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JOURNALISM AND MEDIA STUDIES
Of the 19 full-time teaching staff employed in the Department of Journalism and Media Studies, 5 were dedicated primarily to the teaching of media theory (which forms the academic component of the degree) and 14 to the teaching of primarily production-based courses (television, radio, print, new media, photojournalism, and design). The research output figures for 2006 indicate that staff teaching media theory were responsible for conference attendance, book chapters and journal publications, while the production teachers were responsible for creative works. This is perhaps best explained by the fact that the majority of our media production teachers are employed by the university for their industry skills rather than their academic qualifications, and as a result, spend their first few years in the department completing higher degrees (usually their MAs) and doing the Assessors Course run by ADC. This, together with the intensive nature of media production teaching, means that these staff have little time (or the academic background), to publish in academic journals or attend conferences. (Attention still needs to be given as to how one assesses and credits the creative outputs of these staff.) Ms Anthea Garman, was the only production teacher to publish in an accredited journal and this flowed out of the work she is currently doing on her PhD. Significantly, for the first time in a number of years, Professor Strelitz had no publications – largely a result of taking on the two posts of HoD as well as Deputy-Dean. What is evident from the list of returns is that staff did publish fairly extensively in newspapers and journals which do not qualify for subsidy.

At the start of 2007 we have 39 MA and 2 PhD students registered in our department. We expect approximately 7 to graduate in April 2007.

Other highlights include:
The department successfully convened the 10th Highway Africa conference which represents the continent’s largest annual gathering of African media professionals.
The department organised a colloquium of academics to discuss teaching and curriculum design in the fields of journalism and media studies.
Cue, the official newspaper of the National Arts Festival, produced 10 editions while 3 editions of the newspaper Open_Source, were produced during the Highway Africa conference.
CueTV produced 25 inserts for web distribution.
Cuepix marketed Festival photographs online to local and national media including, Daily Dispatch and Mail & Guardian. A number of photographs were sold internationally.
In 2006 was the first year of a two-year investigative journalism course sponsored USAID.
Seventy-five students will have completed the course by the end of 2007.

PROFESSOR L. STRELITZ
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
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Banda,F. "Media and cyber-democracy in Africa: an introduction". 1st Academic Seminar of SABMiller
Chair of Media & Democracy. Rhodes University, Grahamstown. September 2006.
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