RHODES UNIVERSITY

students’ representative council

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 21st OF FEBRUARY 2011



AT 18:00 IN THE R.A ROOM

2010. M9.1      ATTENDANCE









The Chair welcomed councillors to their ninth meeting of Council.







   
2010. M9.2
PRESENT
· President Chair
· Vice President: Internal

· Vice President: External
· Benefits & Sponsorship

· Media

· Societies

· Community Engagement
· Activism & Transformation

· Academic

· Projects Manager
· International Affairs

· Residence

· Oppidan 

· Environmental
· SRC Liaison
2011. M9.3
APOLOGIES


An apology was received from the Treasurer. 

2011. M9.4
OTHER MATTERS FOR THE AGENDA

2011. M9.5
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 


Council confirmed the minutes of the meeting held on the:



5.1 2 nd of February 2011, subject to the following amendments:

· M8.2 should include Projects Manager, Activism & Transformation Councillor and Academic Councillor on the attendance list. 

· M8..7:  Ground Zero should be changed to Level Zero.

· M8.7: Should read: Council has  agreed to attend the meeting with the decision that ,should the university give council the opportunity to propose what should be done with regards to level zero, Council will request that level zero be given to post graduate students provided that the Union is revamped and is open to undergraduates.

· M8.8: Should read: Treasurer suggested that the O-Week programme poster should be stuck on each and every residence doors in order to keep the students informed.



2011. M9.6
MATTERS ARISING
· The President gave a brief report back to council about the level zero meeting that he and a few council members attended. Council left the meeting with the stand that they are open to talks with the University administration. The President suggested that council peruse previous minutes of the level zero meeting that the previous SRC held with the University administration, so as to get a better understanding on the matter. 
· The Societies councillors suggested that the counselling centre be moved to the Sanatorium. The Societies councillor also suggested that the council must bargain with the university to allow honours students to utilise the post-graduate level zero. 
· The Media Councillors suggested that the oppi common room be an extension into the learning kaif.
· The Environmental Councillor suggested that the oppi common room be left as is, so that it does not become an extension of the learning kaif because that would take away from the Oppidans. (To be amended in the next set of minutes)

· The Residence Councillor questioned the importance of having a learning kaif, and the President emphasised the importance of the learning kaif, as a survey was conducted and that is what the student body wants.
· The Student Benefits Councillor mentioned that it is not viable to have a learning kaif that provides food and beverages; this could be problematic because people can spill beverages or damage the computers.
· The Media councillor mentioned that students that voted to have a learning kaif might not be here at Rhodes anymore, thus having the learning kaif could be irrelevant. Parking space is something that council should consider pushing for. (To be amended in the next of minutes)

· The Projects Councillor said that office space is a key issue and councillors need a work space, thus the Counselling centre should be moved to the Sanatorium.
· Council concluded that the exec members will meet with Mr. Marriner and before doing that they ought to circulate a proposal to council so an agreement can be reached. International Affairs Councillor asked to sit out of this meeting regarding level zero.
2011. M9.7   O-WEEK FEEDBACK

· Former SRC President: Mr. Ofei and former SRC International Affairs Councillor: Ms. Hamukoma gave feedback about O-Week. Ms. Hamukoma said that communication with residences was not as good as it should have been. Ms. Hamukoma also mentioned that the SRC has not done well in terms of scheduling councillors to do specific tasks during O-Week. The former International Affairs Councillor mentioned that the safety of certain events could have been more organised.  Mr. Ofei mentioned that we need to appreciate institutional memory. The former President said that the previous SRC is willing to help the current administration; therefore we should not hesitate to call for help.
· The Vice President External gave the overall report back on O-Week and requested that councillors draw up reports on specific events that they managed, and these reports are expected to be in by the end of March.
· The Green Bags were a success apart from the complaint from Mr. Thomas Hendricks. Mr. Hendricks complained about the map of churches that was included in the green bags.
· Business Extravangza was also successful, apart from the fact that the registration system was way too effective (there was no influx of students), thus impacting on the sales of businesses negatively. 
· Hall Reception was successful.
· Jazz Evening was successful, however a student was assaulted. This matter was resolved immediately.
· R.U. Jamming could have been better in terms of communicating the memo to residences on time. The third night of RU Jamming was uncomfortable for some students due to the type of comedy performed by David Newton.
· Societies Extravaganza was successful, apart from the misunderstanding between LMS and RMR.

· Amazing Race went well and there were a good number of participants.

· ROAD was successful.

· Carnival was successful; however there were a few security glitches. Thus it is imperative to get the relevant security that is willing to help and work.

· President thanked all the councillors for contributing to the success of O-Week.
2011. M9.8
RU CE PRESENTATION


2011. M9.9 
CSD PARTNERSHIP


· The Community Engagement & Environmental Councillors went for an HIV/AIDS awareness campaign in the township that was organised by CSD. The councillors mentioned that people in the township were simply handed condoms, and not necessarily being educated. The Councillors mentioned that SHARC will be working on such campaigns and aiming to educate rather than just handing out.
2011. M9.10 CENTENARY 

· The President said that council will know about centenary in due time.
2011. M9.11
DINING HALL VISITS

· Academic Councillor suggested that councillors wear uniform when they visit various dining halls. 
· The Residence Councillor will organise council’s dining hall visits by booking meals and allocating councillors to dining halls. 
· Hall Comm will be notified prior the visit so that they can aid council to get to as many students as possible.
2011. M9.12
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES

· Naming Committee: The Activism and Transformation Councillor attended the Naming Committee meeting and mentioned that they discussed naming New Res 2 and Hill Top. There is a call for new names to be considered for the selection, thus council agreed to email Activism and Transformation Councillor the names of leaders and a brief motivation explaining why that name should be allocated to those residences. 
2011. M9.13
UPCOMING EVENTS

· STUDENT FORUM
The Vice President External informed council about an invite from AIDA (African Institute of Development) to develop constitution. The Presidency will read through this document and the Vice President External will email the rest of council what the Presidency has summarised from the document.  
· INSTITUTIONAL FORUM
The International Affairs Councillor suggested that council should take the Institutional Forum meeting very seriously as important decisions are made at that meeting. The first agenda item to be submitted for Institutional Forum is a code of conduct. The administration needs to take the meeting seriously and they need to attend this meeting. 
· CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW
Was not discussed.

2011. M9.14
SRC EXECUTIVE 

 
2011. M9.15
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE EXECUTIVE

2011. M9.16
SRC HALL REPS

· The Residence Councillor has discovered that he has a budget that can be used to improve halls.
· The Projects Manager suggested that the Treasurer furnish councillors with their relevant budgets.
· Council has agreed that a meeting should be held on Sunday the 27th of February 2011 with the Hall Reps to discuss student forum and to inform the Hall Reps about the vision council has for student forum.
· Hall Reps have stated to the Residence Councillor that they would like to have overalls. Council has agreed to buy the Hall Reps these overalls. 
2011. M9.17
SOCIETIES

· ZIMBABWE SOC: The Societies Councillor stated that he will have to dissolve Zimbabwe Society in order to re-establish them under the correct protocol. Council supported this decision. 
· SOCIETIES SIGN-UP EVENING:
Councillors are expected to be at the Great Hall at 18:30 on Thursday for sign up evening.
2011. M9.18    REPORT BACK        
· The University administration is looking to revamp council chambers and the project is called Keiskama. They are open to suggestions, thus the Academic councillor will find out if suggestions can still be submitted. The Academic Councillor will communicate to council if council can send through their suggestions. 
2011. M9.19
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING




The next council meeting will be held on Monday the 7th of March 2011, in




R.A room.
