaching, learning and communication presented opportunities for research as well as organisation of virtual seminars with local and international guests.

Postgraduates / Graduations
The School graduated forty-two (42) Bachelor of Journalism, thirty (30) Bachelor of Arts, two (2)
Postgraduate Diploma, twenty-two (22) Media Management Diploma, six (6) Honours, fourteen (14) Masters, and four (4) Doctor of Philosophy candidates. The Postgraduates were engaged in a variety of journalism and media studies projects, ranging from health and economics journalism to the study of digital inequalities, critical analyses of social media in the global South and more. Under the leadership of Mr Francis Mdlongwa, the Rhodes University Sol Plaatje Institute received approval from the South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA), Council on Higher Education (CHE), and Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET) to run a distance Postgraduate Diploma in Media Management. This is the first such distance programme offered by RU and will run alongside the existing fulltime PGDip in Media Management. 

Distinguished Visitors / International Visits 
Prof Anthea Garman and Dr Adjin Tettey were invited to be part of the sustainable journalism in sub-Saharan Africa report/policy brief spearheaded by the Fojo Media Institute, Sweden, under the Consortium to Promote Human Rights, Civic Freedoms and Media Development (CHARM) project. It brought together scholars from Rhodes University, Wits University and Jönköping University, Sweden. The main objectives of the project policy brief were to explore how sustainable journalism could be applied in sub-Saharan Africa as well as its implications for media development in the region along with the provision of clear policy directions for its practice. The team conducted interviews with journalists in Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, and Liberia. Interviewees acknowledged the importance of journalistic attention being given to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The policy brief recommends what can be done at the individual, organisational and systemic levels to ensure successful sustainable journalism practice in sub-Saharan Africa. In addition, Prof Garman presented guest lectures at the University of Amsterdam and the University of Groningen in the Netherlands. 

Significant Research Aligned Events
Prof Anthea Garman and a team of doctoral and post-doctoral students (Dr Theodora Adjin-Tettey, Ms Martina Della Togna, Ms Thandeka Bukula and Ms Thandi Bombi) all contributed towards the Covid-19 Country Report. The aim of the report was to examine how government, along with its social partners, managed and responded to the Covid-19 pandemic. As communications scholars focusing on listening theory, their research and writing of the chapter on communications centred on perspectives and insights geared towards understanding government’s communications strategy and the responses to it from the South African public. 
Dr Alette Schoon and Prof Harry Dugmore, together with Dr Hayes Mabweazara (University of Glasgow) and Prof Tanja Bosch (University of Cape Town), edited the 2020 “African Digital Media Review”, a Special Annual Issue of African Journalism Studies. The special issue broadly explores debates that emerged from the first African Digital Methods Symposium, “African Digi-methods”, which took place at Rhodes University’s School of Journalism and Media Studies in June 2019. The commentary piece by Prof Jean Burgess and Prof Axel Bruns (Queensland University of technology) reflects on some of the key methodological challenges in the field as well as the contributions carried in the issue).
Dr Alette Schoon  collaborated  with Prof Janice Limson from Biotech Innovation in the Science Faculty on a joint research project funded by Biosafety SA in the field of Science Communication, examining how to develop a model for engaged science communication. The project engages with sugarcane growers in KZN about a new South African sugarcane GM product, developed by the South African Sugarcane Research Institute (SASRI). The research project uses various tools such as questionnaires, in-depth interviews, multi-media animation and documentary film to document the process of developing and testing media with both commercial and small-scale sugarcane growers. It follows an action-research and practice-led approach to theorizing media practices within science communication.
Absa granted Rhodes University support to host a Data Journalism Master class for African Journalists from ten (10) African countries. The 2020 Data journalism Masterclass, facilitated by Dr Peter Verweij, (D3 Media) is part of a longstanding relationship between Absa and Rhodes University, which is centred primarily on capacitating African journalists to report on financial and economic matters on the African continent effectively. Research in this area is ongoing within the South African Reserve Bank Centre for Economics Journalism hosted by the School and headed by Mr Ryan Hancocks. 
Partnership for Social Accountability (PSA) Alliance granted Rhodes University support to host a Social Accountability Data Journalism Course for fifteen (15) journalists from Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The capacity building initiative sought to support the existing nucleus of investigative journalists to utilise data collection, analysis and visualisation tools to report effectively on social accountability issues related to food security, HIV and Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) in Southern Africa. The 2020 Social Accountability Data Journalism Course, facilitated by Mr Tatenda Chatikobo (Highway Africa coordinator), is part of the PSA Alliance project ‘Strengthening Social Accountability and Oversight in Health and Agriculture in Southern Africa,’ which seeks to improve public service delivery in agriculture (food security), health (HIV/AIDS, sexual and reproductive health and rights) and public resource management.
Highway Africa,  the continent’s biggest and oldest conference series run by Rhodes University, launched a series of four high-level webinars dubbed ‘’Our Futures, Our New Normals’’ to seek practical solutions to challenges that face African media and journalism in the era of Covid-19 and how to exploit emerging opportunities. The first webinar, titled  "The future of journalism and media in Africa", sought solutions to the challenges that face African media and journalism in the era of Covid-19, platformisation and fake news and reflected on how to exploit emerging opportunities. In the second webinar, titled "Journalists, scientists, whistle-blowers, governments: who are the truth-tellers?", four media experts from across the African continent discussed how to navigate the rocky terrain of deciding who to trust amongst journalists, scientists, governments and whistle-blowers in the time of the Covid-19 pandemic. The third webinar, titled "Building trust, practising credibility, journalism's challenge"  looked at the credibility of news content of our media and the role audience trust plays in the economic and financial fortunes and misfortunes of media houses and their journalism. The fourth and final seminar, titled"Thinking globally, acting locally: sustaining South African media in a post covid world" explored and discussed what South Africans can learn from global debates about funding independent journalism and the new media economics of news. 
In addition: 
· Dr Jeanne du Toit presented on a case study of a service-learning course that forms part of the third-year programme. This is part of a broad ongoing effort in the school towards innovative curriculum development and to explore synergies between teaching, research and community engagement. Mr Shepi Mati, Mr Rod Amner, Ms Jane Viedge and Dr Priscilla Boshoff are part of the team.      
· Mr Jan du Toit, a wildlife filmmaker and lighting DOP, presented a seminar about the ethical debates around making wildlife films, drawing on his expertise documenting the lives of meerkat and wild dogs.
· Senior students in the School of JMS hosted a virtual seminar series called Owning the Future, designed to be of benefit to students who are about to graduate and enter the working world of media.  Over multiple sessions organised as panels, graduates from the School of JMS who have now established themselves as media practitioners spoke about their experience of media work and offered advice to new graduates about how to find pursue their own career paths. All students in the School of JMS were invited to subscribe to the Owning the Future network's regular newsletter, contribute to the webinar series by suggesting panellists and debate questions, or help to create compelling artwork to promote the series, such as posters and a logo. 
· Ms Heather Robertson, the inaugural editor of the Daily Maverick newspaper, shared her challenges as a newspaper editor in this economic climate as well as her excitement about this new venture.
· Dr Mark Deuze,  a Professor of Media Studies at the University of Amsterdam, and Dr Tamara Witschge, the Rosalind Franklin Fellow at the University of Groningen, shared some insights into new forms of journalism and presented their new book 'Beyond Journalism'. In the context of profound transformations in the professional, business, technological and social context of journalism, it is crucial for journalism studies and education to move beyond limited approaches to the discipline. Among the most significant changes affecting journalism worldwide is the emergence of start-up culture, as more and more journalists strike out on their own. The authors combine extensive global and comparative fieldwork with the aim to recognize new and emerging voices as legitimate participants in the discourse about what journalism is, can be and should be. The virtual seminar was chaired by Prof Anthea Garman.
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