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Introduction

Welcome to the Contemporary Social Theory course.

There has been a ‘cracking-up’ of theory since the 1960s (Alex Callinicos, Social Theory: A Historical Introduction, 1999). In this respect, the main traditions began to break apart because of the increasing range, diversity and complexity of sociological thinking. In this regard, Anthony Elliott and Larry Ray (Key Contemporary Social Theorists, 2003) talk about the ‘widespread sense of disillusionment with classical forms of social thought’ (namely, Marxism, Durkheimian and Weberianism) and about ‘a significant proliferation in new conceptual approaches’.
In addition to this, sociologists have never been particularly respectful of the compartmentalisation of intellectual knowledge as exemplified by the rigid disciplinary boundaries within academic institutions, and they are widely known for drawing on the works of non-sociologists. In this respect, a few years ago, the board of editors of the journal Contemporary Sociology was asked to name sociology’s most influential books. More than half of the books making up the top ten were not written by self-declared sociologists.
This course incorporates these two points. Therefore, it captures the current proliferation of sociological thinking and it reflects the interdisciplinary quality of the ‘sociological’ enterprise. Because of the last point, this course is called Social Theory and not Sociological Theory. In other words, we consider thinkers (whether sociologists or not) who have made – and are making – major contributions to social theory. In doing so, we identify and explore some key debates central to contemporary theorising. The debates covered are: the politics of redistribution and the politics of recognition; structure and agency; and emancipation and the state.

Selecting which thinkers to include in this course involved (my own) value-based criteria, including questions about influence, intrinsic worth, originality and contemporary relevance. 
Learning Objectives

This course is one of the foundational courses for your Sociology major. It is conceptually challenging, but also exciting and invigorating intellectually. The literature on social theory is dense in its content and at times difficult to decipher. For this reason, I strongly urge you to attend ALL lectures. Your failure to do so will seriously impact negatively on your understanding of the theorists, theories and debates that are covered in this course. 

At the end of this course, you should have achieved the following:
- Developed a solid understanding of some of the key issues addressed within contemporary social and sociological theory. 
- Developed a conceptual awareness of the key insights provided by the specific theorists covered in the course.
- Developed the verbal and written skills to effectively communicate your ideas about these issues and insights.
Course Content

The course has three main sections.

1. Politics of Redistribution and Politics of Recognition (the works of Karl Polanyi, Edward Said and Frantz Fanon).
2. Structure and Agency (the works of Pierre Bourdieu and E. P. Thompson).
3. Emancipation against the State (the works of Alain Badiou and John Holloway).
‘Group Discussions’, Essay and Assessment

There will be no sessions on Monday. The sessions for the course will be on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday (either 5th period, or both 5th and 6th periods). Lectures will take place on Tuesday to Thursday; on Friday there will be either a lecture or a ‘class discussion’. For class discussions, you will be assigned a reading. Class discussions are compulsory.
You will be expected to write an essay. The due date is Friday 1 pm in the last week of term. The topics for the essay will be provided on a separate handout. The year-mark component for the course is based on the essay.  

The course will be examined during a 3-hour written examination session in November. 
The June examination carries 70% of the course mark; the essay carries 30% of the course mark.

Course Readings

There are no key texts assigned for this course. Rather, for each theorist, specific readings are listed. Under each theorist, you will first see literature written by the theorist, and then further literature that critically discusses the work of the theorist. 
It is imperative that you do reading throughout the duration of this course. Ongoing reading will enable you to make the content of the course your own. Needless to say, lecture notes are completely insufficient for purposes of exams. Lectures are designed simply to give you a bare skeleton for the theories and debates, and to assist you in grasping the rich conceptual discussions found in the literature.
1. Politics of Redistribution and Politics of Recognition

Karl Polanyi

Polanyi, K. 1946. ‘Whither civilisation’?. Commentary. September 1946.

Polanyi, K. 1947. Our obsolete market mentality. Commentary. February 1947.

Polanyi, K. 1957. The great transformation. Boston: Beacon Press. 

Polanyi, K. 1966. Dahomey and the slave trade: an analysis of an archaic economy. Seattle: University of Washington Press. 

Akturk, S. 2006. Between Aristotle and the welfare state: the establishment, enforcement, and transformation of the moral economy in Karl Polanyi’s The Great Transformation. Theoria. 53(109).

Barham, E. 1997. Social movements for sustainable agriculture in France: a Polanyian perspective. Society and Natural Resources. 10(3). 

Bieler, A and A Morton. 2003. Globalisation, the state and class struggle: a ‘critical economy’ engagement with open Marxism. British Journal of Politics and International Relations. 5(4).

Birchfield, V. 2005. Jose Bove and the globalization countermovement in France and beyond: a Polanyian interpretation. Review of International Studies. 31(3). 

Block, F. 2003. Karl Polanyi and the writing of The Great Transformation. Theory and Society. 32(3). 

Booth, W. 1994. On the idea of the moral economy. The American Political Science Review. 88(3). 

Burawoy, M. 2003. For a sociological Marxism: the complementary convergence of Antonio Gramsci and Karl Polanyi. Politics and Society. 31(2). 

Butko, T. N.d. Gramsci and the ‘anti-globalisation’ movement: think before you act. www.sdonline
Castree, N. 2009. Crisis, continuity and change: neoliberalism, the Left and the future of capitalism. Antipode. 41(S1).

Clark, I. 2001. Another ‘double movement’: the great transformation after the Cold War? Review of International Studies. 27(5). 

Edelman, M. 2005. Bringing the moral economy back in … to the study of 21st-Century transnational peasant movements. American Anthropologist. 107(3). 

Evans, P. 2000. Fighting marginalisation with transnational networks: counter-hegemonic globalisation. Contemporary Sociology. 29(1).

Fleetwood, S. 2006. Rethinking labour markets: a critical-realist-socioeconomic perspective. Capital and Class. 89.  

Gemici, K. 2008. Karl Polanyi and the antinomies of embeddedness. Socio-Economic Review. 6(1).

Gill, S. 2003. Gramsci, modernity and globalisation. www.internationalgramscisociety
Hann, C. 2007. A new double movement? Anthropological perspectives on property in the age of neoliberalism. Socio-Economic Review. 5(2). 

Jessop, B. 2005. Knowledge as a fictitious commodity: insights and limits of a Polanyian perspective. www.eprints.lancs.ac.uk
Krippner, G. 2001. The elusive market: embeddedness and the paradigm of economic sociology. Theory and Society. 30(6).

Munck, R. 2002. Globalisation and democracy: a new ‘Great Transformation’? The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science. 581(1).

Munck, R. 2004. Globalization, labour and the Polanyi problem or the issue of counter-hegemony. Labour History. 45(3). 

Munck, R. 2006. Globalization and contestation: a Polanyian problematic. Globalizations. 3(2). 

O Riain, S. 2006. Time-space intensification: Karl Polanyi, the double movement, and global informational capitalism. Theory and Society. 35(5-6). 

Silver, B and G Arrighi. 2003. Polanyi’s ‘double movement’: the belle époques of British and US hegemony compared. Politics and Society. 31(2).
Edward Said

Said, E. 1978. Orientalism: Western conceptions of the Orient. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. 

Said, E. 1980. Covering Islam: how the media and the experts determine how we see the rest of the world. New York: Pantheon Books. 

Said, E. 1988. Identity, negation and violence. New Left Review. I/171. 

Said, E. 1990. Narrative, geography and interpretation. New Left Review. I/180.

Said, E. 1994. Culture and imperialism. London: Vintage. 

Said, E. 2000. America’s last taboo. New Left Review. II/6.

Said, E. 2004. Humanism and democratic criticism. New York: Palgrave MacMillan. 

Said, E and C Hitchens (eds.). 2001. Blaming the victims: spurious scholarship and the Palestinian question. London: Verso. Chaps.: Introduction, 1 and 6. 

Ashcroft, B and P Ahluwalia. 1999. Edward Said: the paradox of identity. London: Routledge. 

Bove, P. 2000. Edward Said and the work of the critic: speaking truth to power. Durham: Duke University Press. Pp. 152-164 and 187-228.

Burke, E. 1998. Orientalism and world history: representing Middle Eastern nationalism and Islamism in the twentieth century. Theory and Society. 27(4). 

Chomsky, N. 2003. Imperial ambition. Monthly Review. 55(1). (Interview with Chomsky).

Chomsky, N. 2003. Commentary – war on terror. New Political Science. 25(1).

Chomsky, N. 2007. Imminent crises: threats and opportunities. Monthly Review. 59(2).

Dirlik, A. 1994. The postcolonial aura: Third World criticism in the age of global capitalism. Critical Inquiry. 20(2). 

Gare, A. 1995. Understanding Oriental cultures. Philosophy East and West. 45(3).

Kennedy, V. 2000. Edward Said: a critical introduction. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

Mani, L and R Frankenberg. 1994. The challenge of Orientalism. Economy and Society. 14(2). 

Marrouchi, M. 2003. The new/old idiot: re-reading Said’s contributions to post-colonial studies. Philosophia Africana. 6(2).

Prakash, G. 2001. Orientalism now. History and Theory. 34(3).

Rubin, A. 2003. Techniques of trouble: Edward Said and the dialectics of cultural philology. The South Atlantic Quarterly. 102(4).

Said, E and C Hitchens (eds.). 2001. Blaming the victims: spurious scholarship and the Palestinian question. London: Verso. Chap. 5. 

Selby, J. 2006. Edward W Said: truth, justice and nationalism. Interventions. 8(1). 

Sprinker, M. (ed.). 1992. Edward Said: a critical reader. Cambridge: Blackwell. Chaps. 2,8 and 10.

Williams, P. (ed.). 2001. Edward Said (Volume II). London: Sage. Chaps. 22 and 25.
Frantz Fanon 
Fanon, F. 1967. The wretched of the earth. (including Preface by Jean-Paul Sartre). Harmondsworth: Penguin. 

Fanon, F. 1970. Toward the African revolution. Harmondsworth: Penguin. 

Fanon, F. 1980. A dying colonialism. London: Writers & Readers.

Fanon, F. 1986. Black skin, white masks. (including Foreword by Homi Bhabha). London: Pluto Press. 

Alessandrini, A. (ed.). 1999. Frantz Fanon: critical perspectives. London: Routledge. Chaps. 1,6,7,8,10 and 13. 
Cherki, A. 2006. Frantz Fanon: a portrait. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.
Gauch, S. 2002. Fanon on the surface. Parallax. 8(2).

Gibson, N. 1999. Thoughts about doing Fanonism in the 1990s. College Literature. 26(2).

Gibson, N. (ed.). 1999. Rethinking Fanon. New York: Humanity. Chaps. 2,3,6,7,8,9 and 16.

Gibson, N. 2001. Transition from apartheid. Journal of Asian and African Studies. 36(1).

Gibson, N. 2001. The pitfalls of South Africa’s ‘liberation’. New Political Science. 23(3).
Gibson, N. 2003. Fanon: the post-colonial imagination. Cambridge: Polity Press.
Gibson, N. 2007. Relative opacity: a new translation of Fanon’s Wretched of the Earth: mission betrayed or fulfilled? Social Identities. 13(1). 
Gordon, L. 1995. Fanon and the crisis of European man. New York: Routledge.

Gordon, L. 1996. Fanon: a critical reader. Cambridge: Blackwell.
Haddour, A. 2005. Sartre and Fanon: on Negritude and political participation. Sartre Studies International. 11(1&2). 
Moulard-Leonard, V. 2005. Revolutionary becomings: Negritude’s anti-humanist humanism. Human Studies. 28(3).

Neocosmos, M. 2010. The nation and its politics: Fanon, emancipatory nationalism and political sequences. [to be published]
Penny, J. 2004. Passing into the universal: Fanon, Sartre, and the colonial dialectic. Paragraph. 27(3) 

Pithouse, R. 2003. That the tool never possess the man: taking Fanon’s humanism seriously. Politkon. 30(2). 

Pithouse, R. 2007. Thinking outside the bureaucracies: Frantz Fanon and the ground of liberatory reason. Paper delivered to Social Theory Symposium, Rhodes University, June 2007.
2. Structure and Agency
Edward Palmer Thompson

Thomson, E P. 1965. The peculiarities of the English. Socialist Register. 2
Thompson, E P. 1968. The making of the English working class. Harmondsworth: Penguin. (see Preface). 

Thompson, E P. 1975. Whigs and hunters: the origin of the Black Act. London: Allen Lane. Pp. 258-269. 

Thompson, E P. 1977. Folklore, anthropology, and social history. Indian Historical Review. 1978. 3(2).
Thompson, E P. 1978. The poverty of theory & other essays. London: Merlin Press. Pp 193-398. 
Thompson, E P. 1978. Eighteenth century English society: class struggle without class?. Social History. 3(2). 

Thompson, E P. 1980. Protest and survive. Nottingham: Russell. 
Thompson, E P. 1980. Writing by candle light. London: Merlin. 
Thompson, E P. 1980. Notes on exterminism, the last stage of civilization. New Left Review. I/121.
Ajay, G. 1998. Reconstructing Marxism: the Thompsonian framework. Social Scientist. 26(7/8).
Anderson, P. 1980. Arguments within English Marxism. London: New Left Books. 

Blackburn, R. 1993. Edward Thompson and the New Left. New Left Review. I/201.

Calhoun, C. 1994. E P Thompson and the discipline of historical context. Social Research. 61(2).
Camfield, D. 2005. Re-orienting class analysis: working classes as historical formations. Science and Society. 68(4). 

Corfield, P. 1993. E P Thompson, the historian: an appreciation. New Left Review. I/201.
Kaye, H and McClelland, K. 1990. E P Thompson: critical perspectives. Cambridge: Polity Press. Chaps.: Introduction, 2,5, 6 and 10. 

Poulantzas, N. 1967. Marxist political theory in Great Britain. New Left Review. I/43.
Steinberg, M. 1991. The re-making of the English working class. Theory and Society. 20(2). 
Steinberg, M. 1997. ‘A way of struggle’: reformations and affirmations of E P Thompson’s class analysis in the light of postmodern theories of language. British Journal of Sociology. 48(3). 

Stevenson, N. 1995. Culture, ideology and socialism: Raymond Williams and E P Thompson. Aldershot: Avebury. 
Warde, A. 1982. E P Thompson and ‘poor’ theory. The British Journal of Sociology. 33(2). 
Pierre Bourdieu

Bourdieu, P. 1990. In other words: essays towards a reflexive sociology. Cambridge: Polity Press. 
Bourdieu, P and L Wacquant. 1992. An invitation to reflexive sociology. Cambridge: Polity Press.  
Bourdieu, P. 1993. Sociology in question. London: Sage. 
Bourdieu, P. 1998. Practical reason: on the theory of action. Cambridge: Polity Press.  
Bourdieu, P. 1998. Acts of resistance: against the new myths of our time. Cambridge: Polity Press. 
Bourdieu, P. 2003. Firing back: against the tyranny of the market 2. London: Verso. 
Bebbington, A. 2007. Social capital and development studies II: can Bourdieu travel to policy? Progress in Development Studies. 7(2).

Crossley, N. 2001. The phenomenological habitus and its construction. Theory and Society. 30(1). 

Crowley, J. 2002. Pierre Bourdieu’s anti-politics of transparency. Innovation. 15(2).

Ferry, L and A Renaut. 1990. French Marxism. Society. 27(5).

Fowler, B. 1997. Pierre Bourdieu and cultural theory. London: Sage. Chaps. 1-4. 
Jenkins, R. 1992. Pierre Bourdieu. London: Routledge. 
Kenway, J and J McLeod. 2004. Bourdieu’s reflexive sociology and ‘spaces of points of view’: whose reflexivity, which perspective?. British Journal of Sociology of Education. 25(4).

Lizardo, O. 2004. The cognitive origins of Bourdieu’s habitus. Journal for the Theory of Social Behaviour. 34(4). 

Marcoulatos, I. 2003. John Searle and Pierre Bourdieu: divergent perspectives on intentionality and social ontology. Human Studies. 26(1). 

Nash, R. 1999. What is real and what is realism in Sociology?. Journal for the Theory of Social Behaviour. 29(4). 

Potter, G. 2000. For Bourdieu, against Alexander: reality and reduction. Journal for the Theory of Social Behaviour. 30(2). 
Robbins, D. 2000. Bourdieu and culture. London: Sage. Chaps. 2 and 3.  
Robbins, D. 2005. The origins, early development and status of Bourdieu’s concept of ‘cultural capital’. The British Journal of Sociology. 56(1).

Savage, M, A Warde and F Devine. 2005. Capital, assets, and resources: some critical issues. The British Journal of Sociology. 56(1).

Schirato, T and J Webb. 2002. Bourdieu’s notion of reflexive knowledge. Social Semiotics. 12(3). 
Sewell, W. 1992. A theory of structure: duality, agency, and transformation. American Journal of Sociology. 98(1). 
Shusterman, R. (ed.). 1999. Bourdieu: a critical reader. Oxford: Blackwell. Chaps. 8 and 9. 
Stones, R. 2001. Refusing the realism-structuration divide. European Journal of Social Theory. 4(2). 
Swartz, D. 2003. From critical sociology to public intellectual: Pierre Bourdieu and politics. Theory and Society. 32(5-6).

Swedberg, R. 2005. Can there be a sociological concept of interest? Theory and Society. 34(4).
3. Emancipation against the State

Alain Badiou

Badiou, A. 1998. Politics and philosophy: an interview with Alain Badiou. Angelaki. 3(3).
Badiou, A. 2001. Ethics. London: Verso.
Badiou, A. 2003. Seven variations on the century. Parallax. 9(2).
Badiou, A. 2005. Metapolitics. London: Verso.

Badiou, A. 2005. An essential philosophical thesis: ‘It is right to rebel against the reactionaries’. Positions. 13(3). 

Badiou, A. 2006. Polemics. London: Verso. 

Badiou, A. 2008. The communist hypothesis. New Left Review. II/49. 

Badiou, A. 2008. ‘We need a popular discipline’: contemporary politics and the crisis of the negative (interview with Badiou). Critical Inquiry. 34.
Badiou, A. 2008. The meaning of Sarkozy. London: Verso.

Badiou, A. 2009. ‘Thinking the event’. In P Engelmann (ed). Philosophy in the present: Alain Badiou and Slavoj Zizek. Cambridge: Polity.

Badiou. A. 2010. The courage of the present. Le Monde. 13 February 2010.
Bosteels, B. 2005. The speculative Left. The South Atlantic Quarterly. 104(4). 

Dewsbury, J. 2007. Unthinking subjects: Alain Badiou and the event of thought in thinking politics. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers. 32(4).
Hallward, P. 1998. Generic sovereignty: the philosophy of Alain Badiou. Angelaki. 3(3).

Hallward, P. (ed.) 2004. Think again: Alain Badiou and the future of philosophy. London: Continuum. Chaps. 7, 9 and 12.

Hallward, P. 2005. The politics of prescription. The South Atlantic Quarterly. 104(4).

Hewlett, N. 2004. Engagement and transcendence: the militant philosophy of Alain Badiou. Modern & Contemporary France. 12(3). 
Ingram, J. 2005. Can universalism still be radical? Alain Badiou’s politics of truth. Constellations. 12(4).

Johnstone, A. 2007. The quick and the dead: Alain Badiou and the split seeds of transformation. International Journal of Zizek Studies. 1(2). 
Noys, B. 2008. Through a glass darkly: Alan Badiou’s critique of anarchism. Anarchist Studies. 16(2). 

O’Hara, D. 2008. Badiou’s truth and the office of the critic: naming the militant multiples of the void. Boundary 2. 35(1). 

Palti, E.  2003. Poststructuralist Marxism and the ‘experience of the disaster’. On Alain Badiou’s theory of the (non-)subject. The European Legacy. 8(4). 

Power, N and A Toscano. 2009. The philosophy of restoration: Alain Badiou and the enemies of May. Boundary 2. 36(1). 

Souter, J. 2009. Humanity, suffering and victimhood: a defence of human rights pragmatism. Politics. 29(1). 

Zizek, S. 2007. Badiou: notes from an ongoing debate. International Journal of Zizek Studies. 1(2). 

John Holloway

Holloway, J. 1991. The state and everyday struggle. In S. Clarke (ed.). The state debate. London: MacMillan.
Holloway, J. 1992. Crisis, fetishism, class composition. In W. Bonefeld et al. (eds). Open Marxism Vol. 2. London: Pluto Press.
Holloway, J. 1995. Capital moves. Capital & Class. 57.
Holloway, J. 1998. Dignity’s revolt. In J Holloway and E Pelaez (eds). Zapatista! Reinventing revolution in Mexico. London: Pluto Press.

Holloway, J. n.d. Moving against-and-beyond or interstitial revolution. www.nu.ac.za
Holloway, J. 2002. Going in the wrong direction; or, Mephistopheles – not Saint Francis of Assisi. Historical Materialism. 10(1). 

Holloway, J. 2003. Change the world without taking power. London: Pluto Press.

Holloway, J. 2005. No. Historical Materialism. 13(4). 

Holloway, J. 2007. Two cracks in the capitalist wall: work and the state. Contemporary Politics. 13(3).

Holloway, J, F Matamoros and S Tischler (eds). 2009. Negativity & revolution: Adorno and political activism. London: Pluto Press. Chaps. 2 & 6.
Holloway, J. 2010. Doing in-against-and-beyond labour. www.radicalnotes.com
Bensaid, D. 2005. On a recent book by John Holloway. Historical Materialism. 13(4).
Binford, L. 2005. Holloway’s Marxism. Historical Materialism. 13(4).
Bonefeld, W. 2003. The principle of hope in human emancipation: on Holloway. www.herramienta.com.ar
De Angelis, M. 2005. How!?!? An essay on John Holloway’s Change the World without Taking Power. Historical Materialism. 13(4). 
Callinicos, A. 2003. How do we deal with the state? www.herramienta.com.ar
Dinerstein, A. 2005. On John Holloway’s Change the World without Taking Power: the Meaning of Revolution Today. Capital & Class. 85. 

Lebowitz, M. 2005. Holloway’s scream: full of sound and fury. Historical Materialism. 13(4). 

IIRE (ed.). 2005. Change the world without taking power? … or ... take power to change the world? Amsterdam: International Institute for Research and Education.

McNaughton, C. 2008. A critique of John Holloway’s ‘Change the World without Taking Power’. Capital and Class. 95.

Spence, M. 2010. Form, fetish, and film: revisiting open Marxism. Capital & Class. 34(1).
Stoetzler, M. 2005. On how to make Adorno scream: some notes on John Holloway’s Change the World without Taking Power. Historical Materialism. 13(4).
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