



RHODES UNIVERSITY

students’ representative council

MINUTES OF a meeting held ON mONDAY, 28 MARCH 2011
AT 18:30 IN R.A. ROOM
2011.M12.1     ATTENDANCE
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and apologized for the late notice of the change in starting time.

2011.M12.2
PRESENT
President Chair, 
· Vice President: External, 
· Vice President Internal, 
· Benefits & Sponsorship, 
· Media, Societies, 
· Activism & Transformation,
· Community Engagement,
· Academic, Projects Manager,
· International Affairs, 
· Oppidan 
· Environmental.

                        In attendance: SRC Liaison

2011.M12.3
APOLOGIES



Treasurer and Residence.




2011.M12.4
OTHER MATTERS FOR THE AGENDA



4.1
101/Centenary Celebrations (M.12.07)



4.2
Mandela Day 18 July (M.12.08)
2011.M12.5
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Council confirmed the minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 2011 (M.11), subject to the correction of minor typographical errors and the following substantive amendments:
5.1
Item 2011.M11.13: SRC Hall Reps, 

· The Kimberley East Hall Reps reported that the Naming Committee / working group had rejected the name of Jean Sinclair put forward by the residents of New Residence II. It was agreed that the Activism & Transformation Clr would investigate the matter and raise the issue at the earliest convenience or at next meeting of the Naming Committee.

5.2
Item 2011.M11.14: University Committees Report Back,

· Second bullet point: serenading during Orientation Week would be reconsidered in light of the fact that the University expressed that it was a counterproductive “tradition” vis-à-vis the first-years and the University’s formal orientation programme held during the day for all first-year students. 
2011. M12.6
MATTERS ARISING

6.1
Swaziland (item 2011.M11.7)


The President reported that the Swazi Society President was currently in Swaziland for an unofficial visit, and would update the SRC President on the matter in due course.
6.2
Dean of Students “Viv’s Variety Show” (item 2011.M11.11 and 2011.M11.13)

The open letter would be forwarded to the Vice-Chancellor, and copied to the Dean of Students and the Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Academic & Student Affairs, in light of the fact that the DoS has indicated to the President in their weekly meeting, that students who felt offended by Prof Buckland’s piece, were welcome to take the matter further, as an apology for the piece would not be issued by the DoS.



6.3
Report Back: SAUS NEC (item 2011.M11.14)
6.3.1 
The Vice President External (VPE) confirmed that the letter expressing SAUS’ ‘vote of no confidence’ in a senior role player in the Ministry of HE, had been drafted, and the various stakeholders had been sent a copy of the letter and were requested to forward input to SAUS.  

6.3.2
The VPE also reported on an article which appeared in the New Age newspaper recently that had questioned SAUS’ relevance.



6.4
Orientation Week (item 2010. M11.7) 
The Vice President External (VPE) reminded Councillors that O-Week reports, in respect of the projects that they managed, were due by 18 April 2011. The VPE agreed to send a reminder to members of Council in due course.
6.5
There were no other matters arising from the previous minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
2011.M12.7
SRC 101/CENTERNARY CELEBRATIONS

The planning for this event was on track; a task team comprising of Residence, Environmental, International and Media (including two first-year volunteers – names please?), in collaboration with the staff at Alumni Relations (names please?), have been working on this project since November 2010. Various sponsorships would be secured from local business and the alumni. A full programme would be forwarded to any Clr wishing to have further information.

2011.M12.8
MANDELA DAY - 18 JULY 

The Community Engagement Clr reported that the Rhodes University Community Engagement Division (RUCE) had already expressed an interest to work on a project in collaboration with the SRC.




2011. M12.9
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES
9.1
Student Services Council (16/03): the academic concessions issue was referred back to the SRC with a caution that if it were to succeed, a document outlining a robust argument in favour of extending academic concessions to the SRC would have to be tabled before the matter would be considered. There were mixed feelings about the mentorship programme which the University had made available to SRC members. It was agreed to include this in the debate going forward. It was also suggested to possibly to include members of Senior Administration Management in the pool of mentors.

9.2
Information Technology Steering Committee (15/03): an application to make RU an Internet Service Provider (ISP) would be made in due course. In this way RU’s liability for what is made available on its website would be limited. (Check on this!). 

9.3
RU Environmental Committee (23/03): “Earth Hour” was observed on 26 March and the Environmental Clr thanked all SRC Councillors who were able to be there; an environmental awareness conference organized by the Blue Buck Network (a youth environmental coalition) with the aim of bringing together young environmentalists across southern Africa, would also be held in Grahamstown towards the end of the year.

9.4
Internationalisation Committee (28/03): International Day would be held on 20 May (preceding “Africa Week”); a move from the “global” to the “local” perspective would be endorsed; the new Director: International Office was also planning a march/demonstration through campus to engender this shift in perspective. 

9.5 
Safety/Events Committee (28/3): all Society Chairs of political societies on campus would be briefed in due course by the Chair: Safety/Events, on strict protocols which would be put in place by the University to cover the period leading up to the local government elections, scheduled for 18 May 2011.
2011. M12.10
SRC EXECUTIVE
The President and Chair of Exec confirmed, regretfully, that the Societies Clr had resigned his position from the Exec. It was agreed that a by-election by secret ballot would be held. The Environmental and Media Clrs were put forward as nominees. The Environmental Clr was duly elected to serve on the Exec, going forward.    
 2011.M12.11
UPCOMING EVENTS

· Mrs Jenny Purdon’s Farewell, Tuesday, 29 March; 
· PGCE Conference at Faculty of Education, (date?)
· CANSA Shavathon and Cyclathon on Wednesday, 30 March;

· SRC Press Conference on Wednesday, 30 March. 
2011.M12.12
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING



Monday, 18 April 2011, at 18:30, in the RA Room.
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