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INTRODUCTION
This course examines the sociology of work, by locating the workplace within larger economic and political processes. Although it touches on the labour process (and on Labour Process Theory), that is not the focus. The core content of the course includes: 
· the relationship between the workplace and the larger ‘mode of production’ and ‘social formation’;

· the differences between pre-capitalist and capitalist societies, and how these shape the workplace in each epoch;

· the dynamics of capitalist society, including the relationship between production, distribution, consumption and social reproduction;  

· the relationship between work, class, ideology, family and the state;

· work and labour in various capitalist contexts: modern and ‘pre-modern’, ‘free’ and ‘unfree’, industrial and non-industrial, paid and unpaid, domestic and public, formal and informal, agrarian and urban. 

Work is a defining feature of human society: Frederick Engels, for example, argued that the “performance of labour” is a defining element to what it means to be human and to the shaping of human societies and ‘civilizations’. 
At the same time, however, the labour process cannot be understood in isolation, but must be located in the larger social context.
A core feature, for example, of social differentiation is the work that specific individuals, located in specific social groups, undertake. In societies marked by class differentiation, the work that one does quite often signifies one’s location in the class ordering of power, wealth and status. Likewise, the gender structuring of society is, to a great extent, marked and signified by the work we do. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
· Develop a clear understanding of a theoretical and sociological perspective on the character of capitalist society, and on work in pre-capitalist and capitalist society;
· Develop an independent capacity to critically evaluate these theoretical approaches in relation to concrete empirical contexts;
· Develop a critical understanding of how different historical context and moments affect the economy, work and society;
· Develop a critical analysis of the relationship between on the one hand, capitalism and work, and on the other, social class, gender, race, consumption, etc.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE
The course runs over six weeks in the 3rd Term of 2013, and will be divided into four segments. Firstly: we will analyse pre-capitalist and capitalist societies, including their different dynamics and forms of work organisation. Secondly: we locate work and the worker within the larger processes of capitalism, and its changing models of accumulation, cycles of growth and crisis. Thirdly: we examine labour markets, and domestic, leisure and gender consumption and production within capitalist society. Fourthly: we examine the rural/agrarian sector, including issues of rent and accumulation. 
ASSESSMENT
Your in-term evaluation for this course will involve the following: 

· Participation and reflection on the readings in each class. 20%
· Weekly individual and peer group discussion about your topic of assignment plus weekly written reports during tutorial classes. 20%
· Portfolio including all your weekly reports plus a critical theoretical analysis of the topic done by your group. 20%
· Final essay on a chosen topic. 40%
In addition, there is a three-hour exam.
TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
The teaching and learning activities for this course include the following: 

· Active participation in the lectures from Tuesdays to Fridays. Attendance and active participation at the lectures is a requirement of this course. 
· Group interaction and work in the classroom every Friday 6th period: attendance at these classes and active participation are compulsory, and will be marked individually and by group.

Students have to engage actively in the research group related to art, poetry and videos watched in class; and work in groups of five by showing how abstract theory can be applied to an empirical case. 
In your peer groups you have to include the following topics:

· The concept of work

· Work and gender

· Work, race and social class

· Work and rural/urban workers
· Domestic/unpaid  work

· Leisure time, consumption and work

You have to use at least 12 articles from the course outline. You are allowed to illustrate or bring some empirical data from journals or newspapers. Finally, during the last week each group has to submit the final written research paper with all the sources used during the term. Students will be marked individually and per group according to their performance during the discussions every Friday. Portfolio submission: Friday, August 23, 2013 (no later than 15h00).
Long essay: students have to submit an essay by Friday, August 30, 2013 (no later than 15h00) on one of the topics discussed in class. You have to use at least 15 articles from the course outline. Questions will be given a month before the term ends. The essay must not be longer than 8 pages typed in 1.5 line spacing.
COURSE TOPICS AND CONTENT 
A reading list: Please note that all the readings marked with an asterisk sign * are the most important readings. However, you have to read all the chapters listed below for your assignment, essay and final exam. 

WEEK 1: The concept of work in pre-capitalist societies and in the first centuries of capitalist society 

Individual and social reproduction of society according to the political-economic historical contexts; different modes of production and development of productive forces; distinctive divisions of labour; pre-capitalist social formations; urban–rural work activities.
Bibliography: 

Hamilton R. (1978) The Liberation of Women: A Study of Patriarchy and Capitalism, London: George Allen & Unwin


Chapters 1, 2, and 3 (about history and the changing role of women)

*Marx K. (1964) Pre-Capitalist Economic Formations, Ed. and introduction by J. Hobsbawm, London: Lawrence & Wishart


Chapter 1: Introduction by Hobsbawm


Chapter 1: Pre-Capitalist Economic Formations


Supplementary Text of Marx and Engels on Problems of Historical Periodisation: 


From The German Ideology (part 1)

WEEKS 2 & 3: The concept of work, its complexity under capitalism, cycles of accumulation and crisis and the consequences for the worker
In this section we will have an overview of sociological perspectives and the meaning of work.; work and different forms of value, composition of capital, absolute and relative surplus, fetishisms of commodity and the theory of ideology; social class and class classifications, manual and intellectual work; ownership of the means of production and dominant ideology; work and crisis; industrial reserve army and the reinsertion within the formal economy.    
Bibliography:
Amin S. (1978) The Law of Value and Historical Materialism, New York: Monthly Review Press

Chapter 1 The Fundamental Status of the Law of Value

Applebaum H. (1992) The Concept of Work: Ancient, Medieval, and Modern, Albany: State University of New York Press

         *Part Three, Chapter 18: Twentieth Century: Selected Philosophies and 


Perspectives on Work 

          *Part Three, Chapter 21: Work and the Concept of Work in Modern Society

          *Summary: Work – Past, Present and Future

*Avineri S. (1968) The Social and Political Thought of Karl Marx, London: Cambridge University Press

          *Chapter 2: The Proletariat: the Universal Class


Chapter 3: Homo Faber: Consciousness and Society


Chapter 4: Alienation and Property

Braverman H. 1974/1998. Labor and Monopoly Capital: the degradation of work in the twentieth century. New York: Monthly Review Press. 

            *Chapter 1: Labor and Labor Power. 
*Grint K. (1991) The Sociology of Work: An Introduction, Cambridge: Polity Press


Chapter 1: What is Work?

Chapter 2: Work in Historical Perspective. 

*Jalée P. (1977) How Capitalism Works, New York: Monthly Review Press


Chapter 2: How and With What?


Chapter 3: From Subsistence to Commodities: What is Value?


Chapter 4: Labour Power: A Unique Commodity that Creates Surplus Value

*Korsch K. (1938) Karl Marx

Part 2 Chapter 7: The Fetishism of Commodities


Part 2 Chapter 8: The Social Contract


Part 2 Chapter 9: The law of Value


Part 3 Chapter 3: The Materialistic Scheme of Society


Part 3 Chapter 4: Nature and Society


Part 3 Chapter 5: Productive Forces and Production-Relations


Part 3 Chapter 6: Basis and Superstructure

Marx, K. (1988) Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 and Marx K and F Engels The Communist Manifesto, New York: Prometheus Books


Wages of Labour, page 19-34


Profits of Capital, page 35-52

Marx K. (1978) Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Volume Two, England: Penguin Group


Chapter 12: The Working Period


Chapter 13: Production Time


Chapter 14: Circulation Time


Chapter 17: The Circulation of Surplus-Value

*Marx K, (1999) Selected Writings 1818-1883, Indianapolis/Cambridge: Hackett Publishing Company, Inc. 


Chapter 1, page 58-69, Alienated Labor

*Mouffe C. Ed (1979) Gramsci and Marxist Theory, London: Routledge & Kegan Paul


Chapter 5: Hegemony and Ideology in Gramsci

*Schmitt R. (1991) Alienation and Class, Vermont: Schenkman Books, Inc.


Chapter 5: Alienation and Class


Chapter 6: Alienated Misunderstanding of Alienation

Therborn G. (1988) The Ideology of Power and the Power of Ideology, London: Verso


Chapter III: The Ideological Constitution of Classes


Chapter IV: The Social Order of Ideology

WEEKS 4-6: Different contexts and periods 
Models of accumulation of capital: Taylorism, Fordism and Toyotism/Neo-Fordism. Productive and unproductive work: different forms of domestic work, leisure and gender, consumption and production within the capitalist system. Unpaid work – domestic sphere; dialectic between leisure time and working time; effects and influences of industrialization and commodification in culture and popular culture; relative overpopulation, gender and unpaid work; can we talk about exploitation in the domestic sphere and within the family environment? Consumption as a social necessary condition of reproduction of the system. Different forms of rent of the land; rural and agrarian work, productivity and profit among rural workers; differences between seasonal workers, temporary and full time rural workers. The rent of land and the implications for the rural/agrarian worker. Global system and the impact in South Africa.
Adorno T. (1991) The Culture Industry, London: Routledge 


Chapter 8: Free Time
*Ally S. (2010) From Servants to Workers: South African Domestic Workers and the Democratic State, Durban: University of KwaZulu-Natal Press


Chapter 3: Protecting “Vulnerable” Workers? Workers Embrace and Reject State 

Power

Chapter 5: Paid to Care: The Dual-Care Regime

Conclusion: Formalization of Paid Domestic Work versus Socialization of Reproduction?

*Amin S. (1977) Imperialism and Unequal Development, England: The Harvester Press


Chapter 2: Capitalism and Ground Rent


Chapter 5: The Crisis of Imperialism


Chapter 6: International Trade and Imperialism

*Amin S. (1978) The Law of Value and Historical Materialism, New York: Monthly Review Press

Chapter 4: Ground Rent
Chapter 5: The Imperialist System and the Development of a World-Scale Hierarchy in the Price of Labour Power

Conclusion: The Genesis and Distribution of Collective Surplus Value in the 

Imperialist System 

*Anderson B. (2000) Doing the Dirty Work? The Global Politics of Domestic Labour, London and New York: Zed Books


Chapter 2: Defining Domestic Work

*Applebaum H. (1992) The Concept of Work: Ancient, Medieval, and Modern, Albany: State University of New York Press
          *Part Three, Chapter 19: Modern Technology and Work

          *Part Three, Chapter 20: The Work Ethics, Consumerism and Leisure

*Bourdieu P. (1984) Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste, Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press


Part II: The Economy of the Practices


Chapter 2: The Social Space and its Transformations


Chapter 3: The Habitus and the Space of Life Styles 


Chapter 4: The Dynamics of the Fields

*Braverman H. (1974/1998) Labor and Monopoly Capital: The Degradation of Work in the Twentieth Century. New York: Monthly Review Press.  

Chapter 4-6

Chapter 20: A Final Note on Skill
Cock J. (1980) Maids and Madams: a study in the politics of exploitation. Johannesburg: Ravan Press. 


Chapter 7: Discrimination: Race and Sex


Chapter 8: Education for Domesticity


Chapter 9: A Strategy of Survival


Conclusion: Domestic Service as a Strategy for Survival 

*Edgell S. (2006) The Sociology of Work: Continuity and Change in Paid and Unpaid Work, London: SAGE Publications Ltd.


Chapter 8: Non-Standard Paid Work: Contractual, Spatial, Temporal and Total 


Destandarization


Chapter 9: Unpaid Work: Domestic Work and Voluntary Work


Chapter 10 Globalization and the Transformation of Paid and Unpaid Work

*Gorz A. (1969) Strategy for Labour: A Radical Proposal, Boston: Beacon Press


Part 1, Chapter 1: Beyond the paycheck 


Part 1, Chapter 2: The Work Situation 


Part 1, Chapter 3: The Purpose of Work 


Part 1, Chapter 4: The Reproduction of Labour Power 


Part 1, Chapter 5: The Wider Reproduction of Labour Power 

*Grint K. and Woolgar S. (1997) The Machine at Work: Technology, Work and Organization, Cambridge: Polity Press


Chapter 5: Technology and Work Organization

*Grint K. (1991) The Sociology of Work: An Introduction, Cambridge: Polity Press


Chapter 4: Contemporary Theories of Work Organisation

Chapter 8: Working Technology
Hamilton R. (1978) The Liberation of Women: A study of Patriarchy and Capitalism, London: George Allen & Unwin


Chapter 4: An Examination of the Marxist and Feminist Theories
*Haralambos M. and Holborn M. (2000) Sociology: Themes and Perspectives (5th Ed) London: Harper Collins

Chapter 10: Work, Unemployment and Leisure

*Jalée P. (1977) How Capitalism Works, New York: Monthly Review Press


Chapter 14: General Alienation: An Increasingly Irrational System


Chapter 15: Conclusion: Where Do We Go from Here?

*Marx K. (1988) Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 and Marx K and F Engels The Communist Manifesto, New York: Prometheus Books


Rent of land, page 53-68

Estranged labour, page 69-84

Antithesis of Capital and Labour; Landed Property and Capital, page 85-92
*Oakley A. (1974) The Sociology of Housework, London: Martin Robertson

Chapter 3: Images of Housework

Chapter 5: Working Conditions

Chapter 10: Conclusion
Webster E. and K. Von Holdt (2005) Beyond the Apartheid Workplace: Studies in Transition, Durban: University of KwaZulu-Natal Press


Chapter 1: Work Restructuring and the Crisis of Social Reproduction: A Southern 


Perspective


Chapter 12: Employment Is not What It Used To Be: The Nature and Impact of 


Work Restructuring in South Africa.
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