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    COURSE OBJECTIVES

Welcome to the social research course. This course is designed to give you a broad introduction to the different theoretical principles and related methodologies that provide the social sciences with the research evidence necessary to allow systematic exploration of the theories that you have already encountered, and will continue to encounter throughout your degree. The knowledge and practical skills that you will acquire during this course will be further expanded upon, developed and then assessed next year and will aid your critical understanding of the value of sociology in helping us contemplate our social world.  

The general aims of this course are thus to provide you with an understanding of:
1) why social research exists: an understanding of the philosophical underpinnings of social research and its relationship to the scientific method/paradigm;
2) the research process; a general outline of the research process; 

3) how theoretical positions relate to social research: a holistic understanding of how the methodological approach relates to a theoretical standpoint (positivism and interpretivism linked with structuralism and social action);
4) an overview of the various types of social research that exist: different methodological approaches (quantitative and qualitative, primary and secondary as related to positivism and interpretivism)

5) research formulation and design: the research question, literature review, designing an appropriate procedure for investigation, variables and operationalisation, sampling methods;
6) other considerations for research: ethics, practical considerations, values in research;
7) Analysis and presentation of data: quantitative and qualitative analysis and application to the research question;
8) Writing a research proposal and research report writing.  

    COURSE STRUCTURE & OVERVIEW


The components of this course are

· Lectures & tutorials

· 3 lectures and 2 tutorial sessions per week running Tues-Fri

· Friday practical slot relates directly to assessed practical research proposal

       Due to the broad practical as well as theoretical nature of this course, it is essential that you attend all lectures and tutorials.  Failure to do so will leave gaps in knowledge that will affect your ability to complete the research proposal with confidence.

· Research proposal

· 30% of overall mark for the unit

· Examination 

· 70% of overall mark for the unit

LECTURE OUTLINE
	WEEK
	 LECTURE
	TOPIC OVERVIEW

	WEEK 1

W/C 9.4.13
	1
	Introduction to social research: science and non-science, the need for social research and application of the scientific method.  The research process: hypothetico-deductive method

	
	2
	Research methodology 1 (theoretical): positivism versus interpretivism

	
	3
	Research methodology 2 (theoretical): positivism and interpretivism related to structuralism (Functionalism/Marxism) and social action (Weber) examples  

	
	 RP TUTORIAL
	No tutorial

	WEEK 2

W/C 16.4.13
	4
	Research methodology 3 (practical): quantitative methods explored: primary (survey methods, experiment) and secondary methods (official statistics)

	
	5
	Research methodology 4 (practical): qualitative methods explored: primary (unstructured interview, ethnographic research, focus groups) and secondary (life histories)

	
	6
	Methodology evaluation: Issues of validity, reliability, reactivity, bias and error in research.  As related to some quantitative and qualitative methods already discussed 

	
	RP TUTORIAL
	Considerations of research proposal topic: discussion on considering the type of topics that relate to the different theoretical positions. 

How to discuss the relationship between proposal topic and methodology chosen; rationale and reasons behind choice.  Why other methods are unsuitable

	WEEK 3

W/C 23.4.13
	7
	Hypothesis formulation, variables, operationalization, sampling 

	
	8
	Literature reviews and developing new research 

	
	9
	Ethics and impacts on research: code of ethics and necessity of such.  Further implications for research; practicalities and values in research. 

	
	RP TUTORIAL
	Identifying variables, operationalising and research design (questionnaire & interview)

	WEEK 4

W/C 30.4.13
	10
	Analysis of data: quantitative recap (1) and overview considering analysis, interpretation and presentation as related to methods already described.  Central tendency (mean, median and mode) and measures of dispersion (range).  Correlation

	
	11
	Analysis of data: quantitative recap (2) Graphical and tabular presentations and reading tables; implications for theory

	
	12
	Analysis of data: qualitative recap and overview considering analysis, interpretation and presentation as related to methods already described (e.g. unstructured interview)

	
	RP TUTORIAL
	Research design and evaluation of method chosen: potential problems and solutions for method as related to own proposal topic

	WEEK 5

W/C 7.5.13
	13
	Triangulation and hybrid methods

	
	14
	Drawing conclusions from data analysis: relating back to the research question

	
	15
	Overview of the research process from beginning to end.  Setting out of research proposal templates

	
	RP TUTORIAL
	Research proposal completion guidance 

	WEEK 6

W/C 14.5.13
	16
	Exam preparation (revision of key concepts)

	
	17
	Exam preparation (practice questions)


   COURSE ASSESSMENT

Assessment of this course will consist of

1. The research proposal mark

· This will constitute 30% of the total marks for this course

2. The exam mark

· This will constitute 70% of the total marks for this course

1. The research proposal 
Acquiring the knowledge to write an academic research proposal and writing your own research proposal are key components of this course.  The lectures will provide the basic information you will require for writing your proposal and during the course you will be given the opportunity to build and develop your proposal as you go, with the use of the practical tutorials.  Due to the nature of this assessment, attendance at all tutorials is strongly advised.
The proposal will require you to 

· formulate your own research topic, research question and aim

· briefly  review the literature on your topic and reference a variety of sources

· outline the most appropriate method for your question and discuss the rationale behind your choice

· define and operationalize your key variables/concepts

· outline your proposed research design (method, sample, data analysis and presentation)

· construct a questionnaire or interview schedule (if relevant)

· comment on ethics as this relates to your proposal

· comment on possible limitations to the research design and/or method in relation to your own research aim and how you would attempt to control for these 

2. Examination 

Half of the Industrial and Economic Sociology mid-year exam will be allocated to examining the research methods course, i.e. you will be required to answer questions relating to this course for 90 minutes of the 3 hour exam. Information regarding the structure of the exam and the kinds of questions to be answered will be given in the review lecture at the end of the course. 

Reading Material

Reading material relevant to the lectures and slides used in the lectures will be made available via RUconnected.  No textbook is prescribed for this course but there are a large number of good textbooks on social research on the market and you are encouraged to purchase one of these new or second hand. Such a resource will not only be useful for this course but will be relevant to future research courses and research projects that you might do in the future. 


The following are textbooks are recommended: 

Babbie, E and Mouton, J. 2001. The practice of social research.  Cape Town: Oxford University Press.

Neuman, W. L. 2006. Social research methods: qualitative and quantitative approaches. Boston, Mass.: Allyn and Bacon.

Punch, K. 2005. Introduction to social research: Quantitative and qualitative approaches. London: Sage. 

The internet is an ever-expanding and convenient resource for information relevant to this course. You are encouraged to use the internet and the library for supplementary and further reading. 

Please refer to the department’s Handout No. 1 with regard to the university’s policy on plagiarism.

The due date for submission of the proposal is Thursday May 23rd 
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