Neurons spark in the
Arts Lounge

In an innovative collaboration between the Fine Art and
Drama Departments, the new Arts Lounge at 17a Somerset
Street is set to be an unmissable experience for those
Festival-goers who truly appreciate the chance to both
view and discuss art in all its myriad forms.
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Dotun Makun, self portrait

Mbikayi trained in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and on July 9 will treat
Festival-goers to a contemporary performance on horseback in which he, swathed
in bandages, aims to evoke the vulnerable situation in which incomers from other
African countries find themselves in South Africa. Particularly pertinent in view of
the recent renewal of xenophobic attacks in the Limpopo area, this piece of street
theatre promises to be a Festival highlight.

Two particular events illustrate the collaborative and cross-disciplinary nature of
this project. On June 30, a poetry and music performance will see Anton Krueger
from the Drama Department reading a poem accompanied by Machona’s hauntingly
original music compositions. On July 8, LesDem draws together performers Gavin
Krastin and Madele Vermaak from the Drama Department with Rat Western and
Sonja Smit from Fine Art. Fine Arts lecturer Christine Dixie will also be presenting
a screening of her installation The Binding, recently purchased by the Smithsonian
Museum for African Arts in Washington DC. Other ViPAA members, Eben Lochner,
Zama Nsele, Paul Cooper, Lerato Bereng and Annemi Conradie are involved in various
performances and panel discussions. Distinguished guests include Mandie van der
Spuy, Michelle Constant, Nandipha Mntambo, Serge Nitegeka and Jay Pather. Eastern
Cape artists will also make their mark. Look out for discussions by Vusi Khumalo

and Meshack Masuka, as well as a skin suspension in the ViPAA garden by tattoo
artist John Wayne Stevens.

The Arts Lounge will open each afternoon with a performance vignette curated by
Athina Vahla, lecturer in the Rhodes University Drama Department. Each item on
the programme promises to spark the neurons and engage the senses of those
ensconced on the Lounge's sofas. A variety of comestibles and tea, coffee and
gluhwein will also be available to ensure festinos physical appetites are not neglected.

For more info on the Arts Lounge schedule see www.research-africa-arts.com.
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