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Postgraduates / Graduations
The School of Journalism and Media Studies celebrated 103 JMS graduates during the 2017 graduation ceremonies, ranging across bachelors degrees in Arts and Journalism, postgraduate diplomas in Journalism and Media Studies, Media Management and Economics Journalism as well as masters and doctoral degrees. A range of thought-provoking research topics have been added to the university’s research commons by the three PhD and 11 Masters students who graduated. MA graduates Ahmad Yusuf Jamal and Kayla Roux both achieved distinctions. In addition two of our staff members, Dr Priscilla Boshoff and Dr Alette Schoon, graduated with their PhDs in 2017.

Distinguished Visitors/International Visits 
The School continued using its weekly research seminars as a space for ongoing critical discussions about theoretical issues and changes in the media landscape. We approached academics, researchers, journalists, writers and multimedia specialists to share their experiences and findings. Similarly to previous years, the format was a series of conversations that aimed to guide and connect the School to happenings and people in other spaces. 
Advocate Wim Trengrove SC, one of South Africa’s sharpest legal minds spoke to staff and students about hate speech and South African law. Professor Sally Hunt, from the English Language and Linguistics Department, discussed “The representation of women in the media – a corpus study’ – which emphasised gendered messages via use of language in news media which contribute to hegemonic views of women as second class citizens. 
Former Editor-in-Chief of Rolling Stone South Africa, Miles Keylock, joined the department as a Masters student and also shared his experience of working as an arts and music writer. Martina Della Togna discussed her position as first multimedia manager for the Parliament of the Republic of South Africa and her experience an independent documentary producer and multimedia/social media consultant using the media as a tool for public education, citizen empowerment and sustainable development communications. 

Significant Research Aligned Events
The 21st Highway Africa conference was held at the end of August under the theme “Media, Accountability and Local Governance”. The conference was attended by over 500 delegates and was a historic and momentous one as it brought together, for the first time, the Highway Africa Conference and the South African Communication Association (SACOMM) in the hosting of a dual conference. SACOMM delegates held their conference at Rhodes University with the separate theme of “Locating the power of communication in a time of radical change” which sought to explore the implications of the ‘post-truth’ world and how it impinges on the idea of the power of communication right now in South Africa’s history. At Highway Africa, editors, journalists, civil society activists and local government practitioners talked about notions of public and social accountability and the role of citizens, policymakers and journalists. The conference delegates explored the capacity of local media to generate news and information in the public interest; covering the local government to understand the intricacies of policy, budgeting processes, expenditure and operational processes of municipalities. 
The South African Reserve Bank Centre for Economic Journalism (SARBCEJ) worked together with Bloomberg, based in New York, and the Gordon Institute of Business Science in Johannesburg, to produce a 19-day programme called the Bloomberg Media Initiative Africa for African journalists to enhance their skills in business journalism. The initiative which operates across the continent aims to increase the number of skilled financial journalists and analysts working in the media in Africa. 
Anthea Garman and Gillian Rennie attended the inaugural IABA Africa colloquium hosted by Stellenbosch University which attracted researchers working on auto/biography from South Africa, other African universities, as well as from universities in Australia and England. 
Funding awarded to the Sol Plaatjie Institute (SPI) by UNESCO saw the publication of a 74-page booklet in 2017, “A Directory of Community Media and Advertising Trends in Southern Africa”. This research was conducted by a Rhodes University MA graduate in Journalism and Media Studies, Meli Ncube, and explores the financial viability of Southern Africa’s community media. 
Senior students represented the School and worked in the student newsroom at the Menell Media Exchange conference in Johannesburg with the focus of “Truth & Trust: Mapping media’s new terrain”. The Menell Media Exchange is a flagship programme of Duke University in Durham, North Carolina and is focused on strengthening independent media in South Africa.
Prof Steenveld was awarded funding for a seminar series titled ‘Southern Epistemologies: Thinking beyond the abyss for a transformative curriculum’ as part of Mellon’s 30th Anniversary Seminar Program.  This seminar series responds to continuing demands for the transformation of South African tertiary education by focusing on the essence of what Universities do: continually problematizing knowledge creation. In particular, this series offers an approach to knowledge production that is transdisciplinary, thereby enabling participants to see the ways in which different disciplines approach similar broad structural conditions. The selection of the seminars is purposeful, combining the theoretical and philosophical problematization of ‘knowledge’ as a category, and then its ‘application’ in fields that are broadly communicative, but in different ways. 

A new research programme in Media and Social Belonging received funding from the Andrew W Mellon Foundation. This programme focuses on the complex relationships between South Africa’s changing media environment and its changing political environment with the key question: “What kinds of sociality are constituted by different forms of media and how do these (forms of sociality) speak to issues of social belonging and calls for social change? The core issues of the programme are Coloniality, Digitality and Sociality and the interconnections between them. The programme is led by Prof Lynette Steenveld and has entailed the teaching of a new core media studies and social theory programme at postgraduate levels.
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