
DOCTORAL 
 

Atlantic 
Philanthropies 
Scholarships 

 

 For designated groups in all Faculties. 
High flyers – exceptional grades a pre-
requisite. 

Value: 
R70 000 pa 
renewable upon 
application 

Includes, upon 
application, a 1 
year Postdoctoral 
award abroad 
valued at  

$25 000 

Submit CV  & full 
academic record to:  
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office, Rhodes 
University 
 
By 1 July 

Fred Bousfield 
Moss Blundell 
Memorial 
Scholarships 
 

Science 
  
 

1. Awarded on merit to a deserving 
postgraduate student in the Department of 
Zoology with the emphasis being placed 
on conservation in South Africa. 
2. Awarded on merit to a deserving 
postgraduate student to allow him/her to 
do research into the ecology, management 
and wild life of Southern African which 
will form the basis of a Master's degree or 
a Doctorate in wildlife management. 

Value:  
R4 000 
Tenure:  
1 year renewable 

 

Bob Blundell Memorial 
Scholarship 
P O Box 158 
Pretoria 0001 
 
By 31 December 

Guy Butler 
Research 
Award 

English For the fields of English Language, 
Literature, Drama, Journalism and 
Cultural studies focusing on English-
related topics in Southern Africa. 

Value:  
R50 000 p/a  

 
Tenure: 
1 year renewable 

Submit CV  & full 
academic record to:  
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office, Rhodes 
University 
 
By 1 July 

DAAD - 
German 
Academic 
Exchange 
Service 
Scholarships 
 

Science, 
Economics 
& Applied 
Social 
Science 
 

All applications considered, but 
preference given to “University Staff 
Development Programme” for 
postgraduate disadvantaged South 
Africans to study towards an Honors,  
Master’s or Doctor’s degree or advanced 
study.  
 

Value:  
Full tuition, 
R2000 pm 
towards living 
costs & R1500 
towards books 

Tenure: 
 1 year  
(Renewable upon 
application at 
Master’s and 
PhD) 

Separate form available 
from:  
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office. 
 

By 1 November 

Rodney 
Davenport 
History 
Scholarship  
 

History  
 

Awarded to History graduates entering 
and Honours, Masters or PhD degree in 
History at Rhodes University.  Candidates 
should have obtained at least a high 
upper-second in History III (for Honours), 
or the same standard in Honours (for 
Masters).  Preference is given to Rhodes 
University graduates, but graduates of 
other universities will be considered.  
 

Value:  
R2 800 
Tenure:  
1 year 

 

Covering letter and CV 
to be submitted to: 
Head of Department,  
Department of History. 
 
By 4 November 



Duerden 
Scholarship 
 

Zoology, 
Entomolog
y 
  
 

For Rhodes graduates in Zoology or 
Entomology who will continue in 
Postgraduate work in these subjects 

Value:  
Variable 
Tenure:  
1 year renewable 

 

No application required 
– awarded by the Head 
of Department at the 
start of the new 
academic year 
 

Ernst and Ethel 
Eriksen Trust 
Scholarship and 
Bursaries 
 

No 
restriction 
on subject 
areas 
 

Awarded to South African postgraduate 
students of all races. Preference will be 
given to students who wish to follow 
Master’s or higher degrees. 

Value: 
Variable 
 
Tenure: 
1 year renewable 

Separate form available 
from:  
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office. 
 

By 15 September 

Geological 
Society of South 
Africa Bursary 
Ground Water 
Division  
 

Science  
 

For post-graduate students who are South 
African residents following a course in 
Geohydrology/Hydrogeology.  
 

Value:  
R5 000 
Tenure:  
1 year renewable 

 

Honorary Secretary 
Ground Water Division 
P O Box 75728 
Lynnwood Ridge 
0040  
 

Leon Gluckman 
Memorial 
Scholarship in 
Drama 
 

Drama 
 

Awarded on the recommendation of the 
Head of the Department of Speech and 
Drama for full-time study in Drama for 
Honours, Master's or Doctor's degree.  
Application limited to RSA citizens. 

Value:  
R5 000 
Tenure:  
1 year 

 

Separate form available 
from: 
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office, Rhodes 
University 
 
By 30 March 
 

BSM & HC 
Goldstein 
Bursary 
 

 Awarded on academic merit, financial 
need, good citizenship, and contribution 
to humanity and South Africa. For South 
African citizens only. 
 

Value: Variable         
Tenure: 
1 year renewable 

Application forms  
obtainable from: 
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office, 
Rhodes University. 
 
By 1 December 

Henderson 
Postgraduate 
Scholarships  
 

Mathematic
al, Physical, 
Earth, Life 
& 
Pharmaceut
ical 
Sciences, 
Accountanc
y & 
Information 
Systems 
  
 

These scholarships are awarded purely on 
academic merit, although in the case of 
equally deserving candidates, other 
factors such as service to the community, 
intra or extramurally, could be taken into 
account.   

Subjects: Mathematical, Physical, Earth, 
Life & Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
Accountancy & Information Systems  

Recipients are required to do tutoring for 
up to 6 hours a week, with out 
remuneration.  

Value:  
R50 000 p/a  

 
Tenure: 
1 year renewable 

Submit CV  & full 
academic record to:  
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office, Rhodes 
University 
 
By 1 July 



Irvin and 
Johnson 
Postgraduate 
Bursary in 
Fisheries 
Science  
 

Fisheries 
Science 
 
  
 

For postgraduate studies in Fisheries 
Science. Awarded on the recommendation 
of the Head of Department of 
Ichthyology.  
 

Value:  
R30 000 
Tenure:  
1 year renewable 

 

Applications via the 
Head of Department of 
Ichthyology. 
 
By 1 October 

Ian MacKenzie 
Scholarship for 
Environmental 
Studies  
 

Science 
 
  
 

For full-time Master's or Doctoral degree 
study in Chemistry, Entomology, 
Geography, Geology, Ichthyology, 
Microbiology, Physics, Botany or 
Zoology. The topic of research should be 
one which will contribute to the 
preservation or enhancement of the 
environment. Applicants should have 
meritorious academic records. 

Value: 
Variable 
 
Tenure: 
1 year 

Application forms 
available from P/G 
Financial Aid, Dean of 
Research Office, 
Rhodes University 
 
By 30 April 
 

Medical 
Research 
Council 
Postgraduate 
Bursaries 
 

Science,  
Pharmacy
 
 
  
 

Awarded for study within the Medical 
Sciences. Preference is given to those 
applicants whose supervisor is a MRC 
Grant holder. 

Value: Variable 
up to R35 000 
Tenure:  
1 year 

Application forms 
available from P/G 
Financial Aid, Dean of 
Research Office 
 
By 1 September 
 

Andrew Mellon 
Foundation 
Scholarship 

 For previously disadvantaged individuals 
with appropriate qualifications. Although 
academic merit is an overriding criterion, 
other factors such as service to the 
community may be taken into account.  
Candidates must study full-time at 
Rhodes University Grahamstown or East 
London campuses.  

Value:  

R50 000  
 
Tenure: 1 year 
renewable upon 
application  

 

Submit CV  & full 
academic record to:  
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office, Rhodes 
University 
 

By 1 July 
 



Mintek 
 

Science  
 

The scheme offers postgraduate students 
an opportunity to do research in Geology, 
Mineralogy, Chemistry (physical, 
inorganic or analytical), Chemical 
Engineering, Metallurgical Engineering 
(extraction or physical metallurgy), or 
Electrical/Electronic Engineering (light 
current or electronics). No contractual 
commitment is required, but the research 
project must be approved by Mintek. 
Bursars may study at any South African 
university or technikon. For South 
African citizens only. 

Value: Value 
determined 
annually and 
payable in 12 
monthly 
installments 
Tenure: 4 years 
maximum 
renewable 

 

The Manager 
Human Resources 
Department 
Mintek 
Private Bag X3015 
Randburg 2125 
 

NRF Prestigious 
and Equity 
Scholarships for 
Full-time 
Doctoral 
Studies  in 
Science, 
Education & 
Technology 
(SET) and 
Social Sciences 
& Humanities 
(SSH) 

Natural & 
Applied 
Sciences & 
Technology  

Humanities, 
Commerce, 
Education 
& Social 
Science 

For South African citizens  to pursue 
Doctoral studies full-time at approved  
institutions.  
 

Value:  
R50 000 
Plus one travel 
grant during the 
duration of  the 
scholarship to the 
maximum value 
of  
R5 000 may be 
awarded 
Tenure:  
 1 year  
renewable upon 
application 

Further details and 
information on the 
online NRF process, 
contact: P/G Financial 
Aid, Dean of Research 
Office 
 
By 1 August 

NRF Prestigious 
and Equity 
Scholarships for 
Full-time 
Doctoral 
Studies  Abroad 
in Science, 
Education & 
Technology 
(SET) and 
Social Sciences 
& Humanities 
(SSH) 
 

Natural & 
Applied 
Sciences & 
Technology  
Humanities, 
Commerce, 
Education 
& Social 
Science 

For South African citizens  to pursue 
Doctoral studies full-time at approved  
overseas institutions. Only a very limited 
number of awards will be set aside for this 
programme. 
 

Value:  
$12 000 p/a  

Plus one travel 
grant during the 
duration of  the 
scholarship to the 
maximum value 
of  
R5 000 may be 
awarded 
 

 
Online application 
process. Contact the 
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office for more details 
 
By 1 August 

NRF Scarce 
Skills  Bursaries 
for Full-time 
Master’s Degree  

 

Prioritized 
subjects 

For South African citizens intending to 
study in the following prioritized subjects:  
Accounting, Auditing, Biotechnology, 
Chemistry, Computer Science, Financial 
Management, Geology, Information 
Systems, Mathematical Sciences, Physics 
& Statistics. 

Value:  
R65 000 
Tenure:  
1 year 

(renewable upon 
application) 

Online application 
process. Contact the 
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office for more details 
 
By 1 July 



NRF Disability 
Freestanding 
Bursaries for 
Full-time or 
Part-time 
PhD Degree  
 

Natural & 
Applied 
Sciences & 
Technology 
and  
Humanities, 
Commerce, 
Education 
& Social 
Science 

For South African citizens. Allocated only 
to people with disabilities as specified in 
the Code of Good Practice on 
Employment of People with Disabilities 
and the Employment Equity Act, 1998. 

Value:  
R65 000 (full-
time);  

R21 000 (part-
time) 
Tenure:  
1 year 

(renewable upon 
application) 

Application form 
required, obtainable 
from: 
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office, 
Rhodes University. 
 

By 1 August 

Ernest 
Oppenheimer 
Memorial Trust 
Scholarship for 
SA History 
 

Humanities
 
 
  
 

For graduates who hold, or will hold prior 
to the year of award, at least on Honours 
degree and who wish to undertake 
research in the field of South African 
History, particularly in relation to the 
Eastern Cape. If no suitable candidate is 
available within this field the Scholarship 
may be awarded to a postgraduate student 
within the Faculty of  Humanities. 
Awards are made by the Trustees on the 
recommendation of the university. 

Value:  
R25 000 
Tenure:  
 1 year 

 

Separate form available 
from: 
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office, Rhodes 
University 
  
By 1 August 

Public Servants' 
Association 
Bursaries 
Stiglingh 
Memorial 
Bursary  
 

Sciences or 
Pharmacy
  
 

For Public Servants and/or members and 
their dependant children who have been in 
the employ of the Public Service or a 
member of the Association for at least 12 
months. Students studying part- or full-
time in either the Natural Sciences or 
Medicine or who are involved in research 
on Natural Sciences or Medicine at a 
recognised SA university will be 
considered. Approximately 10 national 
awards are made by the Public Servants' 
Association annually. 
 

Value:  

R8 000  

 
Tenure:  
1 year 

 

Separate forms are 
available from  
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office, Rhodes 
University 
 
by 1 December 
 

Raymond 
Pullen 
Scholarships for 
the Arts 

Music, Fine 
Art, Drama 
(one each)
 
  
 

Three bursaries for deserving South 
African students, to pursue studies in 
Music, Fine Art or Drama.  Awarded on 
recommendation of the Heads of 
Departments of Fine Arts, Music and 
Drama. 

Value:  

R8 000  

 
Tenure:  
1 year 

 

No application required 
– awarded by the Head 
of Department at the 
start of the new 
academic year 
 

Kathleen 
Abbott 
(Putterill) 
Memorial 
Bursary 
 

Science  
 

For postgraduate study at the Faculty of 
Science at Rhodes University. Candidates 
should be  graduates of Rhodes 
University. Preference will be given to 
those wishing to continue their studies in 
the biological sciences. A good command 
of the English language will be a 
recommendation.  
 

Value: 
Variable 
 
Tenure: 
1 year 

Separate form available 
from: 
P/G  Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office 
 
By 1 December 

Rhodes  Awarded for excellence in the Master’s Value:  Automatic award, no 



University 
Doctoral Degree 
Scholarships  
 

degree examinations for study towards a 
full-time Doctoral degree at Rhodes 
University in the discipline for which the 
award is given.  A distinction in the 
Master’s thesis is a prerequisite and full-
time registration for the PhD is required. 

R5 000 

Tenure:  
1 year 

 

application required 

 

Rhodes 
University 
Residence Merit 
Scholarships  
 

 For students accommodated in a Rhodes 
University residence who have 
successfully completed at least their first 
year of study.  All students of the Hall are 
eligible provided he/she have spent at 
least three full terms in the Hall in which 
he/she is residing.  This scholarship will 
be awarded on the basis of a satisfactory 
academic record and a significant 
contribution in the areas of sport and/or 
other extra-mural Hall activities.  Sub-
wardens are not eligible for this award. 
 

Value: Variable 
Tenure:  
1 year 

 

Separate forms 
available from Hall 
Wardens of respective 
halls  
 

Rhodes 
University 
Sports 
Bursaries 
 

 Awarded on the basis of sporting prowess 
and achievement.  
 

Value: Variable 
Tenure:  
1 year 

 

The Sports 
Administrator, Sport 
Office 
Rhodes University 
By 15 October 

SAMRO 
Intermediate 
Bursaries for 
Composition 
Study in 
Southern Africa
  
 

Music  
 
  
 

Bursaries for study of composition in the 
serious or contemporary popular music 
genres.  Citizens of all countries within 
SAMRO’s territory of operation, which 
comprises RSA, Botswana, Lesotho and 
Swaziland.  Only students born after 31 
January 1968, pursuing their Master’s or 
Doctor’s degrees at a university in those 
countries.    
 

Value: Variable 
Tenure:  
1 year 

 

Secretary: Board of 
Trustees, SAMRO 
Endowment for the 
National Arts,  
PO Box 31609,  
Braamfontein 2017 
 
By 31 January 
 

Toni Saphra 
and Fanny & 
Shlomo Backon 
Bursary 
 

  
For female students of any race, creed or 
colour, who already hold suitable degrees 
or professional qualifications and whose 
courses will fit them more adequately to 
render social service to the South African 
community. Applicants who have not 
completed a first degree but are in the 
final year of study, may apply. Applicants 
must be citizens of South Africa. 
Applications MUST be made in the year 
preceding the year of award.  Apply in 
writing only. 
 

Value:  
R25 000 
(Masters), R40 
000 (PhD) 
 
Tenure:  
2 years maximum  
(Masters), 
3 years maximum 
(PhD)  
 

Submit CV  & full 
academic record to:  
P/G Financial Aid,  
Dean of Research 
Office, Rhodes 
University 
 
By 31 August 
 

WJB Slater 
Postgraduate 
Scholarship in 

Drama, 
Fine Art, 
Music 

For postgraduate study in the Performing 
Arts: Ballet, Speech and Drama, Music 
and Fine Art. Candidates will be selected 

Value:  
R2 000 
Tenure:  

The Chief Executive 
Officer 
Grahamstown 



the Performing 
Arts 
 

 
  
 

on: academic merit, qualities of character, 
motivation and field of study. Applicants 
must be a citizen of, and resident, in SA. 
No other bursary, scholarship or paid 
appointment may be held without the 
agreement of the Foundation. 

1 year 

 

Foundation 
P O Box 304 
Grahamstown 6140 
 
By 1 November 

South African 
Association of 
University of 
Women 
Postgraduate 
Awards:  

Hansi Pollack 
Fellowship  

 
 

Social 
Science  
 

Awarded biennially. The research/study 
to be directed towards ameliorating social 
conditions in South Africa. The recipient 
must spend at least 2 years in South 
Africa after completing the degree, 
implementing the results of the research. 
Recipient must be or become a member of 
the South African Association of 
University women.  Motivated 
applications must accompany a detailed 
proposal. 

Value: 
 R3 000  
Tenure:  
 years 

 

The Fellowship 
Secretaries 
The Hansi Pollack 
Fellowship 
P O Box 6638 
Johannesburg 2002 
 
By 30 September 

South African 
Association of 
University of 
Women 
Postgraduate 
Awards: Bertha 
Stoneman 
Award  

Botany 
  
 

For female students who are members in 
good standing (paid up members for at 
least a year) of the South African 
Association of University Women.  For 
research at Masters level or higher in 
Botany. 

Value:  
R3 000  
1 year  

 

The Fellowship 
Secretary 
SAAUW 
PO Box 2153 
Grahamstown 6140 
 
By 31 October 

Laura Starke 
Memorial 
Bursary 
 

Science 
 
  
 

For postgraduate study in the biological 
sciences at Rhodes University. 

Value: Variable 
Tenure:  
1 year 

 

General Application 
Form 
P/G Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office, 
Rhodes university 
By 1 December 

William Waddel 
Trust Bursaries
  
 

Entomolog
y, Zoology 
 

Awarded on the recommendation of the 
Head of Department of Zoology and 
Entomology primarily for postgraduate 
students in that Department. When 
applying please provide academic record 
and the name of two contactable referees.
  
 

Value: Variable 
Tenure:  
1 year 

 

Head of Department of 
Zoology 
Rhodes University 
 
 

HB Webb 
Postgraduate 
Scholarship 

 The award is open for competition by 
students of all South African universities 
(except the University of Natal). Students 
must be South African citizens and hold 
at least a Bachelor’s degree. A maximum 
of six awards are available throughout the 
country. Applicants should therefore be of 
outstanding academic ability - a double 
first in the bachelor’s degree examination 
would be virtually a prerequisite. 

 

Value:  

Not less than  

R3 000 
Tenure:  
1 year 

 

 

Separate form from: 
P/G  Financial Aid, 
Dean of Research 
Office 
 
By 1 December 

 



Note: Information is provided as a guide. Although every effort is made to ensure that the information provided is accurate and up 
to-date, the University cannot be held responsible for changes that occur from time to time. Values will vary per annum as interest 
and dividends from investments will fluctuate annually. Always check with the Research Office if in doubt. 
 


