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STAFF

Head of the School

Prof Russell H Kaschula, LLB, HDE, BA (Hons), PhD (Rhodes)

African Language Studies: 
Lecturer & Subject Head

Mrs Bulelwa Nosilela, BA (Hons) (Rhodes), MA (Stell), PGCE (UNISA)

Lecturers:

Ms Ntosh Mazwi, BA (UNISA), BA (Hons) (Rhodes), MA (Stell)

African Language Studies (SANTED):

Co-ordinators

Ms Pamella Maseko (SANTED) & lecturer in African Language Studies, BA (Hons) (UWC), MA (Rhodes)

Dr Lorenzo Dalvit (ICT and Research) Laurea (Trento – Italy), MA (Rhodes)

Temporary Junior Lecturers:

Ms Linda Nelani, BA (UWC)

Ms Thandeka Mapi, BA (Hons) (Fort Hare)

Mr Msindisi Sam, BA (Hons) (Fort Hare)

Teaching Assistant:

Ms Nomathemba Ndumiso, BA (UWC), BA (Hons) (Rhodes)

Tutors:

Mr Bonani Magobiyane

Mr Ludwe Ntshwaxa

Administrative assistant:

Mr Thanduxolo ‘Thasky’ Fatyi

Afrikaans and Netherlandic Studies: 
Senior Lecturer & Subject Head

Dr Godfrey Meintjes, HDE, PhD (Rhodes), L.Akad.SA.

Lecturers:

Mr Tim Huisamen, BA (UCT), BA (Hons) (Wits)

Mr Anton Vorster, BA (UPE), MA (Rhodes)

Teaching Assistant:

Ms Magriet Cruywagen, BA (Hons) (Rhodes)

Classical Studies: 
Lecturer & Subject Head 

Mr John Jackson, BA (Hons), HED (Natal), MA (Rhodes)

Lecturers

David Van Schoor, MA (UCT)

Warren Snowball, BSc (MechEng) (UCT), BA (Hons) (Rhodes), MA (Lond)

Teaching Assistant:

Daniel Malamis, BA (Hons) (Rhodes)

French Studies: 
Senior Lecturer & Subject Head

Dr Claire Cordell, MA (RAU), PhD (RAU)

Senior Lecturer:

Dr Patrice Mwepu, MA (Lubumbashi), PhD (UCT)

Junior Lecturer:

Mr Arthur Mukenge, MA (UCT)

German Studies: Lecturer & Subject Head

Ms Undine Weber, Staatsexamen 1 (Bonn)

Junior Lecturer:

Ms Rebecca French, BA (Hons) (Rhodes)

Teaching Assistant:

Ms Kerryn Dahl (BA) (Rhodes)

SOL Office Administrator:

Mrs Brenda Erasmus

SOL Secretary:

Ms Natalie Donaldson, BA (Hons) (Rhodes)

STAFF NEWS

The School welcomed Professor Ma Yue who came out for the launch of the Confucius Institute at Rhodes. He will teach Mandarin and Chinese Studies as from next year.

We welcomed Daniel Malamis as a teaching assistant/MA student in Classical Studies.

David Van Schoor spent a sabbatical period in France and we welcomed him back in July.

Anton Vorster and Tim Huisamen both took their sabbaticals during the course of the year and we now welcome them back.

We congratulate Pam Maseko on obtaining her MA degree in African Language Studies from Rhodes, and David van Schoor on obtaining his MA from the University of Cape Town.

We also congratulate John Jackson (Classical Studies) on his personal promotion to Senior Lectureship and Arthur Mukenge (French Studies) on his promotion to Lectureship.

Rebecca French (German Studies) and Russell Kaschula (Head of School) were also promoted to Lectureship and full Professorship respectively.

We said farewell to Nomathemba Ndumiso who had worked as part of the SANTED Project, and Magriet Cruywagen who had acted as a leave replacement in Afrikaans and Netherlandic Studies. We wish them well in their new ventures. 

We also said farewell to Babsi Ntamo who had assisted us as an administrative intern for the year.

FUNDING & AWARDS

Financial support has been received in the School of Languages from the following donors/funders during the course of the year. This funding is gratefully acknowledged:

South Africa-Norway-Tertiary-Education Development Programme 

(R4 000 000.00 until the end of 2010)

Foundation for Human Rights (R100, 000.00)

Department of Arts and Culture (R7 500 000.00 until the end of 2011)

HANBAN (People’s Republic of China) (R860 000.00)

Faculty of Humanities, Rhodes University

Rhodes University Joint Research Council

National Research Foundation

Dutch Language Union

Italian Consulate and the Friends of Italy (R25 000)

DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) (R18 000.00)

The Pan South African Language Board (PanSALB) awarded Rhodes a “Multilingualism and Nation Building Award” for work done by SANTED in the promotion of use of other languages in the University.

SOL PUBLICATIONS AND CONFERENCE PAPERS

Research Journals:

Kaschula, R.H. & Mpola, N. 2008. IsiXhosa songs and poetry as forms of 

cultural expression: Ngxokolo’s musical composition Bunjalo Ubom `Such is Life’. Southern African Journal of Folklore Studies. Vol. 18(1). 43-51.

Kaschula, R.H. & Mostert, A. 2008. The influence of cellular phone ‘speak’ 

on isiXhosa rules of communication. Spil Plus. Accepted for publication.

Kaschula, R.H. & Mostert, A. 2008. Communicating across cultures in 

South African law courts: Towards an information technology solution. Spil Plus. Accepted for publication.

Kaschula, R.H. 2008. The oppression of isiXhosa literature and the irony 

of transformation. English in Africa. Accepted for publication.

Mwepu, P.K. 2008.  “La femme et sa lutte de libération dans l’œuvre de Lopes" in Tydskrif Vir Letterkunde  Spring 2008 Vol. 42.  161-172.

Mwepu, P.K. 2008. “Women and their struggle for emancipation in Lopes’ works” in Tydskrif Vir Letterkunde Spring 2008 Vol. 42. 241-254.

Mwepu, P.K.  2007.  “From Self-Identity to Universality: a Reading of Henri Lopes’ Works” in Literator vol 28.  No 3.  131-144.

Weber, U.S. and Williams, A.E. 2008. ‘The ‘Golden Fifties’ and the ‘Tide of Immorality’:  Relations between African-American GIs in West Germany of the 1950s and white women as provided by Wolfgang Koeppen’s Tauben im Gras. Acta Academica. Journal of the human sciences and interdisciplinary fields. Ed.D.J. van den Berg. Accepted for publication.

Books / Chapter of book:

Jaques, F. 2008. Jansénisme et culpabilité chez Francois Mauriac. 

La culture religieuse de Francois Mauriac. L’Harmattan. Paris. pp. 171-182.

Mukenge, A.N.  2008.  La migration et la constitution du moi.  Pius Ngandu Nkashama et la découverte du moi.  KCTOS: Knowledge, Creativity and Transformations of Societies, vol 8, Vienna, Austria, ISBN: 978-3-9501947-6-0.

Other Publications:

Kaschula, R.H. 2008. Valley of voices. Short Story. Caine African Writers 

Prize. In, Jambula Tree. London/Cape Town: New International/Jacana Press.

Mukenge, A.N.  2008. “La littérature francophone d’Afrique noire: un horizon thématique et historique” published on CD as part of the conference proceedings for the Colloque international d’Alep, University of Syria, Allepo, 13-16 April 2008.

Weber, U.S. 2008. Review, untitled, of: van der Heyden, Ulrich; Zeller, Joachim (eds.) 2002. Kolonialmetropole Berlin. Eine Spurensuche. Berlin: Berlin Edition. 319 pages. ISBN 3-8148-0092-3.  Ulrich van der Heyden, Joachim Zeller (eds.) 2005. ‚... Macht und Anteil an der Weltherrschaft’. Berlin und der deutsche Kolonialismus. Münster: UNRAST. 288 pages. ISBN 3-89771-024-2.  In: Historia. Journal of the South African Historical Association/ South African Historical Association. Ed. Alan Kirkaldy. Accepted for vol. 2/2008.

Conference Papers presented and Public Lectures:

Dalvit, L., Kaschula, R., Mapi, T., Maseko, P., Nosilela, B., & Sam, M. (2008). “Multilingualism at Rhodes University: Implementing RU's Language Policy”. Paper accepted for presentation at the 3rd International Symposium on Intercultural Communication and Pragmatics, 14 – 16 January 2008, Stellenbosch.

Dalvit, L., Terzoli, A., & Murray, S. (2008). “La conoscenza indigena nell'educazione all'Informatica in Africa: da Gramsci all'Etno-informatica” (Indigenous Knowledge and the teaching of Computer Science in Africa: from Gramsci to Ethnocomputing). Paper  presented at Didamatica. 28-30 April 2008, Taranto (Italy).  

Dalvit, L., Tsietsie, M., Mapi, T., Sam, M., Maseko, P., & Terzoli, A.  (2008). “The localisation into isiXhosa of iLanga, a VoIP PBX”. Paper presented at the 4rd Annual International Conference on Computing and ICT Research (SREC-2008), 3-6 August 2008, Makerere University, Kampala (Uganda).

Dalvit, L., Maseko, P., Nosilela, B., Mapi, T., Sam, M., Terzoli, A., & Bailey, D. (2008). “The first translate@thon at Rhodes: localising Horde/Imp into isiXhosa”. Paper presented at the 10th annual conference on WWW Applications, 3-5 September 2008, Cape Town.

Dalvit, L., Murray, S., & Terzoli, A. (2008). “Gramsci, functional linguistics and ethnocomputing: the role of indigenous knowledge and languages in computer education in Africa”. Paper presented at the Wold Conference on Computers in Education (WCCE), 7-10 September 2008, Milan (Italy).

Dalvit, L., Terzoli, A., & Wolff, F. (2008). “Open source and localisation into indigenous South African languages with Pootle”. Paper presented at the Southern African Telecommunication Networks and Applications Conference (SATNAC). 8-10 September 2008, Wild Coast Sun, Wild Coast.

Dalvit, L., Gunzo, F., & Sam, M. (2008). “Integrating teaching, research and outreach in teacher training”. Paper accepted for presentation at the Kenton Conference, 23-26 October 2008, Thabeng sa Mogale, Gauteng.

Jackson, J (2008). “Conquest beyond the ‘civilised world’: the Roman pacification of Britain”.  Military History Society of South Africa, Grahamstown, 14 June 2008.
Kaschula, R.H. 2008. Discussant  for Peter Mtuze’s `An alternative struggle’. The Art/Craft of Biography. Faculty of Humanities Conference, Rhodes University.

Kaschula, R.H., & Mostert, A. 2008. “The influence of cellular phone `speak’ on isiXhosa rules of communication.” Paper read at ALASA International Conference, Kwaluseni, Swaziland.

Kaschula, R.H. 2008. “Digitizing and technologising the oral word: the case of Bongani Sitole.” Paper read at the International Society for the Oral Literature of Africa, Lecce, Italy.

Kaschula, R.H. 2008. Above paper presented as a keynote address, 1st African Languages and Literature International Conference, University of Botswana, Gaborone.

Mapi, T., Maseko, P,. & Dalvit, L. (2008). “Unravelling communication problems between English-speaking health-case professionals and isiXhosa-speaking patients”. Paper presented at the Communication, Medicine and Ethics (COMET) conference, 2–4 July 2008, Cape Town.  

Mapi, T., Dalvit, L., & Kaschula, R. (2008). “An integration of three concepts of healing in Xhosa culture in the teaching of isiXhosa to Rhodes University Pharmacy students”. Paper presented at the NRF Post-Graduate Colloquium, 23 May 2008, Walter Sisulu University, Mthatha.

Mapi, T., Dalvit, L., Maseko, P., & Kaschula, R. (2008). “Integrating indigenous knowledge in the vocational training of pharmacy students at Rhodes University”. Paper presented at the 10th biennial conference of the Southern African Folklore Society (SAFOS), 23-25 September 2008, Roma (Lesotho).  

Mukenge, A. N.  2008. “L’évasion et l’engagement de soi : une réalité de Pius Ngandu Nkashama”. Paper presented at the 20th Congress of the Association for French Studies in Southern Africa, University of Botswana, 1-5 July 2008.

Mukenge, A.N.  2008. “La littérature francophone d’Afrique noire : un horizon thématique et historique”.  Paper presented at the Colloque international d’Alep, University of Syria, Allepo, 13-16 April 2008.

Mukenge, A.N.  2008. “Le tour d’horizon de la littérature d’Afrique noire d’expression française”.  Paper presented at a workshop with 1st- and 2nd-year undergraduate students, University of Syria, Allepo, 15 April 2008.

Mukenge, A.N.  2008. “L’engagement ou la révolte dans les critiques africaines anti-coloniales”.  Paper presented at the Libreville Congress of Francophone African Critics, Université de Libreville, 22-25 January 2008.

Mwepu, P.K.  2008.  “Le ‘métadiscours artistique’ africain.  Une nouvelle forme d’engagement? ”.  Paper presented at the 20th Congress of the Association for French Studies in Southern Africa, University of Botswana, 1-5 July 2008.

Mwepu, P.K. 2008.  “Au-delà des clins d’œil, la problématique du métadiscours africain actuel.  Enracinement ou universel? ”.  Paper presented at the Libreville Congress of Francophone African Critics, Université de Libreville, 22-25 January 2008.

Sam, M., Dalvit, L., & Kaschula, R. (2008). “The discussion of observation and analysis of the development of computer terminology in isiXhosa”. Paper presented at the NRF Post-Graduate Colloquium, 23 May 2008, Walter Sisulu University, Mthatha.
Sam, M., Dalvit, L., Kaschula, R., & Maseko, P. (2008). “Folklore and ICT education in Africa: the development of ICT terminology in isiXhosa”. Paper presented at the 10th biennial conference of the Southern African Folklore Society (SAFOS), 23-25 September 2008, Roma (Lesotho). 

Snowball, W. (2008). “Romans in North Africa”. Visual images and commentary.  Colloquium of the Classical Association of South Africa, Pretoria, October 2008.
Thinyane, M., Dalvit, L., & Terzoli, A. (2008). “The Internet for Rural Communities: Unrestricted and Contextualised”. Paper presented at ICT Africa, 13-15 February 2008, Addis Ababa (Ethiopia).

RESEARCH

A number of staff members and students are involved in innovative research projects. 

There are a number of research projects which form part of the SANTED contribution to the intellectualisation of African Languages.  These projects involve the development of isiXhosa terminology in various disciplines. This is generally undertaken through a process of translate@thons which are held in the School. 

Research towards multilingual course material is on-going. 

The School also received 7.5 million rand for bursaries at Honours and MA level. Students who receive these bursaries will be involved in linguistic and applied language studies research and learning.

Most staff in the School are involved in either language related or literature research projects. These range from vocational language learning projects, terminology development to literature projects such as eco-literature, oral literature and various projects related to both African and European literature.

SOL SEMINAR PROGRAMME

A number of seminars were presented in the SOL during the course of 2008. 

John Jackson presented a seminar in the School of Languages entitled “An ancient British Freedom Fighter”.  This focused on the revolt of Boudica against the Romans, and the iconography and myth-making associated with her name up to the present.

Undine Weber presented a seminar in the History Department as well as in the School of Languages. The topic “History in the Making” dealt with the presence of the American occupation forces in West Germany in the 1950s.

The SANTED Team (Maseko, Dalvit, Mapi & Sam) presented a seminar in which they outlined the intercultural approach that is being used to implementing multilingualism at Rhodes.

Claire Cordell presented a seminar entitled “Regardes cet edifice: Funerary monuments in some 16th-century French tragic tales.”

Some of the following distinguished visitors also presented as part of the School’s seminar programme.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

A number of esteemed visitors contributed to the School’s academic programmes in 2008.
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SANTED Project/African Language Studies was honoured to be visited by the National Minister of Education, the Honourable Mrs Naledi Pandor. She gave a public lecture titled “The role of African languages in higher education.” She also sat in on our isiXhosa mother-tongue and vocation-specific language programme (IsiXhosa for Pharmacy) classes. During the visit SANTED also gave a presentation on its activities to the Minister.

We also received a delegation from the National Department of Arts and Culture which manifested in a multi-million rand bursary award for post-graduate students studying language programmes at Rhodes.

A visit was paid by Mr Calana who lives in Bedford. He is a well-known isiXhosa author and he presented a guest lecture to the isiXhosa 1 mother-tongue students. A visit was also paid by Mr Tyatyeka from the PanSALB and he addressed the isiXhosa 1 mother-tongue and second language students on job opportunities for language practitioners.

The African Language Studies Section was also visited by students and professors from Goucher College, USA. They were addressed on various topics of interests by Prof Kaschula and Dr Monica Hendricks. 

Afrikaans and Netherlandic Studies hosted Professor John Kannemeyer who presented a Humanities Faculty seminar on Literary Biographies.

Afrikaans and Netherlandic Studies also hosted Dr Hans Ester from Radboud University in the Netherlands. On his visit he presented a School of Languages seminar on Literature and Ethics and contributed to the supervision of a PhD student registered in the Section.

The Suid-Afrikaanse Vereniging vir Neerlandistiek invited Rhodes to host a Dutch Winter School in July 2008 and a generous sponsorship from the Dutch Language Union enabled the Division to invite drs. Alice van Kalsbeek from Steunpunt Nederlands, Amsterdam, and Prof Yves T’Sjoen from Ghent in Belgium to present courses in Dutch Language and Literature at Rhodes.

Professor David Wardle from the University of Cape Town (a frequent visitor to this university over the last 15 years) spent a week in May giving lectures on ancient history to Classical Civilisation I and II.
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The School was also visited by a delegation from Jinan University, headed by the Vice-Chancellor of that University. Professor Ma Yue who will be teaching Chinese Studies in the SOL in 2009 also accompanied the delegation. The School launched the Rhodes University Chinese Studies Confucius Institute in October of 2008.

UNIVERSITY TEACHING

Student numbers grew substantially in the reporting period. In many courses numbers doubled whilst they tripled in others. 

New and innovative programmes are being developed and offered in the School of Languages. 

An isiXhosa mother-tongue course was offered for the first time in ten years.  

SANTED/African Language Studies staff also do interfaculty teaching. Vocation-specific language courses were offered in the Faculties of Pharmacy and Law for the first time and they now formally make up part of the curricula in those faculties.

The SANTED Project team also taught isiXhosa communication skills courses to staff at the University to encourage the learning of isiXhosa by speakers of other languages, as well as to encourage cultural sensitivity and awareness.

This team also continued to develop an English-IsiXhosa glossary for Computer Science to support the teaching of Computer Science to isiXhosa mother-tongue students.

Afrikaans and Netherlandic Studies received a substantial grant from the Kaapse Forum for Netherlandic Studies which enabled the Section to employ Ms Else Boekkooi to teach two semester courses in Dutch language acquisition at Rhodes.

Mr Anton Vorster taught, by invitation, a Dutch literature course at NMMU, while he and Mr Tim Huisamen have also been invited to assist NMMU with the teaching of Dutch literature in 2009.

Teaching and Learning in Afrikaans and Netherlandic Studies were enhanced  by generous sponsorships from the Dutch Language Union, which enabled students to attend the Dutch Winter School in July 2008, as well as the Woordfees and a Dutch seminar in Stellenbosch.

Dr Claire Cordell also facilitated and taught an introductory course in Italian.

GRADUATE SUPERVISION AND EXAMINING

The School now boasts a record number of postgraduate students, including 5 PhD students.

Professor Russell Kaschula examined 2 MA theses from the University of Stellenbosch.

Undine Weber was external examiner for German at NMMU and examined one Research Report for an MA in European Literature from the University of the Witwatersrand.

Dr Godfrey Meintjes was external examiner for an MA in creative writing in the Graduate School of Humanities at UCT.

John Jackson was an examiner for an MA thesis in Roman History at UCT.

DEGREES IN PROGRESS (STAFF)

The following staff members are busy with their MA degrees:

Rebecca French

Thandeka Mapi

Msindisi Sam

Daniel Malamis

The following staff members are busy with their PhD degrees:

Undine Weber

Pamella Maseko

Bulelwa Nosilela

Anton Vorster

Arthur Mukenge

EXTERNAL RESPONSIBILITIES

A number of Staff members act as Board Members on various bodies. These include:

Undine Weber: Member of the Board of SAGV (German Studies Association in Southern Africa).

Dr Godfrey Meintjes serves on the executive committee of the Kaapse Forum vir Neerlandistiek.

Dr Godfrey Meintjes continued to organise the biannual National Dutch Winter School at Rhodes for the South African Association of Netherlandic Studies.

Mr Tim Huisamen continued his involvement in the activities of the National Arts Festival.

Mr Anton Vorster in collaboration with the International Office continued to co-ordinate the Rhodes Foreign Film Festival.

Mr Warren Snowball led a School of Languages tour in March-April.  This three-week event focused mainly on classical sites and artefacts in Libya, Tunisia and Sicily.  Since then he has given illustrated talks on the tour at both Rhodes and UCT.

CONCLUSION

2008 has been a year of continued growth for the School of Languages at Rhodes University. Whilst student numbers in language studies are dropping at many South African institutions, the SOL at Rhodes is flourishing. This is attributable to the absolute dedication provided by members of the School, both in the carrying out of their teaching responsibilities as well as research.  It is the aim of the School to reposition itself under my leadership as a leading School of Languages on the African continent.

Prof Russell H Kaschula

HOD: School of Languages

December 2008
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