
STATEMENT FROM CONCERNED RHODES UNIVERSITY STAFF REGARDING THE 
RECENT INCIDENT OF GROSS RACISM AT WITS UNIVERSITY 

 
It has been reported in the media that on 28 August 2013 protesters gathered 
against the concert performance of Israeli jazz musician Daniel Zamir at Wits 
University as part of BDS South Africa’s campaign highlighting human rights abuses 
in Palestine and the occupied territories by the government of Israel.   At this 
protest a song containing the slogan "dubula e juda" ("shoot the Jew") was sung.  
This song was then defended by a leadership figure in the BDS campaign on the 
basis that there was an equivalence in the song’s use to that of the “Shoot the Boer” 
song sung in the era of the anti-apartheid struggle. An official statement by BDS 
South Africa however unequivocally distanced the organisation from the song and 
its sentiments and condemned any incitement to racism, anti-Semitism and 
violence. 
 
We the undersigned members of the Rhodes University community want to publicly 
register that we are utterly appalled at the singing of this scurrilous song at a 
university institution.  We unreservedly condemn it as a virulently racist and anti-
Semitic song which issues a call to violence against our fellow citizens. We feel that 
there is no room for either any compromise or disingenuous contextualization on 
this matter of principle concerning an extreme expression of racism.  Those who 
sung this song, or anyone associated with its use should, in good conscience, at 
minimum publically retract the sentiments expressed in the song and issue an 
unequivocal apology for singing what we consider to be a violent and deeply 
offensive song which should have no place in our constitutional democracy.  
Anything short of such a retraction and apology represents in our view a defence of 
an expression of a call for violent racism against people who  identify as Jewish or 
are identified as such by others, the extreme ends of which has been seen in the 
Holocaust and the current activities of various neo-Nazi groups.  
 
Our public stand on this matter is about defending the human rights of others, in 
this case those who identify or are identified as Jewish.  We can only re-state the 
words of Nelson Mandela in 1994 to a Human Rights Education meeting. Mandela 
said: “We view the promotion of a Human Rights culture, a culture of mutual respect 
and tolerance, as critically important for our project of building a democratic 
society. The failure to develop a culture of Human Rights can be so painfully 
witnessed in Rwanda today. But such a culture has to be nurtured.” 
 
The song is completely indefensible for anyone who has a modicum of belief in the 
non-racial and democratic ideals, values and principles of our hard fought and won 
constitutional democracy, which, as indicated by Nelson Mandela, has to be 
nurtured as a culture of mutual respect and tolerance. The song calling for the 
shooting of Jews is a complete violation of these ideals and we unequivocally 
condemn it as such.  
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