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Education is for 
improving the lives of 
others and for leaving 
your community and 
world better than you 
found it.
MARIAN WRIGHT 
EDELMAN
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FirstRand 
Laurie Dippenaar 
scholarship

The FirstRand Laurie Dippenaar scholarship, to the 
value of R900 000, is available to South African citizens 
for postgraduate study outside South Africa in any 
discipline at an international university of their choice.

>> Preference will be given to 
candidates under the age of 35.

>> Candidates who are currently, 
or have been studying overseas 
for degree purposes, will not be 
considered for this scholarship.

>> Successful candidates are required 
to return to South Africa for at 
least��ve years after completing 
their studies.

>> What makes this scholarship 
different from most is not only the 
personal interest which Laurie 
Dippenaar takes in the selection 
process, but also his interest in the 
ongoing progress of the recipients.

>> 2021 will be the 15th year that 
this prestigious scholarship will 
be�awarded.

The successful candidates will 
have excelled academically in 
their chosen �eld and will have 
been able to demonstrate:

leadership qualities;

strength of character;

community involvement; and

potential to be a destiny changer in his or 
her chosen �eld.

Applications for the 2021 
FirstRand Laurie Dippenaar 
scholarship for international 
postgraduate study will open 
on�16 December 2020 and close  
Thursday 4 March 2021. 

Details and the application form 
will be available on the FirstRand 
website, www.�rstrand.co.za
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FirstRand Foundation 
scholarship for international 
postgraduate study 

The FirstRand Foundation scholarship, to the value of  
R900 000, is available to previously disadvantaged South 
African citizens for postgraduate study outside South Africa 
in any discipline at an international university of their choice. 

>> Preference will be given to 
candidates under the age of 35.

>> Candidates who are currently, 
or have been studying overseas 
for degree purposes, will not be 
considered for this scholarship.

>> Successful candidates are required 
to return to South Africa for at 
least��ve years after completing 
their studies.

The successful candidates will 
have excelled academically in 
their chosen �eld and will have 
been able to demonstrate:

leadership qualities;

strength of character;

community involvement; and

potential to be a destiny changer in his or 
her chosen �eld.

Applications for the 2021 
FirstRand Foundation 
scholarship for international 
postgraduate study will open 
on�16 December 2020 and close  
Thursday 4 March 2021.

Details and the application form 
will be available on the FirstRand 
website, www.�rstrand.co.za
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FirstRand has entered into a partnership with the African 
Studies Centre to allow an outstanding South African 
student to undertake postgraduate study at one of the 
world’s foremost universities, the University of Oxford. 

FirstRand Oxford African 
Studies scholarship to the 
University of Oxford 

FirstRand will conduct the 
interviewing and selection process, 
which will run concurrently with 
the FirstRand Laurie Dippenaar 
scholarship for international 
postgraduate study, based on 
academic excellence, leadership 
ability, community involvement and 
the candidate’s potential to be a 
destiny�changer. 

Candidates have to apply and be 
accepted for an MSc in African 
Studies at�the University of Oxford. 
Applications for the FirstRand Oxford 
African Studies scholarship are 
online�only. 

FirstRand and the African Studies 
Centre are looking for the best 
applicants who will truly bene�t from 
the opportunity and contribute to 
South Africa on their return. 

Closing date for applications for 
the MSc in African Studies at the 
University of Oxford is midday  
Friday 22 January 2021. 

For more information and to 
apply for the MSc in African 
Studies visit:  
http://www.africanstudies.ox.ac.uk/
msc-african-studies 

Candidates can email  
admissions@area.ox.ac.uk with any 
additional questions.

The scholarship will provide full 
funding for one student each year 
to�study a masters degree at the 
African Studies Centre at the University 
of Oxford. The successful candidate 
will be housed at Wadham College. 
The�partnership is for another year. 

Applications for the 2021 
FirstRand Oxford African 
Studies scholarship to the 
University of�Oxford will open 
on�16�December 2020 and close  
Thursday 4 March 2021. 

Details and the application form 
will be available on the FirstRand 
website, www.�rstrand.co.za
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FirstRand has entered into a partnership with the 
Department of Education to allow an outstanding South 
African student to undertake postgraduate study at one 
of�the world’s foremost universities, the University of Oxford.

FirstRand FNB Fund 
Oxford Education scholarship 
for a masters degree in education

FirstRand and the FNB Fund will 
conduct the interviewing and 
selection process, which will run 
concurrently with the FirstRand 
Laurie Dippenaar scholarship for 
international postgraduate study, 
based on academic excellence, 
leadership ability, community 
involvement and the candidate’s 
potential to be a destiny changer. 

Candidates have to apply and 
be accepted for a masters in 
education at the University of Oxford. 
Applications for the FirstRand FNB 
Fund Oxford Education scholarship 
are online only.

FirstRand and the Department 
of Education at the University of 
Oxford are looking for the best 
applicants who will truly bene�t from 
the opportunity and contribute to 
South�Africa on their return.

Closing date for applications for 
the�masters in education at the  
University of Oxford is midday  
Friday 22 January 2021.

For more information and to 
apply for a full-time masters in 
education visit: 
https://www.education.ox.ac.uk/
programmes/msc-education/

Candidates can email  
msc.education@education.ox.ac.uk 
with any additional questions.

The scholarship will provide 
full funding for one student each 
year to study a masters degree at 
the Department of Education at the 
University of Oxford. The successful 
candidate will be housed at Wadham 
College. The partnership is for the next 
two years. 

Applications for the 2021 FirstRand 
FNB Fund Oxford Education 
scholarship for a masters degree  
in education will open on�  
16 December 2020 and close Thursday 
4 March 2021. 

Details and the application form 
will be available on the FirstRand 
website, www.�rstrand.co.za
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>> Preference will be given to 
candidates under the age of 35.

>> Candidates who are currently, 
or have been studying overseas 
for degree purposes, will not be 
considered for this scholarship.

>> Successful candidates are required 
to return to South Africa for at 
least��ve years after completing 
their studies.

The successful candidates will 
have excelled academically in 
their chosen �eld and will have 
been able to demonstrate:

leadership qualities;

strength of character;

community involvement; and

potential to be a destiny changer in his or 
her chosen �eld.

The FirstRand FNB Fund Education scholarship, to the 
value of R900 000, is available to South African citizens 
for postgraduate study in education outside South Africa 
at an international university of their choice. 

FirstRand FNB�Fund 
scholarship for international 
postgraduate study in education 

Applications for the 2021 
FirstRand FNB�Fund scholarship 
for international postgraduate 
study in education will open 
on�16 December 2020 and close  
Thursday 4 March 2021.

Details and the application form 
will be available on the FirstRand 
website, www.�rstrand.co.za
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MSc in Tropical Medicine and International Health, 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

JEREMI SWANEPOEL

Jeremi was born in Tulbagh 
in the Western Cape and 
holds a MBChB from 
Stellenbosch University and 
a�postgraduate diploma in 
HIV Management. He was 
awarded a FirstRand Laurie 
Dippenaar scholarship in 
2020 for an MSc in Tropical 
Medicine and International 
Health at the London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine. This course started 
in September 2020.

After qualifying in 2016, he completed his 
compulsory two-year medical internship at 
Tygerberg Hospital in the Western Cape. In 2019, 
he moved to Kimberley to complete his 
community service medical of�cer year in the 
department of internal medicine at Robert 
Mangaliso Sobukwe Hospital. In January 2020 
Jeremi was offered a grade 1 medical of�cer 
position in internal medicine and nephrology at 
the same institution. He was also responsible for 
managing patients with end-stage renal disease 
and organising the department’s academic 
programme. Jeremi left there to commence 
full-time study for his MSc.

jswanpuddle@gmail.com
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Liam grew up Cape Town and holds a BSc in Mechanical Engineering and an MSc 
Mechanical Engineering degree from the University of Cape Town with a focus on the 
use of computational simulations as a tool for clinical decision-making processes in 
congenital heart disease, which he completed in 2019. He was awarded a FirstRand 
Laurie Dippenaar scholarship in 2020 and is currently studying a PhD in 
Cardiovascular Biomedicine at University College London.

Between his MSc and the commencement 
of his PhD, his primary focus was to 
extend his masters’ research towards 
greater capability with the goal of 
formalising it as a clinical tool. This role 
had a teaching aspect, where he could 
train new students on the team in the 
software methodology. In parallel, Liam 

worked as an�intern in statistical shape 
modelling at a German company where 
he gained�experience in the commercial 
application of the technologies he 
is�studying. 

swanson.liam@gmail.com

PhD in Cardiovascular Biomedicine, 
University�College London

LIAM SWANSON
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2020 FIRSTRAND 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

Fatima studied at the 
University of Cape Town 
where she completed a BCom 
in�Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics and a BCom 
(Hons) in Economics.

She was awarded a FirstRand Foundation 
scholarship in 2020 for an MSc in International 
Health Policy from the London School of 
Economics.

Fatima is passionate about economics with 
a�particular interest in development, focusing 
on�healthcare, labour and education. After 
graduating from the University of Cape Town,  
Fatima joined the management consulting �rm 
Bain & Company where she worked mainly in 
private equity and telecommunications across 
South Africa and the�Middle East. She�then 
decided to return to academia to pursue the 
highly-rated MSc in International Health Policy.

fatimadocrat@gmail.com

MSc in International Health Policy,  
London School of Economics

FATIMA DOCRAT
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2020 FIRSTRAND 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

Gugulethu was born in Soweto in Gauteng and holds a BSc in Biochemistry and 
Botany and a BSc (Hons) in Botany from the University of Zululand, as well as an 
MSc�in Botany�from the University of Johannesburg. She was awarded a FirstRand 
Foundation scholarship in 2020. She started a PhD in Plant Biochemistry at�Griffith 
University in Australia in February 2020.

Gugulethu worked as a research assistant 
in the Department of Botany and 
Biotechnology at the University of 
Johannesburg. She�was looking at 
African medicinal plants, trying�to �nd a 
link between ethnomedicinal uses of 
different cultures and geographical 

distribution of medicinal plants. (e.g. to 
observe whether different African groups 
use speci�c medicinal plants based on 
their availability in the region or because 
of cultural beliefs). 

khumalogugulethu59@gmail.com

PhD in Plant Biochemistry, Grif�th University

GUGULETHU KHUMALO
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Charl was born in Kleinmond 
in the Western Cape. He 
completed his undergraduate 
and postgraduate studies 
(BA (Hons)) at the University 
of Cape Town. During his 
studies he held visiting 
research scholarships and 
fellowships at Stockholm 
University, Yale University and 
Ghent�University. In addition, 
he was selected as part of 
the 2019 cohort of the 
Transparency International 
School on Integrity in Vilnius, 
Lithuania.

He was awarded the FirstRand Oxford African 
Studies scholarship for a masters degree at the 
African Studies Centre at the University of Oxford. 
His studies commenced in October 2020.

Most recently, Charl worked in the Stellenbosch 
University Transformation Of�ce where he was 
part of a team that worked to contribute to 
change and renewal at the institution so that the 
university’s campus environment could re�ect the 
central values of the Bill of Rights of the 
Constitution of South Africa. His speci�c focus 
was transformation communication (i.e.�using 
communication as a tool to�inform, transform and 
advocate for change). In this role he was also part 
of the team that steered the university’s Year for 
Persons with Disability campaign in 2020.

linde.charl@gmail.com

MSc, African Studies Centre, University of Oxford

CHARL LINDE
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Sfiso studied at the University of the Witwatersrand and graduated with a LLB 
degree in 2017. He grew up in the East Rand, Gauteng.

In 2020 S�so was awarded a FirstRand 
Assistance bursary for a Bachelor of  
Civil Laws at the University of Oxford, 
starting in September 2020.

In January 2018, S�so joined Bowmans 
(formerly Bowman Gil�llan), as a 
candidate attorney for his�articles of 
clerkship following his graduation. During 
his �rst year of his articles, he applied for 
the Constitutional Court of the Republic 
of South Africa’s Law Clerk Programme 

2019, and was selected to be a law 
researcher. He was placed in�the 
chambers of Justice Sisi Khampepe. 
Following the end of his year with 
Justice Khampepe, S�so was offered a 
similar role in the chambers of Justice 
Steven Majiedt for a further period of 
six�months.

ns�sobenard@yahoo.com

Bachelor of Civil Laws, University of Oxford

2020 FIRSTRAND 
ASSISTANCE BURSARY

SFISO NXUMALO
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Nonkululeko was born in 
Johannesburg and completed 
an electrical engineering 
diploma in 2017, a 
postgraduate diploma in 
applied theatre and drama in 
2018, and�then a BA (Hons) 
Drama Therapy in 2019 at 
the University of the 
Witwatersrand. She was 
awarded a FirstRand FNB 
Fund scholarship for 
international postgraduate 
study in education in 2020 
and is currently studying an 
MA Drama and Movement 
Therapy at the Royal Central 
School of Speech and Drama, 
a department under the 
University of London.

Over the past ten years, she has been contracted 
as an actor/dancer to various contracts for TV, 
�lm and theatre shows. Nonkululeko has also 
worked across various school settings and 
community outreach�programmes as an applied 
theatre practitioner and as well as a drama 
facilitator. She produced Tomorrow Today, a 
theatre show that she holds playwriting credits for 
and which was staged in multiple art festivals 
between 2018-2019. She also co-wrote and 
directed Buntu Village, a children’s theatre show 
for the Litsomong Youth programme staged at the 
Soweto theatre in�2019. 

envyme.vilakazi@gmail.com

MA Drama and Movement Therapy, Royal Central 
School of Speech and Drama, University of London

2020 FIRSTRAND FNB�FUND 
SCHOLARSHIP FOR INTERNATIONAL 
POSTGRADUATE STUDY IN EDUCATION

NONKULULEKO VILAKAZI
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Shimal was born in Durban. He holds a BSc and BSc�(Hons) in Applied Mathematics 
from the University of KwaZulu-Natal.

Shimal was awarded a FirstRand FNB 
Fund education scholarship in 2020 
for�an MSc in Mathematics from 
the�University of Bonn in�Germany. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
University of Bonn moved their current 
semester online (which will be the �rst of 
his four semesters of his degree), and, as 
a result of the increasing COVID-19 cases 
in Europe, he is staying in South Africa for 
the current semester and will be studying 
online. When he is able, he�will travel to 
Bonn to commence in-person studies.

During 2013 to 2015 he did some work 
as a freelance web developer. His work 
involved designing websites for clients 
by making use of (at the time) modern 
web technologies such as HTML5 and 
CSS3 to create tailor-made websites for 
them. This work was done during his 
free time while he was in high school.

shimal.h.98@gmail.com

MSc in Mathematics, University of Bonn

2020 FIRSTRAND 
FNB�FUND EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP

SHIMAL HARICHURN
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Jorich grew up in King 
William’s Town. He completed 
a BCom in Politics, 
Philosophy and Economics 
and a BCom (Hons) in 
Economics at the University 
of Cape Town in 2017 and 
2018 respectively.

In 2019 he was awarded a FirstRand 
Laurie�Dippenaar scholarship for an MSc 
in�International�Development (specialising in 
African�Development) at the London School 
of�Economics (LSE). 

In September 2020 Jorich completed his studies 
at the LSE. He has started a second masters, an 
MSc in�African Studies at the University of Oxford, 
which he hopes will assist him in a transition into 
PhD studies. The exposure of studying in the UK 
has allowed him to think about southern Africa in 
an international context, seeing it as part of an 
international system. This has given him new 
insights into development challenges. 

jorichloubser@outlook.com

MSc in International Development, 
London�School of Economics

JORICH LOUBSER
2019 FIRSTRAND 
LAURIE DIPPENAAR SCHOLARSHIP
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Lonwabo is from Ntlaza in the Eastern Cape. He studied mechanical engineering 
at�the University of Cape Town and completed his studies in 2017.

In 2019, Lonwabo was awarded a 
FirstRand Laurie Dippenaar scholarship 
for a Masters in Engineering for 
Sustainable Development at the 
University of Cambridge.

He is currently looking for employment in 
London within the sustainability context. 
Lonwabo has applied to a few companies 
with the hopes of getting an opportunity 

to work with world leading companies in 
the sustainability space. COVID-19 has 
made things quite challenging but he 
remains con�dent and patient that an 
opportunity will arise, and things will fall 
into place in due time.

lodusem@gmail.com

MPhil in Engineering for Sustainable Development, 
University of Cambridge

2019 FIRSTRAND 
LAURIE DIPPENAAR SCHOLARSHIP

LONWABO MGODUSO
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Kirra is from Pretoria. She 
studied at Rhodes University 
for a BSocSc in Politics and 
Philosophy and her BSocSc 
(Hons) in Development 
Studies at the University of 
Cape Town, which she 
completed in 2018.

She was awarded a FirstRand Foundation 
scholarship in 2019 for a MSc in Development 
Studies at the London School of Economics and 
Political Science, University of London which she 
completed in 2020. Kirra is now an analyst at 
Genesis Analytics. 

Kirra says that her year in London nuanced her 
career interests signi�cantly by allowing her to 
go�to a university that allowed her to explore 
new�interests that heavily affected future plans. 
Kirra is now more interested in development 
�nance and currently works in the shared 
value�space. 

evanslkirra@gmail.com

MSc in Development Studies, London School 
of�Economics and Political Science,  
University of London

KIRRA EVANS
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FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP
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Nikita is from Kimberley in the Northern Cape. She studied chemical engineering 
at�the University of the Witwatersrand.

In 2019 she was awarded a FirstRand 
Foundation scholarship for an MSc in 
Big�Data and Digital Futures at the 
University of Warwick, which she 
completed in October 2020.

After an exciting early career – working 
in�digital consulting at Accenture, at 
an�entertainment start-up funded by 
Econet Media Limited, in the big data 
team at Absa and most recently, as the 
head of digital at an engineering �rm –
Nikita decided to pursue an MSc in 
Big�Data and Digital Futures in the UK 
in�2019. After a whirlwind year, she 

completed her postgraduate degree in 
September and is now – armed with her 
digital acumen, theoretical knowledge 
and new-found coding skills – on the 
hunt for interesting opportunities in 
the�world of data science and arti�cial 
intelligence. 

Her application to participate in the 
Alan�Turing Institute Data Study Group 
in September was accepted, where she 
spent two weeks working on a machine 
learning project with a small group of 
highly skilled academics. 

vala.nikita@gmail.com

Master of Science, Big Data and Digital Futures, 
University of Warwick

NIKITA VALA
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Tiyani is from Johannesburg. 
She is a graduate of the 
University of Pretoria where 
she obtained her LLB and 
served on the Student 
Representative Council in 
2009 and 2010 as secretary 
general and deputy 
chairperson, respectively. 

She was awarded a FirstRand Foundation 
scholarship for an LLM from Cornell University  
in the USA in 2019.

In�2014, she co-founded Lawgistics Legal 
Consultants, a niche legal consultancy with 
a�speci�c focus on providing advice on 
environmental, labour, health and safety, 
regulatory and commercial law. Lawgistics was 
founded on the vision to “disrupt the status quo  
of�the law” with its dynamic, young leadership 
and�collaborative work model.

She is currently living in New York and is the 
co-founder and CEO of Anü. She is making 
inroads into the USA and building relationships 
within the Venture Capital industry – with leading 
funds like Sequoia Capital, A16Z and even 
becoming a scout for Indie VC.

tiyani@lawgisticslegal.co.za

Master of Laws in Law, Technology and 
Entrepreneurship, Cornell Tech

TIYANI MAJOKO
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Michael is from Cape Town and studied at the University of Cape Town. He holds a 
BBusSc specialising in the�field of marketing which he completed in 2013. He was 
awarded a FirstRand FNB�Fund Oxford Education scholarship in 2019 for an MSc in 
Education at the University of Oxford.

Michael is currently living in the 
Philippines where he is a high school 
social studies teacher at the International 
School Manila. He says his year at Oxford 
challenged him, made him question many 
of his previous beliefs and�reinforced 

others. He feels that being surrounded 
by�such driven, ambitious and passionate 
individuals is infectious and forced him 
to think bigger and dream of�more.

michaelkramersa@gmail.com

MSc in Education, University of Oxford

MICHAEL KRAMER
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Heather is from 
Johannesburg and studied 
at�the University of 
Johannesburg, where she 
completed a BA (Language 
Practitioners) in 2007. 
Her�postgraduate degrees 
are�BA�(Hons) (Applied 
Linguistics) and MA in 
Applied Linguistics from the 
University of Johannesburg, 
and a PGCE (Foundation 
Phase and ECD) which she 
completed in 2015 at the 
University of South Africa.

In 2019 Heather was awarded a FirstRand 
FNB�Fund Education scholarship for a DPhil 
in�Education at the University of Oxford, where 
she�is currently studying.

Heather worked as a Foundation Phase teacher 
at�Craighall Primary School and Blairgowrie 
Primary School from 2013 to 2016. Following 
this�she was a teaching and learning associate 
at�Instill Education and a Foundation Phase 
teacher at Sagewood Primary School in 
Johannesburg in 2018.

She is currently working part-time in the following 
roles while completing her DPhil in order to help 
fund the remaining years of her studies at Oxford:

>> Hertford College Oxford – junior dean; 
>> Oxford University Centre for Educational 

Assessment – research assistant; and
>> part-time lecturer (online) – University of 

Johannesburg, Department of Childhood 
Education. 

heatherlkayton@gmail.com

DPhil in Education, University of Oxford

HEATHER KAYTON
2019 FIRSTRAND 
FNB�FUND EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP
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Irene is from Johannesburg. She graduated from the University of the Witwatersrand 
in 2011 with a BA, majoring in Philosophy and Mathematics. She also holds a 
BA�(Hons) (Justice and Transformation) and a PGCE from the University of 
Cape Town, completing these studies in 2014.

In 2019, Irene was awarded a FirstRand 
FNB Fund Education assistance bursary 
for a Masters Degree Programme in 
Education and Learning from the 
University of Turku in Finland. She is 
currently busy with these studies.

Studying in Finland has opened her eyes 
to a new way of approaching education, 

one that is driven�more by individual 
choice and�initiative than by institutional 
requirements. In both schools and 
institutes of higher education, well-
being�and a healthy work-life balance 
are considered priorities. 

irene.pampallis@gmail.com

IRENE PAMPALLIS

Masters in Education and Learning,  
University of Turku

2019 FIRSTRAND 
FNB�FUND EDUCATION ASSISTANCE BURSARY
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Andrew is from Pretoria. He 
studied at the University of 
Pretoria for a BCom (Law) 
and LLB, completing his 
studies there in 2008 and 
where he served as chief 
electoral officer and deputy 
chief justice of the 
Constitutional Tribunal. 
Andrew was also a member 
of the university’s team that 
won the International 
Criminal Court Trial 
Competition, hosted by the 
International Criminal Court 
in The Hague.

In 2018 he was awarded a FirstRand Laurie 
Dippenaar scholarship for a Masters of Law 
at�the�University of Cambridge.

Andrew is a litigation specialist with particular 
expertise in administrative and commercial 
matters. After university, Andrew served articles 
at�Adams & Adams, where he has been a partner 
since 2014. He acted as lead attorney for the 
former Public Protector in several politically 
critical and precedent setting court cases. 
These�matters fostered his fascination with 
the�role of good governance as a deterrent of 
corruption and as a guarantor of fundamental 
human rights.

Over the next year Andrew will serve his pupillage 
with the Johannesburg Society of Advocates, 
following which he will pursue a career as a 
practising advocate.

andymolver@gmail.com

Masters of Law, University of Cambridge

2018 FIRSTRAND 
LAURIE DIPPENAAR SCHOLARSHIP

ANDREW MOLVER
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Irfan holds a BSc in Astrophysics and Physics from the University of Cape Town, 
which he completed in 2016. He also holds an honours degree in Physics from the 
University of the Witwatersrand and an MSc in Physics from the same university 
completed in 2017 and 2018 respectively. He is from Johannesburg.

In 2018 he was awarded a FirstRand 
Laurie Dippenaar scholarship for a 
PhD�in�Condensed Matter Physics 
at�the�University of Oxford. 

Earlier this year he participated in the 
Open Africa Power 2020 programme. 
A�group of young Africa professionals 
and researchers in the energy industry 
were given a crash course on energy 
policy, hosted by the University of Cape 

Town Graduate School of Business and 
sponsored by the Enel Foundation. In 
addition to this Irfan has been 
continuing with his PhD, which suffered 
quite a bit due to the COVID-19 
pandemic as he lost lab access for most 
of this year, slowing down progress 
signi�cantly. 

ifoohabib@gmail.com

 

PhD in Condensed Matter Physics, 
University of Oxford

2018 FIRSTRAND 
LAURIE DIPPENAAR SCHOLARSHIP

IRFAN HABIB
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Bonolo is from Pretoria. She 
is a BEngSc in Biomedical 
Engineering and BSc (Eng) 
(Information Engineering) 
graduate from the University 
of the Witwatersrand and 
completed her two 
qualifications in 2015 and 
2017 respectively.

Bonolo was awarded a FirstRand Foundation 
scholarship in 2018 for an MSc in Bioengineering 
Innovation and Design at Johns Hopkins 
University in the USA.

She is the co-founder and head of research and 
development at Drizzle Health, LLC. Drizzle Health 
is a global health company that is focused on 
creating accessible medtech products for 
patients�in low and middle-income countries. 
The�company’s �rst product, MagnaSlide is 
focused on providing an accessible, accurate 
diagnosis for tuberculosis patients in India and 
sub-Saharan Africa. Bonolo also has part-time 
employment with RADx (Rapid Acceleration 
of�Diagnostics), which is the National Institutes 
of�Health initiative to speed innovation in 
the�development, commercialisation and 
implementation of technologies for COVID-19 
testing in the USA. 

bonolomathekga@gmail.com

MSc in Bioengineering Innovation and Design, 
Johns�Hopkins University

BONOLO MATHEKGA
2018 FIRSTRAND 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP



FIRSTRAND INTERNATIONAL 
POSTGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS 202125

Bubele is from Johannesburg and studied at the University of Cape Town. He holds 
a�bachelors degree in Music Technology which he completed in 2017.

Bubele was awarded a FirstRand 
Foundation scholarship in 2018 for 
a�Masters in Music Technology at 
New�York�University.

He is working full-time as a producer and 
songwriter, and also founder of a start-up 
named aMood that uses customer 

listening habits to suggest recreational 
establishments they may use in real 
time. He divides his time between 
Johannesburg and New York.

b.booi808@gmail.com

Masters in Music Technology, New York University

BUBELE BOOI
2018 FIRSTRAND 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP
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Tshepo is from Soweto and 
studied at the University of 
the Free State. He holds a 
BCom Economics and a 
Masters in Economics 
completed in 2013 and 2016 
respectively. 

In 2018 he was awarded a FirstRand Foundation 
scholarship for an MSc in Public Policy and 
International Policy at the University of York.

Tshepo is an economist, currently working at 
the�Bureau for Economic Research (BER) in 
Stellenbosch. His main responsibilities include 
�scal forecasting, analysing trends and 
con�dence in South Africa’s retail sector as well 
as monitoring developments in the US economy. 

Prior to joining the BER, Tshepo worked as an 
economist at the South African Reserve Bank and 
National Treasury, where he pursued his passion 
to help the public sector make economic sense of 
some of its common socio-economic challenges. 
His responsibilities at the Reserve Bank entailed 
the analysis of the Government’s domestic and 
foreign debt. 

moloit.leader@gmail.com

MSc in Economics and Public Policy,  
University of York

2018 FIRSTRAND 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

TSHEPO MOLOI
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Shaeera is from Pretoria in Gauteng. She holds a BCom in Philosophy, Politics and 
Economics and a BA (Hons) in Political Science from the University of the 
Witwatersrand. She was awarded a FirstRand Oxford African Studies scholarship in 
2018 for an MSc in African Studies at the University of Oxford.

Shaeera has used the current year (2020) 
to focus on her interests, dabbling in 
�lmmaking, doing research in labour, 
domestic work, unions, platform 
capitalism and the political economy of 
development, advocating for universal 
basic income grants and working with the 
C19 Peoples Coalition to demand a just 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
podcasting on the socio-economic 
effects of the pandemic with the Southern 
Centre for Inequality Studies, working 
as�project associate for Rethinking 
Economics for Africa at the Institute of 
Economic Justice, being invited to serve 
as a board member at Section 27, and 
continuing her work with communities 
on�permaculture speci�cally through 
The�Mbegu Platform which she co-
founded in 2018.

Shaeera came back to South Africa 
around November 2019 after doing 
some travelling in Europe and staying 
with family in London. Before leaving 
Oxford she was honoured to be part of 
a�group chosen for the L.E.V8 Women 
pre-accelerator programme at the 
Oxford Foundry. When she returned 
home she decided that she would focus 
on learning some �lmmaking skills, and 
took on the new and exciting role as 
a�production assistant on the set of a 
documentary �lm on the life of artistic 
legend and renowned South African 
dancer, Gregory Maqoma. 

shaeerakalla@gmail.com

MSc in African Studies, University of Oxford

SHAEERA KALLA
2018 FIRSTRAND 
OXFORD AFRICAN STUDIES SCHOLARSHIP
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Emma is from Cape Town. 
She studied at the University 
of Cape Town and completed 
a BSocSc majoring in 
Economics and isiXhosa 
Communication in 2015. 
She�also holds a BA (Hons) 
(African Languages and 
Literatures) and an MA in 
African Languages and 
Literatures. These 
postgraduate studies were 
completed in 2016 and 2018. 

Emma was awarded, in 2018, a FirstRand FNB 
Fund education scholarship for an MSc in 
Economics at the University of York. She is 
currently a graduate associate and PhD candidate 
in Economics at the�Southern Africa Labour and 
Development Research Unit, based in the School 
of�Economics at the University of Cape�Town. 
In�her current role, she contributes to�studies 
falling under the Siyaphambili Project, which 
aims�to build a hub for post-schooling information 
and research in South Africa. Her PhD research 
is�broadly focused on South African tertiary 
education students and graduates. This includes 
student �nancing, the intergenerational impacts 
of�post-school acquisition, and more recently, 
assessing the impact of COVID-19 on 
the�university and college sector.

emmajeanwhitelaw@gmail.com

MSc in Economics, University of York

2018 FIRSTRAND 
FNB�FUND EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP
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Heidi is from Johannesburg and completed her Industrial Engineering degree in 2014 
at the University of Pretoria. She was awarded a FirstRand FNB Fund education 
scholarship in 2018 for a MPhil in Engineering for Sustainable Development at the 
University of Cambridge, which she completed in 2019.

From January 2015 to August 2018, she 
worked in banking; �rst as a performance 
improvement consultant in retail banking 
and then as an analyst in the debt capital 
markets team. In the �rst six months of 
her MPhil, she attended nine modules on 
a variety of topics ranging from business, 
policy and international development to 
environmental sustainability and change 
management. In the last six months, she 
completed a dissertation titled Elements 
Shaping the South African Education 
System, in which she explored the 
role�players and future trends that 
could�impact the South African 
education�system. 

Before returning to South Africa, 
Heidi�participated in Unleash, a global 
innovation lab which collaborates on 
solutions to meet the United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development Goals. She 
returned to South Africa in January 2020 
and is currently establishing a 
sustainable �nance team at one of the 
big four South African banks. Her goal 
is�to play a meaningful part in directing 
funding towards environmental 
protection and inclusive growth, to 
safeguard future generations and 
increase access to basic services such 
as education, health and housing. 

heidi.barends@gmail.com

HEIDI BARENDS

MPhil in Engineering for Sustainable Development, 
University of Cambridge

2018 FIRSTRAND 
FNB�FUND EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP
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Alison was born in Cape Town 
but now calls Johannesburg 
home. She studied BA in 
English, Drama and Classical 
Civilisations and a BA (Hons) 
in Drama at Rhodes 
University from 2000 to 2004.

In 2018 Alison was awarded an RMB Fund ad hoc 
scholarship for an MPhil in Arts Education at 
the�University of Cambridge.

The past year, despite the COVID-19 pandemic, 
has actually been a very successful one for Alison 
as she began lecturing with Drama For�Life, a 
discipline of the Applied Theatre department, part 
of the School of Arts at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. She now lectures on both the 
masters research course and the PGCE course 
(dramatic arts teacher training) at the Wits 
Department of Education.

An article she had written based on one of her 
MPhil essays was published in in Volume six 
of�The Cambridge Open- Review Educational 
Research e-Journal: A Hole In My Stocking: 
Disrupting Power Through Play in the Kickstarter 
Creative Arts Project Cambridge, UK in October 
2019, just�after she returned to South Africa.

She also curated and coordinated the 12 th 
annual�Drama for Life Conference and Festival, 
MASIDLALE: EXPLORING CONNECTION which 
was the �rst ever entirely online conference 
hosted by the department in a partnership with 
ASSITEJ SA. Alison is also the head of education 
at ASSITEJ SA.

education@assitej.org.za

MPhil in Art Education, Cambridge University

ALISON GREEN
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Aphiwe is from East London and studied at Stellenbosch University. She graduated 
with a BEng (Chemical Engineering) in 2016.

In 2017 she was awarded a FirstRand 
Laurie Dippenaar scholarship for an MSc 
in Water and Wastewater Engineering at 
Cran�eld University and completed this 
in�2018.

With a background in chemical 
engineering, and water and wastewater 
engineering, Aphiwe is currently pursuing 
a PhD with the title of Developing a 
hydrodynamic operating strategy for 
membrane distillation crystallisation 

(MDC) processes at the Cran�eld Water 
Science Institute. Since MDC is widely 
applicable in industries such as 
pharmaceuticals, desalination and 
water�resource recovery, she hopes to 
continue to develop as a researcher in 
this �eld in order to help implement the 
technology in South Africa.

ajikazana@gmail.com

MSc in Water and Wastewater Engineering, 
Cran�eld University

APHIWE JIKAZANA
2017 FIRSTRAND 
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Teddy is from Observatory in 
Cape Town and completed his 
mechanical engineering 
degree at the University of 
Cape Town in 2009. He was 
awarded a FirstRand Laurie 
Dippenaar scholarship in 
2017 for a Masters in Medical 
Device Design and 
Entrepreneurship at Imperial 
College London.

Teddy is an engineer and entrepreneur with 
a�passion for product development. He is 
a�managing director and co-founder of an 
Ireland-based medical device start-up, Hoop 
Medical, which designs and manufactures 
medical balloons for the global medical devices 
industry. These balloons are used by surgeons 
to�treat conditions of the heart, vascular system, 
brain and digestive system, to name a few. 

Prior to moving to London, he worked in research 
and development at Strait Access Technologies 
(a�Cape Town-based start-up) developing 
medical�balloons and devices for the treatment 
of�rheumatic heart disease, which is rampant 
in�the developing world. Before this, he worked 
as�a�mechanical engineer specialising in 
machine�design. 

teddymudge@gmail.com

Masters in Medical Device Design and 
Entrepreneurship, Imperial College London

2017 FIRSTRAND 
LAURIE DIPPENAAR SCHOLARSHIP

TEDDY MUDGE
















































































